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New Officers Elected
The 2024 Classes
of Session and
Deacons were
elected at a
hybrid
congregational
meeting on
Sunday, October
24, approving the
following slate
recommended by the Nominating Committee.

November and December 2021
The Rev. Patrick D. Heery, Pastor
office@westminsterauburn.org
www.westminsterauburn.org

Bibles and Books Presented
to Children and Youth

Westminster
continues its
tradition of giving
age-appropriate
Bibles and books to
children and youth to
encourage them to
explore the stories of
God on their own or
with their families at
home. Recognizing
Elders: Rob Schemerhorn and Ann Wiley (second
their maturing
terms), Rina Hernández and Diane Lehner
reading skills and
faith development,
Deacons: Beth Loomis (second term), Gary Coon, and books are carefully
Ruth Bentley
chosen for each
child. This fall, we
At large members of the 2022 Nominating Committee: presented New
Ted O’Hara, Bronwyn O’Connor, Jill Fandrich, and
Revised Standard
Bob Davenport
Version student
Bibles to Enrique and Mariela Hernández, Luciana
It is exciting to note that Westminster has elected its
Patch and New Revised Standard Version Spark Bibles
first ever “digital deacon.” Ruth Bentley is a long term to Cameron and Jaden Jones, James Brooks, Kennedy
member of the church who lives in Florida and is
Walsh, Tara Sargent, and Syrianna Jacobs. We also
regularly engaged in worship, mission, and ministry
presented story Bibles and story books to younger
online. Ruth will be in a unique position of
children in the Worship Center, letting them choose
representing a large portion of our congregation who
from four selections: Growing in God’s Love, Who is
are engaged in the life of the church from afar.
My Neighbor?, God’s Big Plan, and For Beautiful
Black Boys who Believe in a Better World. These four
Officer training was held following worship on
books were provided free to Westminster from the
October 24, and new officers will be ordained and
PC(USA) to help churches teach the Matthew 25
installed on January 9, 2022.
message to children.

“Don’t Miss Christmas Again”
A pastoral note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery

Every year, Jenna and I have such
hopes for Christmas. Even more so,
now that we have Emerson. We
remember how it felt when we were
children—the excitement ready to
explode, the joy at all the colors and
presents, the unwavering faith (no,
certainty!) that God was here in this
babe called Jesus. Do you remember?
Do you remember how everything
sparkled, all was magic and exhilaration… and love?

from home and work to fulfill the wishes of an
oppressive empire, the Son of God born in a stinky barn,
surrounded by animals and strangers, no midwife, no
soothing bath, no family, no decorations, no money for
presents—only to have to flee their own country as
refugees under Herod’s threat of violence.
Maybe our Christmas mayhem isn’t so far off, after all.

I have this book titled Loving My Actual Christmas by
Alexandra Kuykendall. It asks: What would happen if
we started loving our actual Christmas (and
Thanksgiving and Advent)—not our vision of how
Christmas should be, but our reality of how Christmas
is? It’s busy, and exhausting, and sometimes painful,
That’s the dream.
because life’s all those things, and life doesn’t take a
break just because it’s a holiday. What if we accepted
Now here’s our reality: meager decorations that go up
that Christmas will be hectic, and rather than trying to
way too late, bunches of tangled lights that end up
make it something that it’s not, instead devoted our
thrown on the ground with me screaming “I swear I will energy to being mindful of the little gifts that take place
cut you!”, Emerson tearing down the garland and eating throughout the season: a hug, a meal shared, a quiet
it (true story), us waiting in the drive-through line at
moment, a song that lifts our soul? What if we loved it
McDonalds for an hour, stress (so much stress) about
just as it is?
money and work, everybody’s sick, no more family
outings because we’ve died inside, and our prayers to
Nothing went as planned on that first Christmas night.
God, far from communing with the divine, are pleas for And thank God! Because into all of that unexpected
sleep and survival.
mess came an even more unexpected joy, the greatest
love of Mary and Joseph’s life—and of ours too.
This happens every year, and yet somehow we keep
expecting it to be different this year. But it’s not going Jesus says: keep watch, pay attention. Our role isn’t to
to be different. Because we’re not children anymore;
make Christmas. God does that. Christmas is a gift, just
now we’re the ones who are supposed to create that
like Jesus Christ himself. Our role is to notice when
perfect Christmas for others. And the two key
Christmas arrives. It might arrive at the soup kitchen, or
ingredients in this mayhem—us and life—aren’t going in worship, or late at night hunched over a book, or even
to change.
in a house full of screaming children. Every person we
meet, every moment of every day, there’s a chance that
For a lot of us, the meaning of Thanksgiving, Advent,
might be it—the moment when Christ enters our life.
and Christmas gets lost in the flurry of parties,
shopping, and chores; grief, loneliness, and money
My invitation to you is to build into your life little
problems become sharper. And each year, when it’s all signposts that help remind you to pay attention. You
said and done, we think once again we’ve missed
might consider doing our at-home Bible readings, or
Christmas. This has been especially true during the
using our Advent devotional materials. Sunday or
pandemic, when we’ve been robbed of many of our
midweek worship might help. Pray. Build open spaces
dearest traditions. Many of us are just so tired, so burnt into your schedule. Pause in between obligations—even
out, that we’re tempted to take a cue from John Grisham if it’s just five minutes hidden away in the bathroom.
and skip Christmas entirely.
Plan unplanned days—days without any agenda except
being together. Take time to sleep and dream. Do less—
I’ll let you in on a little secret, though. There has never way less.
been a perfect Christmas.
In the coming months,
The actual Christmas story didn’t go as planned. Don’t
Jesus is going to walk
you think there was a moment when Mary and Joseph
into our lives.
looked around and thought, “It’s all wrong”? An unwed
Christmas will
teenage pregnancy, the risk of ostracism from her
happen, even in a
community, Joseph finding out that his fiancée was
pandemic. I just hope
pregnant with another’s child, a census uprooting people
we don’t miss it.

Upcoming Sermons

Contemplative Hikes
November 20 and
December 18
Spent partly in prayerful silence and partly in
conversation, our contemplative hikes offer renewal as
we reconnect with God, the earth, and ourselves.

Nov. 7: All Saints Sunday, remembering loved ones
who have died
Nov. 14: "In search of faith," a sermon asking, "Do we
only believe when it's easy?"
Nov. 21: Christ the King: A Festival of Scripture and
Song for the Last Sunday of the Christian Year
Nov. 28: Guest Preacher Rev. Larry Bell

On Saturday, November 20,
from 10 am to 12 pm, we will
hike at the beautiful Baltimore
Woods Nature Center in
Marcellus (4007 Bishop Hill
Road). It's about 25 minutes
from Auburn, and offers a trail
moderate in difficulty with incline. Learn more about
the park: www.baltimorewoods.org.

Dec. 5: "What will this child become?" an Advent
sermon about God's presence in our relationships

On Saturday, December
18, from 1 to 2 pm
(note the time change),
Dec. 12: "What should we do?" an Advent sermon
we will take a special
about God's presence in our work and service
Advent saunter along
Dec. 19: "What makes your spirit leap?" an Advent
the Cayuga Community
sermon about God's presence in the things that give joy College Nature Trail,
Dec. 21: "God is near," a Longest Night sermon about right in our Auburn backyard. The word saunter comes
from the Middle Ages, when Christians would go on
God's presence in times of suffering
pilgrimages to the Holy Land. As they passed through
Dec. 24: "Does this really matter?" a Christmas sermon villages and were asked where they were going, they
about a faithful life
would reply, "A la sainte terre." And so they became
known, in our parlance, as saunterers. And so during
Dec. 26: Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
this walk, so close to Christmas, we will saunter to the
Advent Sermon Series:
Christ child and his birth, stopping periodically and
observing prayer stations. This is an easy, flat trail.
God Is Born
Throughout our
Holy
Conversations
one-on-ones we
asked
Westminster
members about
the places in their
lives where they
experience the
most purposefulness, joy, connection, and longing,
even pain. Many of us answered those questions quite
easily. We know when we're happy, and we know when
we're not. But when we were asked to think about how
we connect with God and practice our faith life, some
of us struggled. God can be so abstract. Thus, this
Advent, we're going to look for God in the normal daily
stuff of life. God may already be in your life, in places
you don't realize. No one, after all, expected God to be
born in a barn. Where is God being born this year in
your life?

RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331).
Detailed information will then be provided.

Midweek Worship Invites
Peace and Your Conversation
about Sunday's Sermon
Join us for a midweek
devotional service to
give you just the pick-up
you need. This 30minute, online-only,
intimate service takes
place Wednesdays at 7
pm, broadcast from the pastor’s study on Facebook
Live. It features weekly Communion, music, prayer,
Scripture, and an interactive spiritual discussion
following up on the sermon of the previous Sunday. It's
a great opportunity to hear from you and continue the
conversation!

Congratulations and
Blessings to Shavonn Lynch

All Saints Sunday

One of Westminster’s most
beloved and treasured worship
For many years, Shavonn
services is the All Saints
Lynch has been a beloved
Service, when we remember
member of Westminster, and loved ones who have died this
it is with love that we wish
past year. This year's service on
her many blessings on her
November 7, at 9:30am, will be both
next journey. In September, in-person and streamed online through Facebook Live.
Shavonn accepted the
position of part-time
We will lift up the names of the individuals who are
Christian Education Director loved and missed by our members and friends. As each
at the First Presbyterian
name is read, a candle will be lit and a bell will be rung
Church of Marcellus. She
in their honor. On All Saints Day, we remember the
and Syrianna have been
saints who lived among us, remembering the light of
worshiping there ever since. God which shone in them, and we rejoice that they are
We will miss them both dearly, but we are also
now with God. We will ring the church bell, as we
incredibly happy for them as Shavonn takes the next
recall the words of John Donne,
step in her calling to ministry, and we know that she
No person is an island,
will bless Marcellus with wisdom, creativity,
Entire of itself.
faithfulness, and prophetic leadership, as she has us.
Each is a piece of the continent,
While at Westminster, Shavonn sang in our choir,
A part of the main.
co-led our Mission Study, served on the Pastor
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Nominating Committee which called Patrick, founded
Europe is the less.
Refresh, was ordained as both a deacon and an elder,
As well as if a promontory were.
chaired the Membership and Evangelism Committee,
As well as if a manor of thine own
advocated racial justice, joined in our hunger ministry,
Or of thine friend's were.
and co-chaired the Holy Conversations Strategic
Each person's death diminishes me,
Visioning Team. It was here that she discerned a call
For I am involved in humankind.
to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament and began her
Therefore, send not to know
journey to become a pastor. We sponsored her in her
For whom the bell tolls,
inquiry and candidacy phases of ordination, and
It tolls for thee.
supported her with scholarships, as she earned her
Master of Divinity at Northeastern Seminary. Many a
Names of loved ones have been submitted to the
Sunday she preached for us, often vulnerably and
bravely sharing the ups and downs of a life with God. church office throughout October, and can continue to
be submitted through Thursday, November 4, by
Her tears, as well as her laughter, blessed us
immensely. Honestly, it's hard to imagine Westminster calling 315-253-3331 or emailing the office at
office@westminsterauburn.org. Names can also be
without Shavonn. Indeed, we can't, and won't, for as
submitted during the service itself.
far as she may go, and for all the great things she is
surely still to accomplish, she will always have a home
In addition to the loved ones cherished by members
here at Westminster, and we will always be better
and friends, we will also remember the members of
because she chose to sojourn with us for a time. She
Westminster Church who died since last All Saints
leaves an indelible mark on this church, and a
Day—Arthur Foresman, Jean Schumaker, Joseph
challenge to live up to the vision of the beloved
Karlson, Benjamin Ahner, Charles Adams, Ernestine
community she invited us to be. Shavonn and Syrianna
Kahler, Rose Annette Bell, and Robert Miller.
will eventually be moving to Marcellus. In order to
focus on her ministry there, Shavonn has already
Honoring Our Veterans
resigned from her various committees and from
On November 14, during Sunday worship,
Session, and plans eventually to end her membership
here at Westminster. On November 21, during Sunday Westminster will recognize our community's veterans
worship, we will bless Shavonn and Syrianna, offering and actively serving military personnel in honor of
our thanks and prayers for them. Please join us for that Veterans Day. Veterans are invited to wear their
service to express your love for Shavonn and Syrianna. military uniforms if they choose, and a photo will be
taken after the service. Prayer and a financial offering
We will miss them a great deal. Please pray for
will be taken to stand in solidarity with those who have
Shavonn as she continues to pursue ordination and a
risked everything and sacrificed much to protect us.
call to full-time ministry.

Christ the King: A Festival
of Scripture and Song

Service of the Longest Night

December 21 is the longest
night of the year, with
At the conclusion of
darkness stretching for
the Christian year,
almost 15 hours. It evokes
prior to Advent, the
the feeling of darkness
church gives thanks
which sometimes pervades
and praise for the
our lives, when we feel
sovereignty of
lonely, hopeless, tired,
Christ, who is Lord
isolated, afraid, or
of all creation and
despondent. The Longest
reigns in glory. This
Night Service acknowledges
year, during Sunday
these times of darkness and
worship, on
brings a message of hope
November 21, at 9:30am, we will share a very special
that
every
day
a
little
more
light will shine, even if it
Festival of Scripture and Song for the last Sunday of
seems
imperceptible
at
the
time.
the Christian year. The service will blend Scripture
readings, music, and visual displays, all in a sweeping
spirit of majesty, as we tell the story of Jesus' life, from The last two years of pandemic have seemed the
Longest Years, and the message of hope is needed
birth to ascension.
more than ever. Westminster will hold its Longest
Night service for the church and for the community on
Advent: A Time of Waiting
Tuesday, December 21, at 7pm. The service will be
Advent is a
both in-person and streamed online via Facebook Live.
time of
Appropriate Covid-safety precautions will be taken.
waiting. The
word itself
Please join us for the Longest Night service this year,
comes from
and invite your friends, family, and colleagues who
the Latin word might need to hear the message of hope that it offers.
“adventus,”
meaning
Christmas Week Worship
“coming.” During the four weeks leading up to
(All services will be both in-person and streamed
Christmas, beginning November 28, we observe the
online via Facebook Live.)
season of Advent, a time for quiet reflection as we
December 24 - Candlelight Service – 7pm
await the coming of Jesus Christ, whose birth we
A traditional candlelight service with carols, special
celebrate at Christmas.
music, readings, sermon, and candlelight. Child care
Each worship service will begin with the presentation will be offered.
of a banner—visual representations of the Prophecy,
Annunciation, Mary, Shepherds, and Christ the King— December 24 - Open Chapel - 11:30pm
and the lighting of candles on the Advent wreath, with The chapel will be open for one hour to welcome in
Christmas morning with prayer, reflection, meditation,
the Christ candle being lit on Christmas Eve.
carols, and the ringing of the church bells at midnight.
The four Sundays of Advent will also begin with
Attendees are invited to share a poem, reading, or
intergenerational “mini-dramas” which help the story Scripture; books and resources are available to choose
unfold each week. A Westminster tradition during the from. This time together is unscripted and personal.
Sundays of Advent, the Advent mini-dramas consist of Simple refreshments will be shared.
four short installments of the Christmas story,
December 26 - Service of Nine Lessons and Carols beginning with the prophecies of Isaiah and
9:30am
culminating with the Nativity scene. Each week,
The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the
Westminster participants of all ages join the hymn
processional and re-enact a scene from the Christmas Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine
story during the Advent candle-lighting portion of the short Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books
and the Gospel, interspersed with carols and special
worship service.
music. The service is based on a traditional service
Please join us for the Sundays in Advent, to prepare
from Kings College, Cambridge, and has been a
your heart and mind for the coming of Jesus,
Westminster tradition on the Sunday following
Emmanuel, God Incarnate.
Christmas for many years.

Holy Conversations Update

Two years ago, Westminster commissioned a carefully
selected team of members to begin a journey of
prayerful discernment and strategic visioning for the
future, mission, and identity of Westminster. They were
to consider both how we organize or administer our
ministry (committees, leadership development, etc.) and
how we conduct ministry in service of growing disciples
of Christ (worship, education, mission, etc.).

Worship: The Ending and
Beginning of Liturgical Years
By Paul Dungey

We are, of course, not where we thought we'd be when
we began this process. The process changed due to
events beyond our control: personal tragedies, a
pandemic and all its related impact, and the loss of a few
team members. The goal had been to conclude our work
earlier this year. The team has felt the same exhaustion
everyone in our community has. Nevertheless, the Spirit Westminster Presbyterian Church belongs to the
denomination of the Presbyterian Church of the United
of God has continued to work among us and produce
States of America (PCUSA). We are one of many
exciting opportunities.
Christian church denominations that use a lectionary to
Meaningful work has been done. For two years, we've
tell the Good News, with “a fixed selection of readings,
prayed, read books, conducted one-on-one listening
taken from both the Old and New Testaments” of the
sessions, explored Westminster's history and previous
Bible, “to be read in the churches’ services of worship”.
studies, consulted some of Westminster's longest-time
The lectionary calendar we use at Westminster has a
members, analyzed data and best practices, identified
three-year cycle (years A, B & C). At the end of
biblical stories for Westminster, and discussed matters
November 2021, we come to the close of lectionary year
of great significance.
B and begin lectionary year C on the 1st Sunday of
Advent, Nov. 28th. One of the Bible readings that day is
More than anything, Covid propelled much change by
from the Old Testament book of Jeremiah 33:14-16
necessity, prompting some of the changes Holy
(New Revised Standard Version):
Conversations may have recommended (such as live
streaming) and affording an opportunity to examine what The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David
we could live without and what was vital to our life as a 14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I
church.
will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
15
With all this in mind, Holy Conversations has reassessed the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
its end goal. Holy Conversations will assemble its
16
research, draw what meaningful conclusions it can, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
make a select number of actionable and transformative
recommendations, targeting the most important needs of safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
“The Lord is our righteousness.”
the church. A draft will be presented to Session at its
January meeting and to the congregation at its annual
meeting. Feedback will be incorporated in revisions, and During the Season of Advent, we will read this liturgical
season’s Scripture lessons as we remember and reflect
a final document of research, conclusions, and
on God’s promise to send a redeemer. The reading from
recommendations (all very specific, with clear who,
how, and what) will be presented in February or March, Jeremiah points us to the Christ child who would be born
to save us.
thus concluding the work. Session may then wish to
oversee the implementation of these recommendations
itself, or may wish to convene a team to do so, which
will also be charged with continuing to shape the overall
strategy. Possible recommendations include a
restructuring of how we organize/administer the ministry
of the church (i.e., committees, boards, staff), the
creation of small group ministry, the organization of
monthly special services/events that engage people not
already affiliated with Westminster, and a more robust,
creative worship experience. Much more to come!

You Can Assist in
Preparing the Way

Children’s News

The Worship Committee invites you, to participate in
the ministry of Worship here at Westminster. Here are
some ways in which you may take an active role in the
church:

Exciting news; the Mission Committee has contributed
$500 towards making care bags for health care
workers. This, in addition to the $220 raised by the
lemonade stand, gives us $770. We will begin making
plans for how to best use the money soon.

Participate as a Handbell Choir Member

By Noel Cregg

On November 14th
Led by choir director Lori Rhodes
following worship
Petit, a new season of Handbell
you and your
Choir rehearsals begins on
children are invited
Sunday, November 7, at 10:45am
to meet us at
following the worship service.
Play Space in
Adults and teens are welcome to
Auburn.
It
will
be
a
fun
time
for
children
to play and
participate. No previous experience is necessary, only
experience fellowship outside of the Worship Center,
a desire to praise God with music! Ability to read
as well as for parents to spend time with each other.
music helpful, but not required. Open to the
community!
Greening of the Church for the Advent Season
The church family will gather at the church at 5:00 PM
on Friday, December 3rd for the purpose of decorating
the Sanctuary, the Narthex, and the Social Room for
the Advent and Christmas seasons. Come, and lend
your hand as we ‘deck the halls’ with visible signs that
remind us of what God has done for us. If you are able,
please bring a snack to share following the activity.
Next month, on December 12th,
following worship, you and your
At Westminster, our tradition is for lay members of the children are invited to come
congregation to assist in leading worship. The Liturgist Christmas caroling at “The
leads the congregation in the Call to Worship, the
Grove”, a 55 and older
Prayer of Confession, and reads aloud the days’
community in Auburn.
Scripture lessons. The Liturgist also gives the ‘Charge’
to the congregation prior to the Pastor’s Benediction at If you haven’t updated your child’s info this year
the close of the worship service.
please do so. It will help us to better communicate with
you and to best meet your child’s needs. As always, if
The Worship Committee desires to have a broad
you have any questions or suggestions please let Ms.
representation of our congregation serve in this
Noel know.
capacity: women and men, girls and boys, the younger
and the older: anyone whose passion is to proclaim the Book Group
Good News. If you are ‘called’ to serve the church in
The Book Group will meet on November 18 at 7pm to
this capacity, please reach out to Audrey McNally in
discuss Ordinary Light: A Memoir by Tracy Smith.
person or by email (audrey.mcnally@gmail.com) to
The group is meeting on Zoom; email Ann Wiley at
arrange a date in the New Year, 2022.
ann@annlwiley.com for the Zoom link.
Lead the Congregation in Worship as a Liturgist

The members of the Worship
Committee welcome your
input: Paul Dungey,
Moderator; Jill Fandrich,
Audrey McNally, Diane
Lehner, Roger Dilmore, Judi
Dorsey-Deacon Representative, Eliza Lawler, Ann
Wiley, Jack Hardy-Tech Team Liaison, Lori Rhodes
Petit, and Pastor Patrick D. Heery.

November Loose
Change Offerings
In November, the
loose offerings will
support the
Veterans Clinic
Services location in
Auburn. The
Veterans Clinic
provides an array
of services that
focus on providing
high-quality and compassionate care to our local
veterans. Since moving into their new location, there has
been an increase of veterans coming into the clinic
requesting services.
The Veterans Clinic helps homeless veterans locate
secure stable housing for themselves and their families.
Through case management services, the veteran may
receive assistance in obtaining a rental or employment,
and assistance in getting VA and educational benefits.
The Veterans Clinic medical services include primary
care; behavioral health care for veterans experiencing
personal and emotional problems, including drug and
alcohol problems; smoking cessations program; personal
care; routine diagnostic procedures; laboratory blood
drawing and analysis, prescriptions; radiology; clinical
pharmacologist; suicide prevention hotline.
All donations will be for our local veterans who need
assistance with the cost of transportation, medicine,
personal supplies, clothing, and food. The staff at the
clinic stated how overwhelmed veterans have been when
receiving gas cards which have helped them with their
visits to the Cancer Center and/or Veteran Hospital in
Syracuse. When the veterans receive the gift cards, they
are informed by the staff that the cards were provided by
Westminster Presbyterian Church to help them with their
clothing, food, and travel needs.

Sock Distribution

The Mission Committee invites
you to join us as we distribute
socks and Christmas goodies to
our friends at the St. Peter and
John’s Soup Kitchen on
December 11 from 11:00-12:30.
Westminster continues to
support this much needed
community effort through
financial donations and
volunteer hours. To sign-up to participate, contact Susan
Marteney, Chair of the WPC Mission Committee.

Volunteers Needed
Saints Peter and John Soup Kitchen is now serving
approximately 180 meals every Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday. We need volunteers! Please
consider a regular volunteering gig. Regular volunteer
hours are 9am until 1pm; however, even 9am to 11:30am
would help us immensely! Contact Nina Wickett at
315-436-3178.

Giving Tree 2021
Westminster Presbyterian Church is
again joining with the Cayuga
County Early Intervention Program
to help make Christmas a time of
joy for some of their clients. This
year we will have two methods of supporting these
families through our Giving Tree mission project:
1. For those individuals who enjoy the opportunity to
select a gift request from underneath a tree, the
Christmas Giving Tree will be placed in the church
narthex with gift tags available for you to select. Please
select a gift tag, purchase and wrap the present, tie the 2
part gift tag to the present and return it to the church by
Sunday December 5.
2. As we did last year, a special Giving Tree
Westminstergram will be sent out in mid-November with
a list of gifts from which you can make a selection.
Please select a gift request from the list, purchase and
wrap the present, label it with the recipient’s identifying
number and return it to the church by December 5.
Additional instructions for this method will be included
in the Westminstergram.
If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Hiza
at 315-283-8419 or geotoni@roadrunner.com.

Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received on
December 19. It provides an opportunity for
congregations to support the poor in circumstance or
spirit. Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will be
distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the
Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships at
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
The Assistance Program provides critical financial
assistance to eligible workers in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), their families, and to qualifying retired church
workers and their families. The Assistance Program also
sponsors grants for vocational training of clergy.
The Christmas Joy Offering provides opportunities for
deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related ethnic
colleges and schools. Your generous gifts to this
offering will shine the One True Light of Christ’s love.

Pride House

By Chris Patch

On September 30th,
Pride House held an
informational
session designed to
disseminate
information to
providers and
educators; only a few
parents were
expected. So, the
turnout was a bit of a surprise. Although, we have the
support of providers, schools and other organizations
only a few of them were able to attend, instead youth
and parents attended. Within a half hour the
parents understood the values and goals of Pride
House, and were satisfied that their children were in a
safe space. Soon after parents left and the youth
stayed. A planned hour-long informational session
turned into two-hours of youth talking, sharing stories,
meeting new people and feeling comfortable and safe.
We had about ten youth show up that night. At the end
of the night, the question asked by most was, “When
can we come here again?” Well, for the next two weeks
they returned, brought friends, ate pizza and laughed.
Many of these youth who are made to feel like outsiders
by their family, classmates and society, laughed. Most
of us take laughing for granted, but I never will again.
Everyone deserves to laugh, not to be ostracized, and
accepted for who they are, regardless of their sexuality
or gender. Many individuals from Westminster and the
community have supported this project, and I hope
more will step forward. There are many goals and plans
for youth workshops, events and outings, but there is a
need for volunteers. With more volunteers, we
can answer the question, “When can we come here
again?” with tomorrow, and the day after that, and the
day after that.
If you are interested in volunteering or just want
more information, contact me directly
at PrideHouseNY@gmail.com . The website is still a
work in progress, but check it out,
http://pridehouseny.org

Journey through the Bible
All ages, young
and old, are
walking together
on a “Journey
through the
Bible”, meeting
the key stories
and people who
collectively
shape our faith as Christians. Adults are reading at their
own pace, choosing from an assortment of reading
guides which work through the Old and New Testament
throughout the course of the year. Videos and other
resources are suggested on social media, and in once a
month Adult Forums. Ann Wiley is hosting regular
Tuesday evening check-ins at 7pm on Zoom as well, for
anyone who wants to informally discuss what they’re
discovering. The November education hour will be
Sunday November 21 following worship.
Older youth are meeting with Chris Patch on a similar
journey. In September, they discussed the overall
structure of the Bible and examined covenants and what
they mean to our relationship with God. Next, they’ll
explore the books of Genesis and Exodus, and focus on
God, who brought into existence all of creation from a
formless void and a nation who God elected—the
Israelites. The goal of the journey is to get everyone
excited to engage with the Bible on their own, ask
questions, and see the value of scripture in their daily
lives.
Noel Cregg is leading the young children on their own
journey through the Bible, with weekly Worship Center
stories and also with special lessons on the Sundays that
adults and youth meet in their forums.
We invite parents, caregivers and members of the
congregation to purposely and authentically engage our
youth, share stories of faith with them, help them
to become captivated by stories of ordinary people
accomplishing extraordinary things with the aid of
God. Encourage them to never stop asking questions,
even the ones that challenge us.

Fully Restored E.M. Skinner
Pipe Organ Returning Soon
All refurbished parts of our E.M. Skinner pipe organ
have been transported to the church and placed upstairs
in the loft, choral room, or rehearsal hall. The raising
of the refinished/rebuilt console by dual forklifts to its
home in the loft was an amazing process. Kerner &
Merchant technicians will now work onsite to rebuild
the organ within its chamber by Christmastime. Please
check the church’s Facebook page for photos and
videos of the ongoing process.
New donations to the “Ode to Joy” Organ Restoration
Fund have slowed over the summer, but payments
continue to come in from pledges to the same. Pledges
and gifts totaling $169,880 have been made, of which
the church has so far received $109,040. If you would
like to join the list of over one hundred donors to our
"Ode to Joy" campaign, brochures and donation cards
are available in the Narthex.

Property Committee News
By Beth Loomis

Winter Is Almost Here!

On snowy
Sundays, the
Your Property Committee has been
hardworking
busy with upkeep and improvements
and dedicated
for our beautiful and historic buildings
members of
and grounds. Here are some highlights:
the Property
Committee
 Fred Dennis Roofing has repaired the slate roof on arrive at
the sanctuary building and replaced screening on
church by 8am
the bell tower.
to shovel the
walks and
 Finger Lakes Hardwood Floors is in the process of
refinishing floors in the REACH wing hallway and steps, and
plow the
in the former REV areas. Many, many thanks to
those who spent a recent Saturday morning ripping parking lots, making sure everyone has safe access to
Sunday worship. If you have a strong back and a
out and disposing of old carpet in the REV rooms
willing heart, please lend a hand to the Property
to prepare for this to be done: Jill and Mark
Committee members on any snowy Sunday!
Fandrich, Joe Runkle, Paul Dungey, Rob
Schemerhorn and Jim Burlingame.
Please also be mindful of the snow and ice which may
slide from the slate roofs during the winter. Do not
 The boiler/gas leak problem that occurred in
park your car by the sides of the church building, and
October was repaired by our boiler expert, Marc
do not walk along the sides of the church when
Patterson. Marc is also installing a new heater in
conditions make ice slides likely. There is an alternate
the sanctuary to replace the old, non-functioning
handicapped-accessible entrance by the playground
one.
behind the church which enters directly into the
 Beardsley Architects and Engineers has completed sanctuary. Please use this alternate level entrance if the
their thorough assessment of our property and has side door entrance is not safe. If you have any concerns
shared their findings with Session. This provides us about walking to or from your car on Sunday
with an excellent plan moving forward for
mornings, help is available. Just ask an usher or any
maintaining and improving our campus, so that it
church officer.
will last for generations to come.


Last but not least, the former Christian Education
office by the conference room in the education
building has been repurposed as a place for study,
meditation, prayer and quiet conversation. Now
called the Meditation Room, it’s ready for use.
Check it out!

Coat Tree

The Mission Committee has set
up the Coat Tree in the hall
way of the Education Building
again this season to provide
coats, hats, gloves, and scarves
to walk-ins or those in need of
warm winter clothes. If you
have a gently used, clean coat
(adult or children), please bring
it to the coat rack and place other items in the
appropriate boxes.

Deacons "Brunch" and
Christmas Go Bags
In lieu of our typical Deacons
Brunch, the Deacons will be
assembling Christmas Go Bags
and distributing them after
worship on the second Sunday
of Advent, December 5. You'll
be invited to remain after
worship for about 10-15
minutes to write cards to
people in the community who
may be isolated and lonely this
season. Those cards will be
delivered the following week,
while caroling. The Go Bags
will be similar to last year's, with personal devotional
items for your use at home. These bags (safe and
disinfected) will include items such as candles,
cookies, and much more. Those unable to pick them
up after worship will be able to get theirs at the church
during weekday office hours or have them delivered
(based on need).

Stay Informed!
Want to keep up-to-date on all things Westminster?
Checkout our webpage at www.westminsterauburn.org
or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
If you would like to receive the weekly email with
news about upcoming services and events, email the
office at office@westminsterauburn.org and you will
be added to the email list!. Stay on top of all the news
and current events. Welcome!

W

estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the
life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.
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