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Session Approves Covid Policy 
 
On August 16, the Session of Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church voted unani-
mously, after extensive research, prayer, 
and conversation, to require masks for all 
people (vaccinated and not) during indoor 
worship, events, and meetings, in accord-
ance with CDC and County recommenda-
tions. While outside and able to distance, 
fully vaccinated individuals still do not have to mask; this 
policy applies only to indoor ministries. Outdoor worship 
will continue as long as weather permits. 
 
In addition, we will continue in-person worship and other 
gatherings, with all appropriate safety protocols and live-
streaming, until county, state, or federal regulations pro-
hibit (or strongly discourage) us from doing so. So, for 
instance, if the Cayuga County Health Department limits 
or bans in-person gatherings, we will move worship 
online-only; until then, we will continue to offer a combi-
nation of in-person and online worship, empowering each 
individual to decide what is best for them. We will con-
tinue with plans for resuming Communion (on October 3) 
and programs of the church, unless deemed unsafe. All 
safety measures continue to be employed, including rig-
orous sanitization of surfaces, temp checks, contact trac-
ing, and distancing. 
 
We ask that you stay apprised of county, state, and feder-
al updates, and church leadership will do its best to com-
municate any changes in policy. This is an unfolding and 
unpredictable situation, and may require frequent adapta-
tions. We are grateful for your patience and understand-
ing. Our priority always is to be the church of God (in 
worship, mission, education, and community) in the saf-
est and most responsible ways possible.  

Rally Day and Church Photo! 
Join us in worship on September 12 for Rally Sunday, as 
we launch our new program year and learn about all the 
exciting opportunities that await. Safety permitting, we 
will take the 2021 church family photo, and offer light 
food (all individual and commercially prepared) and fun 
tours of the church. The tours will give you a chance to 
explore hidden parts of the church and learn about differ-
ent aspects of our life together, from the organ to Chris-
tian Education, from the former MGR floors (now vacant 
for the first time in many decades) to spiritual formation.  
 

Children's Worship Center 

By Noel Cregg 
The Children’s Worship Center will resume on September 
12. Children hear the stories of the Bible using wooden fig-
ures, followed by answering "I wonder" questions.  The 
Children’s Worship Center is a place for children ages 3-9 
to come and spend time with and worship God.    
 
So what's new?  On the eight Sundays that Adult Forums 
and youth gatherings are offered (Sep 26, Oct 31, Nov 21, 
Jan 30, Feb 27, Mar 27, Apr 24, and May 22), we will enjoy 
15 minutes of music with Lori Pettit, as well as extended 
time in the Worship Center for a story and activity correlat-
ing with topics the entire church is learning.  What a great 
opportunity to grow our biblical conversations across all 
generations!    
 
It’s wonderful to have different volunteers each week.  A 
sign up sheet is now posted for people to choose a Sunday 
or two to help.  We also will have a mission activity or out-
ing planned for each month beginning with lawn games, 
bubbles and chalk on Rally Day, and going to the Apple 
Orchard October 10th.  Please join the Facebook Group 
"Westminster REACH" where all activities are shared, as 
well as pictures and fun stories.   As always, if you have any 
input, suggestions, or  questions please contact Noel Cregg, 
Children's Worship Center Leader.   



A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

We were just beginning to feel hopeful. 
We passed days without a single case of 
Covid in Cayuga County. Restaurants and 
businesses were thriving. Families were 
traveling and visiting. Nursing homes 
were open to visitation. Children were 
getting ready for school. Church was 
starting to feel more like church again: in-
person worship (combined with online); 

no more masks; the resumption of weekly ministries; 
and the promise of more to come, including 
congregational singing, adult forums, mission 
opportunities, and youth group. Most importantly, 
people weren’t dying anymore. At least, not here. 
Almost every adult of Westminster reported being fully 
vaccinated. We prayed for those in nations such as India 
where the pandemic was catastrophic, and we advocated 
sharing the vaccine with nations and peoples unable to 
afford it. But here, life was beginning to feel… normal. 
Or, if not normal (for perhaps there will never be that 
“normal” again), then at least… good. 
  
I got to go home to Cincinnati and Louisville and visit 
my family for the first time in a year and a half. I got to 
share Father’s Day with my Dad. We visited Emerson’s 
birth mother. We celebrated Emerson’s birthday with 
his friends. We took a family vacation to the 
Adirondacks. It was good! 
  
Now, as Covid surges with the rise of the Delta and 
other virulent variants, we can’t help but think: “Not 
again…” Will schools have to close? Will it no longer 
be safe to take Emerson places, and will we then have 
another challenging winter cooped up with a toddler 
bouncing off the walls? What does this mean for church 
and all of our carefully planned fall programs, or for 
struggling business owners and workers, or for first 
responders and medical care givers, or for our loved 
ones who are in facilities now going back under lock-
down? Are we still safe, with our vaccines, and when 
will young children be able to be vaccinated? I’m 
guessing you’ve been asking the same questions. 
  
In just 16 days in August, Cayuga County’s rolling 
positivity rate climbed from 2 percent to 7.3 percent, 
while our rate of vaccination stagnated below 50 
percent. We experienced our first new death due to 
Covid in a long while. Nationwide, healthcare workers 
are struggling to manage the wave of cases; 46 states are 
experiencing double-digit growth of hospitalizations. In 
Alabama, there are more intensive care patients than 
ICU beds. Children, formerly more resilient and 
resistant to the virus, are being hospitalized. People who 
are vaccinated can transmit the new variants to people 
who are not vaccinated, including all children under 12. 

  
As I pray on this situation, however, I find my initial 
frustration and panic transforming into hope. This won’t 
be the same again, because we are not the same people. 
Many of us have discovered a strength and resilience we 
didn’t know we had. We have learned coping strategies, 
grown in our faith life, refocused our priorities, and 
come together as a community. We have created whole 
new ways of connecting. Our businesses, churches, 
schools, and healthcare workers are prepared in a way 
we were not in March 2020. And more than anything 
else, the grace of God goes with us. 
  
I hope we don’t have to go back to shut-downs and 
other extreme (but sometimes necessary) measures. But 
even if we do, I trust that we will endure this, and more 
than that, we will grow. Because God goes with us. 
Everywhere, even in the hardest of times, there is life 
rising, joy breaking into our worlds: a prayer whispered, 
a kindness from a stranger, a word of Scripture, a warm 
meal, a song on the radio, a good book in bed, a sunset 
with someone we love, a song of a bird on the wind, an 
act of solidarity with the oppressed, a live-streamed 
service of worship, and always the Spirit, moving, 
inspiring, comforting, invigorating. 
  
In the meantime, we will wear our masks. We will care 
for the most vulnerable among us. We will take 
appropriate safety measures. We will be a community in 
all the ways that count. We will resist fear, and embrace 
faith. We will trust the science. Above all, we will love. 
  
In the sixth chapter of his Letter to the Galatians, Paul 
writes, “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, 
for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So 
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for 
the good of all, and especially for those of the family of 
faith.” 
  
Do not give up. An amazing life awaits. 
 

Midweek Worship Invites 
Peace and Your Conversation 
about Sunday's Sermon 
 
Join us for a midweek devotional service to give you 
just the pick-up you need. This 30-minute, online-only, 
intimate service takes place Wednesdays at 7 pm, 
broadcast from the pastor’s study on Facebook Live. It 
features weekly Communion, music, prayer, Scripture, 
and an interactive spiritual discussion following up on 
the sermon of the previous Sunday. It's a great 
opportunity to hear from you and continue the 
conversation! 
 



Thank You to Alex Blodgett! 
Westminster shared a fantastic and productive summer 
with Alex Blodgett as our music and technology intern. 
We extend to him our deepest gratitude and our best 
wishes, as he completes his senior year at SUNY 
Oneonta, majoring in Music Business. Alex developed 
music copyright procedures, created a searchable 
catalog for our church music library, helped operate our 
live-streaming and audio equipment, explored new 
technology, assisted with special events, and was a 
constant support and source of joy and optimism. Alex 
grew up at Westminster and joined the church in 2016 
through confirmation. The best part, of course, was just 
sharing the summer with him! God bless you on your 
next steps, Alex. 
 

Contemplative Hikes  
Spent partly in prayerful silence and partly in 
conversation, our contemplative hikes offer renewal as 
we reconnect with God, the earth, and ourselves.  
 
On Saturday, September 25, from 10 am to 12 pm, we 
will hike at Beaver Lake Nature Center (8477 East Mud 
Lake Road, Baldwinsville, NY 13027), enjoying a 
winding trail through multiple habitats and around a 
200-acre glacial lake. It's about a 40 minute drive from 
Auburn. This is a fairly flat and easy hike. Please note 
the $5 car entrance fee. 
 
On Saturday, October 23, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
take a special All-Saints-themed hike at Fort Hill 
Cemetery in Auburn. We will walk in memory of loved 
ones who have died and joined that great communion of 
saints (whom we will remember and celebrate in 
worship on November 7). As the name suggests, Fort 
Hill does involve some steep incline, but is otherwise 
paved and easy. This has probably become our most 
popular walk, which involves the naming of loved ones, 
placing roses on graves, and special stops at the graves 
of Harriet Tubman, William Seward, Henry Fowler (our 
founding pastor), and personal loved ones. Many join 
us who don't have relatives buried at Fort Hill but who 
wish to walk prayerfully for their loved ones. 
 
RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided. 
 

Ode to Joy photos 

Ode to Joy Campaign 
 

The "Ode to Joy" Organ Restoration Campaign enters 
its second year with friends and members of the  
congregation having contributed $169,880 in pledges, 
donations, and stock transfers. Of that amount, about 
half  has already been received and placed into the 
organ account for monthly payments to Kerner & 
Merchant Pipe Organ Builders. It is never too late to 
add your name to the growing list of benefactors, which 
is displayed in our narthex. Your gift, is greatly 
appreciated and helps to reduce the amount of money 
borrowed from our church's Near Maintenance or 
Endowment Funds. Ten percent of gifts will be 
designated for local mission projects.  
 
If you have not had a chance to view the ongoing 
restoration work, which is quite fascinating, ask Audrey 
McNally or Jill Fandrich to give you a quick tour on a 
Sunday morning. Many parts of the organ have already 
been returned to the church for reassembly, with 
completion by Christmastime. It is hard to imagine how 
all 2,069 pipes fit into the relatively small organ 
chamber. A pipe organ is truly a magnificent 
instrument, and we are fortunate to have an E.M. 
Skinner, one of the finest ever built! 

Upcoming Sermons 
Sept. 5: "Could even Jesus be racist?" a sermon about 
the woman who challenged Jesus and was praised for it 
Sept. 12: "Guide me," a Rally Day sermon about 
rediscovering Scripture 
Sept. 19: Blessing of the Animals 
Sept. 26: "Are you there, God?" The first of 3-part 
series asking, Why do bad things happen to good 
people? 
Oct. 3: "You've got the wrong God” 
Oct. 10: "Suing God” 
Oct. 17: "The worst and best belief," a sermon asking, 
Are we predestined or free? 
Oct. 24: "Tell them who they are," a sermon asking, 
How do we faithfully engage our broken democracy? 
Oct. 31: "Your path to sainthood," a Reformation 
Sunday sermon asking, What are saints? 
 

Fall Sermon Series:  
Your Biggest Questions 
Over the summer, you were invited to share your 
deepest questions with Pastor Patrick. Now your 
questions come to life in a new sermon series, starting 
September 26 and concluding November 14. You 
asked; now we'll wrestle with Scripture, faith, and 
experience to try to discern an answer (or if not an 
answer, then at least a better understanding of the 
question and how we live with it). While there won't be 
time to speak to all proposed topics, we hope to address 
(at least some of) the remaining topics in the new year. 
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September Loose Change 
supports Warm the Children. 
 

Warm the Children is a community 
initiative of Auburn Rotary Club, 
The Citizen, and CAP of Cayuga/
Seneca. Each year Rotary raises 
funds with the assistance of The 
Citizen, to purchase 1,000 – 1,200 
new coats for distribution to 
children throughout Cayuga 
County. Recommendations from 
local schools are sent to CAP and 
CAP determines eligibility and 
need.  
 

Warm the Children was founded in 1988 in Connecticut 
and has grown to 30 programs across 12 states. The local 
program has provided warm coats to families in need 
since the mid-nineties. This volunteer effort ensures 
every dollar raised is spent on coats. 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church has supported Warm 
the Children for several years. And this year, WPC 
has also donated space in the Education Building to store 
the coats until distribution in October. 
 

Calling all Pilgrims!   

The October Loose Change has been designated for 
Thanksgiving Dinners to be distributed by Calvary Food 
Pantry. The cost of a complete meal for family of 4 is 
$46 and our hope is to sponsor at least 20 meals or raise 
$900 for families in our community to enjoy a holiday 
feast. The festive meal includes a turkey and all the 
fixings plus dessert and a few extras. Our friends at 
Calvary Food Pantry really know how to stretch our 
donation to feed more families each year.  
 
Remember too that the first Sunday of each month, The 
Loose Change also is donated to Calvary Food Pantry 
along with any canned goods or other items left in the 
basket in the narthex.   

Open Chapel 
Every weekday throughout the summer, a 
group of loyal volunteers gave of their 
time to act as hosts and hostesses at the 
church. Megan Church, Roger Dilmore, 
Judy Dilmore, Sue Ahner, Tina Barry, 
and Bronwyn O’Connor ensured that the 
church was open to the community every 
day from 11am to 2pm, welcoming 
visitors from near and far. We thank these volunteers for 
making our church welcoming and accessible to anyone 
looking for a quiet place to spend some time in the middle 
of hectic summer workdays.  

Personal Care Pantry 

The Personal Care Pantry has reopened and is looking 
for volunteers to host the once-a-month give-away days 
on the last Wednesday of each month from 10 am - 12 
noon. Guests may select from a variety of items such as 
soap, cleaner, TP, deodorant and more. Westminster 
volunteers assist with selection from a cart and bagging; 
there is no need for recordkeeping.  
 
Personal care items are purchased with funds from the 
Mission Committee. If interested in hosting one 
Wednesday or picking up the items at a local store, 
contact Anne Malvaso or Susan Marteney.  

Our Ugandan Family   

In a recent 
correspondence from 
Agnes, our longtime 
Ugandan friend, she 
sent kind words of 
support to Bev 
Miller and her 
family on the recent 
passing of Bob and 
praised him as being 

“so good, caring, loving, generous and a fully talented 
dad.”  
 
Agnes has been the caregiver to her two nephews since 
both their parents died several years ago. During 
COVID, it has been a constant struggle for her to support 
them and herself. But she also sent good news! The 
Ugandan National Examination Board released the 
results of the class seven exams and Solomon received a 
First Grade (11 points) and now qualifies to attend 
secondary school. Schools are not free in Uganda and 
Agnes must pay all associated costs. Over the years, 
Westminster has helped to send Tony, Agnes, Solomon 
and his younger brother to school and to pay for simple 
household needs.    
 
To remember Bob, Bev has asked for memorial gifts to 
be directed to the Westminster Ugandan Family Fund to 
pay for Solomon to start boarding school (when schools 
open again) and additional costs such as books, supplies, 
meals and transportation. Send your check to the church 
(made out to Westminster Presbyterian Church with 
“Ugandan Family Fund” in the memo line) to build a 
future for our Ugandan family.   
 
Bev has also shared with Agnes that her son, Andy, 
hopes and dreams to go to Uganda to meet Agnes and 
her family, and that she will go with him if and when 
that happens. Bev and Bob attended Agnes’ college 
graduation a few years ago and met her entire family 
becoming her official Mum and Dad to her.   



Refresh 
By Aja Hahn 

Romans 1:12 says "When 
we get together, I want to 
encourage you in your 
faith, but I also want to be 
encouraged by yours." 
This is what church and 
being in fellowship is all 
about--faith and 
encouragement. Refresh Women's Group would love to 
have you join us in fellowship and study! The group is 
open to all women, of any age or church experience. We 
meet once a month to study God's word and build each 
other up.  
 
The group will meet on September 11 at 10am at 
Westminster to finish the last session of study in The 
Faithful book. You are welcome to join us for this 
session (a study of the book of Malachi) as well as 
sharing your thoughts on the future of Refresh study 
topics. We are currently deciding on what our next 
study should be and we would love for you to join us 
and help decide! For further information, please contact 
Aja at ajalhahn@gmail.com.  

 

Volunteers needed at Saints 
Peter and John Soup Kitchen 

By Nina Wickett 

Saints Peter and John 
Soup Kitchen is now 
serving approximately 
180 free lunches every 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 
Saturday.  We need 
volunteers!!!  Please 

consider a regular volunteering gig!!  Volunteers are 
needed between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. for meal preparation, 
serving and cleanup; however, if you cannot be there for 
the entire period, our greatest need is between 9 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m.  Meals are served between 11:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. If you can commit to one or more of 
these days, especially on a regular basis, we would be 
so grateful!!  Contact Nina Wickett at 315.436.3178. 
 
The Soup Kitchen operates out of the Saints Peter and 
John Parish House at 169 Genesee Street, Auburn, NY 
("the church with the red door").  Community 
volunteers gather together to prepare and serve the 
meals.  We work closely with the CNY Food Bank, 
CAP, local restaurants, grocers, bakeries and farmers to 
obtain donations of food. We are an independent 501 (c)
(3) organization and cash donations are very much 
appreciated!   

Westminster Book Group 
The Westminster Book 
Group resumes its 
monthly meetings this fall 
with a discussion of News 
of the World by Paulette 
Jiles on Thursday, 
September 23 at 7pm. 
Tony Gero will lead the 
conversation. News of the 
World is an engaging novel about an aging Civil War 
veteran who travels throughout Texas giving live 
readings of newspapers to rural communities who are 
hungry for news of the world. Along the way, he is 
offered money to transport a young orphan girl back to 
her family following four years of living with the 
Kiowa tribe who had kidnapped her. Their relationship 
is complex and their journey difficult, as is the reunion 
with her family. The novel explores the boundaries of 
family, responsibility, honor and trust.  
 
Books for October and November are The Engineer’s 
Wife by Tracey Enerson Wood (October 21) and 
Ordinary Light: A Memoir by Tracy Smith (November 
18).  
 
At this time, the Book Group plans to meet via Zoom. 
To receive the Zoom link (or notification if plans 
change), email Ann Wiley at ann@annlwiley.com.  
 
 

Giving Tree 2021 
This is an early reminder that Westminster will again 
host our Christmas Giving Tree project this 
year. Recipients' wish lists and instructions will be in 
the November newsletter. As in the past, families we 
support are identified to us through the Cayuga County 
Early Intervention Program.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Carolyn Hiza 315-283-8419. 
 

Westminster kids!  
Westminster kids raised 
$220 at their lemonade 
stand on Founders Day 
Weekend to contribute 
towards making gift bags 
for healthcare workers, a 
project of the Westminster 
Deacons. They  are 
excited to help assemble 
the bags and make cards.  
 

Congregational Meeting  
A congregational meeting is called for Sunday, October 
10 at 10:30am (following worship)  to elect elders, 
deacons, and 2022 at-large members of the Nominating 
Committee.  
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Worship In the Late  
Summer and Early Autumn 
By Paul Dungey, Worship Committee Moderator 

The Worship Committee works to coordinate all the 
activities and efforts that go into the ministry of wor-
ship. The pastor prepares the message and the liturgy, 
and the Worship Committee assists in coordinating  
everything else. The COVID-19 pandemic has present-
ed many challenges and opportunities for us as a 
church to continue worshipping together safely, so we 
may praise God and make known to the world, the sav-
ing grace of our Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
I thank all who contribute to making our Worship  
services possible, both in-person and online, with their 
gifts of time, talent, knowledge, and treasure.  
 
The church will continue to offer in-person and online 
worship from our front lawn on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 AM through the months of September and  
October, as fair weather allows. When inclement 
weather prevails, we will offer in-person and online 
worship from the Sanctuary, maintaining  
social-distancing and mask-wearing protocols. 
 
The Worship Committee has a constant need of  
volunteers to serve as ushers & greeters, to help set-up 
and take-down at our outdoor worship services, to as-
sist the Tech Team in operating the sound equipment 
and Mevo camera(s). Please speak to any member of 
the Worship Committee for more information. We will 
work you into the schedule as you are able, and pro-
vide training and guidance! 
 
With assistance from the Property Committee and the 
Technology Team, the Worship Committee continues 
to make improvements for stronger internet capacity in 
the Sanctuary building, and to increase our online 
broadcasting capabilities with the acquisition of  
additional Mevo live-streaming cameras. The  
Technology Team has also submitted request for  
proposals to improve and expand our Sanctuary’s 
sound system, of which some existing components are 
over 50 years old! 
 
A Praise Music Ensemble has been formed and is  
rehearsing on Monday evenings and invites others to 
join them. The Worship Committee is beginning to 
work with the Praise Music group to incorporate their 
ministry into the life of the congregation. 
 
We are a worshipping community that gathers to praise 
God for His presence in our lives. Let us continue to 
do so, with great joy! 
 

The Worship Committee: Paul Dungey, Jill Fandrich, 
Audrey McNally, Roger Dilmore, Ann Wiley,  
Shavonn Lynch, Diane Lehner, Judi Dorsey, Deacon 
Representative; Jack Hardy, Technology Team liaison; 
Lori Petit, choir Director; Patrick Heery, Pastor; and 
assisted by Alex Blodgett, our summer intern. 

Blessing of the Animals 

Our annual “Blessing of the Ani-
mals” service will be  
Sunday September 19 during the 
9:30am worship hour on the front 
lawn of the church. We welcome 
all kinds of God’s creatures to 
this special service—furry, 
winged, scaly, or shelled. (We 
even had a stuffed pet brought a 
few years ago.) We do ask that all  
animals are leashed, caged, or 
otherwise properly restrained to  ensure their safety 
and ours. During the service, Pastor Patrick will bless 
each animal with a personal blessing. This service is 
open to the whole community and we welcome all 
God’s creatures to attend!  

 

 World Communion Sunday 
The first Sunday in Octo-
ber is designated as World 
Communion Sunday, 
which celebrates our  
oneness in Christ with all 
our brothers and sisters 
around the world. 
 
World Communion Sunday began in the 1930s, as a 
way for Christians to be mindful of our unity in Christ 
by sharing the sacrament of communion on the same 
day. The idea took on new meaning during the years of 
World War II, when it was seen as an attempt to “hold 
the world together” during a time of deep and  
sorrowful divisions. Now it is celebrated by Christians 
worldwide in many denominations and in many  
nations. Last year, it took on new significance as we 
shared communion “virtually,” celebrating the  
sacrament with friends and neighbors around the  
country and the world with online celebrations of the 
sacrament.  
 
This year, on October 3, we hope to share the body of 
Christ in our sanctuary for the first time since early 
2020. At the same time, worshipers at home will be 
sharing communion online. The ancient sacrament 
takes on new meaning in these challenging and chang-
ing times. Please join us on October 3.  



Communion  

At this time, we plan to offer 
the sacrament of communion 
in person at the church on 
World Communion Sunday 
for the first time in over a year 
and a half. We have been 
sharing communion regularly 
on line, many miss the 
communal experience of 
sharing the Lord’s Supper in 
church.  

Communion will be shared following safety precautions 
that have been approved by Session. Bread and juice 
will be prepared by gloved and masked individuals. The 
trays of communion elements will be on tables in the 
front of the sanctuary. Worshipers will come forward to 
receive the elements, which will be handed to them by 
masked and gloved worship leaders. Worshipers may 
take the elements back to their pews or consume them 
immediately. Gluten free bread will be offered on a 
separate tray by a separate person handling only the 
gluten free bread. We will encourage the worshipers to 
maintain safe distances from each other as they go 
forward.  
 
At home worshipers will celebrate communion using  
elements from their own kitchens, while the service is 
livestreamed from the sanctuary. We also hope to 
resume bringing communion to shut ins, if adult home 
facilities will allow it.  
 
We are proceeding with hope and with caution as we 
look forward to sharing the body of Christ once again as 
a gathered community, connected in spirit whether in 
the pews or on living room couches.  

 

Bible and Story 
Bible Gifts 

Westminster traditionally gives 
Bibles and story Bibles to 
children and families so that 
they can enjoy the stories of 
God in their homes, using 
books geared to their reading 
levels, faith development, and 
interests. We have a variety of wonderful resources 
which we want to share with our children and families. 
We will be presenting Bibles and story Bibles to 
children on September 26. The books pictured are a free 
gift to us from the Presbyterian Church (USA),  to be 
used to help children and families grow in faith and live 
according to the Matthew 25 initiative.  

Bible Basics  
A journey through the Bible for all ages 
This year we will be taking a 
journey through the Bible. 
Do you know how the Bible 

is arranged? When you do, 
understanding the bigger 
picture is much easier to 

grasp. Maybe you already 
know many stories of the 
Old Testament, but did you 

know the overall theme is about God’s relationship with 
the people of Israel and that the New Testament is about 
Jesus and the Church he established?  Do you know the 
stories of Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Elijah, Esther, 

Ruth, Daniel, and Jonah? How about Jesus and his 
disciples including Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Mary, 
Martha, Peter, and Paul? Some of us learned Bible 

stories as kids from our families or in Sunday School. 
Some of us are completely new to what’s in the Bible. 
Some of us know a little, but wish we knew (or could 

remember!)  more. 

 This year, our priority for Christian Education is 
to share with adults, youth, and children the fascinating, 
challenging, and wonderful stories in the Bible. We will 
be offering a whole year of gatherings, readings, 
activities, and resources to explore the Bible at your 
own pace and level of interest. Monthly in-person 
education hours (which will also be offered online) are 
scheduled eight times throughout the year, starting on 
September 26 following worship. The first session will 
start at the beginning (a very good place to start!) with 
the creation stories and other stories in Genesis and 
Exodus. Monthly sessions are scheduled for Sept 26, 
Oct 31, Nov 21, Jan 30, Feb 27, Mar 27, Apr 24, and 
May 22. In between the in-person sessions, we  will 
suggest readings to do at home, and will also send links 
to videos and other resources which tell the stories in 
different ways. 
 
We can supply Bibles to anyone who needs or wants 
one. We have a variety of different translations and an 
assortment of story bibles and other resources which 
we’d love to share. 
  
Adult forums will be led by a variety of church leaders. 
Chris Patch will help the youth explore the Bible, and 
Noel Cregg will lead the younger children using story 
bibles. It is our goal that by the end of the 2021-2022 
program year, that all of us will have expanded our 
biblical knowledge and literacy and will have come to 
love reading and sharing the exciting and life changing 
stories in the Old and New Testaments!  
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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We 
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Expanding our REACH 

As many of you know the 
concept of a safe space and 
services for the LGBTQ+ youth 
in the Auburn, NY area started as 
a final project for seminary 
student Kimberly Patch in 2018. 
By the fall of 2018, Kimberly 
arranged a partnership between 
Westminster and the Q-Center in Syracuse to provide bi-
weekly programs and support services to address the 
needs of the LGBTQ+ youth in the area. The first 
meeting was held in February if 2018. The program was 
put on hold during the Covid shutdowns.  
 
As a result of the program’s popularity and the growing 
need in Auburn, we have taken the next step and created 
Pride House with the help of a generous donation from 
the Osborne Foundation. Pride House expands on the 
original vision by offering additional recreational, 
educational and social programs weekly. 
 
Pride House of New York will be a youth program for 
teens and young adults ages 13-18, in the LGBTQ+ 
community and their allies. Westminster will continue to 

provide space and financial support for the program and 
continue to partner with the Q-Center. Pride House will 
offer a safe space for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and questioning (LGBTQ+) teens, and their allies. 
Pride House will be place of acceptance and support 
where LGBTQ+ youth and their allies can come together 
and be welcomed as themselves, embrace their 
individuality, receive support, have fun, and connect 
with others. All events, programs, and services at Pride 
House will always be free to the youth. 
 
A soft launch of Pride House will take place on 
September 23, 2021 as an informational session where 
community service providers and schools, along with 
parents and guardians of youth in the LGBTQ+ 
community are invited to visit the space, learn about 
programs and services and ask questions. On October 14, 
2021 the Q-Center will begin providing services 
and programing.  
 
This is a huge undertaking and the more input and 
volunteers the better. If you have any suggestions or 
want to become a volunteer, contact Chris Patch at 
ChrisPatchTMT@gmail.com or stop by the Westminster 
office to pick up informational material. More details 
and links to the website will soon follow! 


