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How To Worship with Us Online 
 
We've made joining 
worship on Sunday really 
easy. All you have to do 
is go to the church's 
Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
westminsterauburn, scroll 
down below the banner 
image and see the top 
post on the feed; it should 
be the Facebook Live 
video (if it's not there, we 

haven't started yet; try again in a minute). Click on it. 
Now, you're worshiping with us! 
 
Make sure the volume is turned on (the speaker icon in 
the lower right hand corner of the video). Click full 
screen if you want (the icon immediately to the left of 
the speaker icon; looks like four little arrows going in 
different directions). 
 
You can participate by adding comments, liking/
reacting to the video, and sharing the video (we 

encourage you to share, so others can see it too). If 
you have prayer concerns for yourself or your 
immediate family, which you want publicly shared 
(remember this is live on social media), you can post 
those in the comment section, and we'll include them 
in the prayers of the service. 
 
You can watch the video even if you don't have a 
Facebook account. If you'd like assistance in using 
Facebook or Facebook Live, please let us know, and 
we will connect you with one of Westminster's Tech 
Deacons, who will walk you through the process and 
pray with you. 
 
If you experience the video freezing or other technical 
difficulties, it's probably the result of your Internet 
connection as well as the bandwidth strain due to so 
many churches worshiping live at the same time. Try 
refreshing the page. Make sure no other devices are 
using the Internet in your house. Get closer to your 
modem. Try a different device. 
 
You can also arrange to listen in through the phone. 
Several people have been doing this, with great 
success. Let us know if you'd like to call in. 
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Special May Newsletter 
Westminster brings you a special May newsletter, with information and connection in this time of social 
distancing. We decided not to publish our typical bimonthly newsletter, due to our uncertainty about June. You'll 
receive a separate newsletter for June, once we know more. 
 
Session has decided to extend the closure of the church buildings through the month of May. Pending new 
developments, our first in-person worship will be on Pentecost, May 31 (unless the state extends mandated 
closures further). Until then, we will continue to worship and stay connected online, over the phone, and through 
mailings. Even once we reopen, whenever that may be, we will take special care to ensure your safety, including 
the continuance of online worship. 

http://facebook.com/westminsterauburn
http://facebook.com/westminsterauburn
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Getting Back to Our Roots:  
Church Across Any Distance 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

These are strange times. Businesses 
are shuttered. Schools are closed. 
Hospitals and nursing homes are 
denying visitors. Masks cover the 
faces of strangers. A new phrase, 
"social distancing," has entered our 
vocabulary, as people adjust to a stay
-at-home order. A virus none of us 
had even heard of seven months ago 
has become the leading cause of 
death in the United States. For the 
first time in US history, every state is 

under a disaster declaration. Protestors are demanding a 
return to normalcy, while experts warn of a possible 
resurgence if we end social distancing too soon. 
Worries abound for the millions who are especially 
vulnerable to this fast-acting, easily spreading virus, as 
well as for the many who are out of work, the 
businesses that may never reopen, the children and 
youth who are being irrevocably changed by this 
experience, and those who are especially unsafe right 
now: abuse victims, people struggling with addiction or 
depression, people with disabilities, farmworkers and 
other immigrants, and low- or no-income families. 
 
At a time when people need the church more than ever, 
church buildings are closed. Doors are locked. 
Programs are canceled. 
 
It may feel like these are unprecedented times. I've 
certainly never experienced anything like this before; 
there's a good chance neither have you. And yet, we are 
not the first to tread these waters. 
 
Our story, as Jews and Christians, was born in these 
waters. The Torah tells us that when the people of the 
earth sought to gather in one place, and eliminate all 
differences among them, and thus posed a danger to the 
world, God struck down the Tower of Babel and 
"scattered" the people (Gen. 11). In the Book of 
Exodus, God commands the Israelites to shelter in their 
homes, while disease traveled through the land. From 
this day comes the Feast of Passover, celebrated by 
Jesus himself: "And when your children ask you, ‘What 
do you mean by this observance?’ you shall say, ‘It is 
the passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over 
the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck 
down the Egyptians but spared our houses.’ And the 
people bowed down and worshiped" (Ex. 12:26-27). 
 
The laws instituted by God in the Books of Exodus and 

Deuteronomy make special provision for the protection 
of the most vulnerable: widows, orphans, the poor, the 
immigrant, escaped slaves. These laws demand that the 
rest of society make sacrifices to ensure their wellbeing. 
These laws even make special note of how to guard 
against the spread of disease, implementing an ancient 
version of social distancing. 
 
According to the Gospels, after Jesus died, the disciples 
were scattered, isolated. Though a few came to his 
tomb, the resurrected Jesus did not wait for the 
disciples to gather together in one place. No. He came 
to them and found them where they were. He met 
disciples on a highway to Emmaus; he met others in a 
locked house, who sheltered in fear; yet others, he met 
on a lakeshore, essential workers whose fishing could 
not wait. 
 
The early church of Acts was not one of grand steeples 
and packed stadiums. Mostly, it consisted of house 
churches, underground movements, small cadres of 
people proclaiming the love of God. The gospel spread 
one household at a time. It was in that context that the 
Apostle Paul penned these words: "Who will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:35, 37-39). 
 
When Paul wrote those words in Romans, stating that 
nothing, not coronavirus, not social distancing, can 
separate us from the love of God, or the love of one 
another, he did so remotely. All those epistles from 
Paul, they were all written from afar, sometimes from 
prison, sometimes from illness, sometimes across 
whole continents. He knew that the Word of God could 
travel any distance; the Church does not close. We may 
not be together physically, but we are always the body 
of Christ, and that body cannot be broken. Paul's letters 
became the visible link between those separated 
households of worshipers, and eventually became the 
bedrock of a new movement, first called the Way, and 
then Christianity. Far from a hindrance, those letters 
spread the gospel; they left us something permanent we 
can read to this day. 
 
Paul used letters; we're using letters too: mailings, 
newsletters, phone calls, social media, online worship.  
 
    (continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 2) 
He used trusted disciples to deliver his messages; we're 
using the Internet, perhaps not as trustworthy(!), but 
certainly quicker! And just as Paul, from afar, 
connected with his siblings in Christ through prayer, so 
do we. Churches did this during the pandemic of 1918, 
commonly and mistakenly known as the Spanish Flu, 
and we're doing it now. 
 
I think we've never been closer to our roots than right 
now: facing hardship and fear, we make the difficult 
choices necessary to love and protect one another, 
while refusing to cease in our worship and praise of 
God, in our proclamation of the Love that vanquishes 
even death. 
 
Our worship has seen more participation than ever, 
with hundreds and hundreds of people worshiping with 
us every week, including many folks who haven't 
previously been able to. Palm Sunday alone had 1200 
views. Holy Week services of Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Sunrise saw far more 
participants than I've ever experienced in my time with 
you. Every Sunday, people joyously interact, posting 
hundreds of comments, including prayer requests and 
worship responses. We're seeing faith become more 
personal, as people move from Sunday-only worship 
to daily spiritual practices. Many of you are engaging 
in acts of compassion and service, as you seek to care 
for others. 
 
This is the day we remember: the church isn't a 
building; it's not coffee hour, or a pretty bulletin, or 
committee meetings, or thriving programs, or generous 
endowments, or even that wondrous organ. The church 
is people... people loving God, loving one another, 
when it's night and there's no apparent reason to do so. 
We are the Love that will not be stopped. 
 
I can imagine no greater tradition for us to uphold in 
this time of social distancing. 
 
 

Upcoming sermons 
 
May 3: Guest Preacher Kim Patch 
May 10: Raising children in the faith, amid the 
challenges of parenting 
May 17: "To an unknown God," a sermon about 
seeking the unknown faith in Auburn 
May 24: "Staring at the heavens," a sermon about the 
dangers of retreating to the safety of the intellectual 
May 31: "Not us, God in us," a Pentecost sermon 
about the gift of the Spirit 
 
 

Westminster Book Group 
The Westminster Book 
Group will gather on May 21 
at 7pm on Zoom to finish the 
series on Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s Leadership in 
Turbulent Times. The final 
discussion will be on chapter 
10, Crisis Leadership: 
Theodore Roosevelt, led by 
Tony Gero. Regular book 
group attendees will be sent 
an email with an invitation to 
the meeting. If you’d like to 
join, please let Ann Wiley 
know of your interest 
(ann@annwiley.com or 315-
252-2086). Stay tuned for further information about a 
June meeting.  
 

Wednesday Noon Study Resumes 
The Wednesday Noon Study will resume on May 13, 
20, and 27, returning to the discussion of women in the 
Bible. We will meet online through Zoom, which 
provides us the opportunity to interact. If you are 
interested, email pastor@westminsterauburn.org so 
that Patrick can send you the link and instructions on 
how to join. With the permission of participants, 
sessions will be recorded and posted on Facebook. 

  

Refresh 

All women of Westminster, as well as any interested 
friends, are invited to join the Refresh Women’s study 
group on Saturday May 2 at 10am for a virtual zoom 
session. We are studying the women of the New 
Testament and will be looking at Euodia and Syntyche 
(women in conflict) from Philippians 3:20-4:9; 2:1-8. 
 
Anyone interested should email 
refreshwithin@yahoo.com for the Zoom invitation. 
We will also share, through email, the study questions 
ahead of time. This is a time for women to connect, 
learn a little something about God’s Word, and share 
some prayer time and fellowship.  
 

mailto:ann@annwiley.com
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
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May Loose Change:  

Uganda Education Fund 
How is Westminster's family in Uganda weathering the 
Covid 19 pandemic?   
 
Most businesses have been closed, including the dress 
shop that Agnes and her sister Margret so recently 
opened.  The sisters are now confined to their homes, 
Margret with her husband and 2-year-old daughter and 
Agnes with nephews Solomon and Darius, whose 
education is being sponsored by Westminster.  Agnes's 
brother Fred has been laid off from his job due to the 
pandemic, making it impossible for him to support his 
wife, two children, and niece Jesca who lives with 
them.  There is no government assistance for families 
facing these challenges.  Agnes wrote that she is eating 
one meal a day so the boys can have two. 
 
In addition, the schools are now closed.  But 
Westminster's Education Fund for Ugandan Children is 
still vitally important.  Solomon and Darius are eagerly 
awaiting the time when they can return to school.  After 
every term, both boys have sent us letters of thanks as 
well as their excellent report cards, which always praise 
their diligent work and outstanding motivation.  So the 
Mission Committee is moving ahead with the "Loose 
Offering" scheduled for May, which is designated for 
the Education Fund.  By generously supporting this fund 
now, we will be prepared to send our boys back to 
school as soon as possible. While the church is closed, 
you can make contributions to the loose offerings by 
mailing a check to the church office or by using the 
online giving links on the “Give” page of the church’s 
website (www.westminsterauburn.org).  
 
We are also excited to report on a miracle that has 
enabled us to help our Ugandan family during the 
pandemic.  We have created a special fund designated to 
help them meet the challenge of paying rent, buying 
food, and meeting other necessary expenses during the 
pandemic.  The Mission Committee committed $500 and 
reached out to several individuals who are sponsoring 
tuition for Martha and Jesca, children in our Ugandan 
family.  Diane Kalweit, a frequent guest soloist in 
Westminster and also the school sponsor of Martha, was 
inspired to write to her family and friends about the 
Ugandan family and to ask them to contribute to the 
pandemic fund.  The result was a miracle!  People were 
far more generous than anyone (including Diane) 
expected, and a total of $2,250 came in! Diane said 
simply, "All I did was ask." Together with the church's 
contribution and a few others, we reached a grand total 
of $2,910, which has now been wired to Agnes's 
bank.  She and her family are amazed and grateful; she 
wrote to us saying, "There is lots of joy here!" 

REACH   
Since the beginning of the Coronavirus outbreak, 
REACH has tried to incorporate social media, video 
conferencing, and other technologies to offer updates 
and meaningful programming to our church family and 
community. Of course, there is no substitute for real life 
interaction, and at times technology may seem a bit 
impersonal, but it can still be a meaningful way for us 
to gather, learn and thrive in our faith together.   
 

The Children’s Worship Center  
In the Children’s Worship Center, we have been 
creating short animated videos from the Worship Center 
stories Noel had scheduled for the children. These 
videos, narrated by Noel, along with the “I wonder 
questions” are posted to the Westminster REACH 
Facebook group page every Sunday morning at 8:00 am. 
These videos have been well received by caregivers and 
children. In addition to the videos, Noel is taking 
advantage of Zoom by inviting caregivers 
and children to join her on Sunday afternoons as 
she reads selected stories live. Join the Westminster 
REACH Facebook group for details.  
 

Youth Forums   
Even though we can’t get together in person, we are still 
planning Youth Forums. In the past, the topics of the 
Youth Forums were aligned with the Adult 
Forums whenever possible, but until we resume our 
normal services the youth will be moving forward with 
a stand-alone series called, “Working Our Way Through 
It.” The series focuses on the structure of the Bible and 
the big picture of God’s grace. The series is a 
combination of animated videos posted on Facebook and 
discussions led by Chris through Zoom. Similar to this 
series, we just concluded our youth series of Science and 
Faith, wherein we explored how scientific principles are 
found throughout the Bible. These videos can still be 
found on the Westminster REACH Facebook group. 
Check these out; it’s never too late to learn.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.westminsterauburn.org
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Holy Conversations  Update 
Westminster's Holy Conversations team continues its 
work, as it discerns God's vision for our church's 
future. In March, the team met online over Zoom, 
reflected upon Westminster's history through a 
reading of 150 Years, and shared the results of 
interviews with long-time members. 
 
The team discussed how Westminster has changed 
over the years, and how it may have experienced a 
fundamental shift in the 20th century, when mainline, 
progressive churches turned their focus to the more 
secular pursuits of education, fellowship, and 
community service, while evangelical churches 
focused on individual faith formation and Jesus 
Christ. This split between personal faith and outward 
service left a rupture in the church in the United 
States that is felt to this day. 
 
Through the interviews, a number of themes emerged. 
When identifying those things that are essential to 
Westminster, many long-time members named youth 
programing, the church's history and building, a 
commitment to social justice, personal relationships, 
and a spirit that is open to questioning and different 
viewpoints. When asked about a time of excitement in 
the church, children's and youth programming were 
most commonly cited, specifically Music & More. 
Challenges included decreasing children and young 
people, a growing diversity of people that challenges 
an existing cohesive social system, a lack of clarity 

about the church's identity, and a proliferation of 
projects in the community without focus. When asked 
what would make long-time members leave the 
church, they responded: not feeling welcomed, 
moving to a more evangelical or contemporary style 
of church and worship, difficulty hearing or other 
barriers due to an aging congregation, and people they 
don't get along with or who disrupt their experience of 
church. One concern that emerged through these 
interviews was that, while Westminster might want 
the image of a welcoming, diverse, missional 
congregation, a portion of the congregation may not 
want the changes that accompany such an identity. 
That's normal and human, and whether true or not, 
will require lots more listening and analysis. The goal 
of Holy Conversations is not to dictate the agenda of 
Westminster's future, but rather to gather an honest 
picture of where we are now and where God is calling 
us. 
 
To that end, the team's April meeting consisted of a 
reading of chapters four and five of "Organizing 
Church: Grassroots Practices for Embodying Change 
in Your Congregation, Your Community, and Our 
World" by Tim Conders and Dan Rhodes. Those 
chapters offer strategies on reconnecting the church 
through relational, one-on-one meetings and house 
meetings. Patrick offered an extensive training. Over 
the next six months or more, members of the team 
will be reaching out to you to schedule a time to get to 
know you and what's important to you better, and to 
discern how that might shape the future of our church. 

Pledges and Giving 
Among the many things we can’t do while the 
building is closed is pass the collection plate on 
Sunday mornings. But we can pass a virtual plate in 
order to continue financial support of the church! 
Please remember to pay your pledge and support the 
church financially during the quarantine.  
 
The church continues to pay all the staff (who are 
working as hard as ever from home!), as well as pay 
the usual bills—heat, light, water, insurance, and 
maintenance. We are also continuing to pay per capita 
and help organizations who are helping others, like 
Calvary Food Pantry and the Hunger Task Force. We 
also need to remember our loose change recipients (in 
May, that’s the education fund for Solomon and 
Darius in Uganda).  
 
You can still mail checks to the church, and note in the 
memo line what the check is for (pledge, general 
giving, loose change, or some combination of those).  
 

Or you can make a payment on 
the “Give” page of the church’s 
webpage 
www.westminsterauburn.org.  
 
We have had a PayPal account 
for a number of years, but we are 
also introducing a new safe, 
secure, and easy online giving 
option  through the Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Look for the link on 

the “Give” page for this new option. It can be used for 
one-time or recurring payments. There will also be a 
mobile option. We will provide detailed information 
about the Presbyterian Foundation online giving  
option in a westminstergram once it is up and running. 
The PayPal option will still be available while we 
transition. 
 
Thank you for continuing to support the church 
financially so that its work can continue (and grow!) 
uninterrupted.  

http://www.westminsterauburn.org
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Worship in the time of quarantine 
By Jill Fandrich 
(this article appeared in The Citizen on  April 19) 
 
This isn’t the Easter column I thought I would write.  
 
Our original Easter plans included a Palm Sunday 
processional and pancake breakfast, a potluck meal on 
Maundy Thursday, a sunrise gathering on Easter 
morning and a big traditional Easter worship service in 
the sanctuary with festive music, communion, and an 
egg hunt for the children.  

 
In mid-March, in 
the blink of an eye, 
we found ourselves 
with the church 
building closed and 
all gatherings 
canceled, including 
worship. At first 
we thought it might 
only be a couple 

weeks. Then we realized we’d be closed through 
Easter. Now it looks like social distancing could last a 
long time, perhaps into the summer.  
 
With lightning speed, the church adapted to being a 
church without walls. Our first attempt at on-line 
worship was a shaky hand-held video of the last 
sparsely-attended worship service we held in the 
building on March 15. It was broadcast on the church’s 
Facebook page, and we immediately found that we 
were joined not only by folks staying at home out of 
fear of infection, but also members and friends who 
have not been able to attend worship in person for a 
long time. A beloved member battling cancer was 
thrilled to be in worship for the first time in months.  
Snowbirds joined us from Florida. Former members 
living out of state signed on. Shut-ins and their 
caregivers participated in worship.  
 
In subsequent weeks, our pastor Patrick Heery led 
worship via Facebook Live from his study. We are 
finding that “attendance” is much higher than it is for in
-person worship. In addition to our regulars, we’ve 
welcomed community members, college students, 
friends whose own churches aren’t offering on-line 
worship, relatives of our members, and many others. 
Folks without internet listen in on phones held up to 
computer speakers. Not only are the gatherings large, 
they are interactive and lively, especially for us usually 
reticent Presbyterians. The comments section is full of 
prayer requests, greetings, responses, amens, and words 
of encouragement.  

 
On Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter, we 
celebrated communion “together.” The sacrament of 
communion, as the very word suggests, is supposed to 
be shared in community, with the gathered 
congregation breaking bread and drinking juice 
together. During this time of crisis, our denominational 
leadership has approved new ways to share 
communion, faithful to the sacrament.  As we gather on
-line, Pastor Patrick breaks bread and pours juice, says 
the words of institution and blesses the elements, and 
invites us to eat whatever food and drink we have in 
our kitchens. Our “breads” are pancakes, goldfish 
crackers, cookies, toast, pop tarts, and granola bars. 
Our “wine” is orange juice, milk, water, coffee, tea, and 
wine (even champagne!). Communion this way is 
beautiful, sacred, and special. We recognize Jesus in 
our midst as we share common foods that sustain us, 
nourish us, and comfort us. For me, this has made the 
sacrament come alive in new ways.   
 
On Easter Sunday, we worshiped in our own homes, 
not unlike the early followers of Christ who heard the 
good news of Jesus’ resurrection while huddled in their 
homes afraid, confused, and scattered.  
 
We are learning a lot about how to be the church during 
this crisis. For many of us, our identity is strongly 
connected to the building in which we worship.  I miss 
worshiping in the Westminster sanctuary with its 
inspiring Tiffany window and its magnificent Skinner 
pipe organ. I miss seeing the faces of my church 
family, singing hymns together, seeing the children run 
up the aisles, and gathering for studies and discussions 
(and even meetings). I look forward to worshiping 
together again. 
 
But church buildings tend to compartmentalize our 
faith, making us think that God is only present to us for 
one hour on Sunday morning. But God’s grace reaches 
everywhere. While quarantined, we’re seeing faith 
lived out in our homes, on social media, and in the 
community throughout the week. Families are 
incorporating faith formation in everyday activities-- 
baking bread, making cards, sharing stories, and 
praying together. Individuals are reaching out to one 
another with phone calls and cards, making face masks, 
supporting local businesses, feeding the hungry, and 
showing Christ’s love through action.  
 
Quarantine is changing how we are the church, and as 
strange as it sounds, a lot of it is for the better. When 
this is over, I think we’ll find ourselves appreciating 
what we’ve missed and returning to church with joy, 
but also continuing the new ways we are being the 
church beyond its walls.  
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Need a mask?  
Several members of our 
congregation are making cloth 
face masks. These are not 
medical grade masks, but they 
do comply with the 
governor’s orders to cover our 
faces in public. If you need a 
mask, we will give you one. 
They are free, but if you are 
able, please make a donation 
to Calvary Food Pantry, the 
Auburn Hunger Task Force, 
loose change, or a not-for-
profit of your choice to “pay it 
forward.”  
 
Fabric and elastic are hard to come by these days so 
supplies are limited, but we are trying to make these 
available to all church friends who need them. We will 
practice safe distances for delivery or pick-up. No 
mailings please, in order to avoid going to the post 
office. Contact Jill Fandrich for more information.  
 

Staying connected 
While the church building is closed, other ways to stay 
connected are all the more important. Here are some 
ways to keep in touch:  
 
Are you receiving Patrick’s “westminstergrams”? These 
are weekly emails (usually arriving on Thursday 
mornings) with information about Sunday worship and 
other news about the church. If you’d like to receive 
these informative emails, please contact Patrick at 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org.  
 
The church’s Facebook page is updated daily and is a 
great way to stay connected. “Like” the page at 
facebook.com/westminsterauburn/ . The church also has 
social media accounts on Twitter and Instagram.  
 
The Westminster REACH page on Facebook is a 
“closed group,” which means members can post and 
comment in a private group.  Press the “join” button , 
and Chris Patch will approve your request to join  
 
Programs meeting on Zoom also require an invitation 
for security reasons. Instructions are in individual 
articles in this newsletter about how to join Zoom 
meetings.  
 
 
 

 
 

Session Highlights 
 Since our last worship service within the walls of our 
sanctuary the Session has been very focused on "staying 
connected" to our church family and how we live and 
worship God outside the stone walls of our 
building.  We have held extra meetings, said more 
prayers and had long deliberations on the best way to 
keep our church family safe during the pandemic of 
COVID -19.  We care about each person and want to be 
there for each member when needed.  These are a few of 
the things we have done: 
  
*  We agreed to close the church building completely - 
for all use, not just the church's but all 
organizations.  Initially, this was from March 17th -
April 14th.  But on April 13th it was agreed that we 
would extend the closing until May 30th. 
  
*  Even though there are many unknowns about the 
pandemic and social distancing it was decided that our 
first worship service back in the sanctuary of our 
building will be on Pentecost Sunday, May 31st. 
  
*  It was decided to hold online worship services on 
Facebook Live to offer easy access to all people within 
our congregation and visitors as well. 
  
*  Agreed to offer other services online including Lenten 
Study on Wednesday nights, Maundy Thursday service 
and Good Friday service. 
  
*  Implemented a "Member Care" program where each 
of our Session members and Deacons took 5 of our 
members/families to stay connected with during these 
days of social distancing.  We want the concerns and 
needs of our congregation to be given the attention and 
help need during these challenging times. 
  
*  Approved a $1,000 donation to support the Hunger 
Task Force and the Calvary Food Pantry to help meet 
the increased demand with so many people not able to 
provide for their families. 
  
* Approved the purchase of a very large banner 
proclaiming "HE IS RISEN" for installation on the 
church lawn. 
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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Day(s) of Service 
We originally planned to 
hold the second annual 
Day of Service on 
Saturday, May 16, spreading through the city in full force 
to participate in service projects. Although we have to 
postpone the Day of Service this spring, we can replace it 
with individual acts of service spread over many days!  
 
There are plenty of ways to help others even while 
quarantined. Perhaps you could pick up the phone and 
call a church member who lives alone. Or send a note to 
let someone know you’re thinking of them. If you’re 
cooking or baking, is there someone you could take a 
meal to? Start a garden and plant an extra row of 
vegetables for the food pantries or Hunger Task Force. 
Sew a face mask for yourself and for a friend. Consider 
mowing your neighbor’s lawn. Go through your old 
books or magazines, and put them in the church’s Little 
Free Library. Make a donation to an organization on the 
front line of helping homeless, hungry, sick, or 
unemployed individuals.  
 
The spirit of the Day of Service can inspire us to make 
every day a day of service to others.  

Virtual Community Nights  
In an attempt to help with the boredom, restlessness and 
stress many of our children and youth are facing (adults 
too), REACH will begin virtual family and community 
nights starting  Wednesday, April 29 at 5:00pm. We will 
be able to connect through Zoom to play trivia, 
virtual games and some other surprise activities. There 
are still a lot of opportunities to connect so if you haven’t 
already checked out the Westminster REACH Facebook 
group, join it and stay up to date with what’s going on.. 
Email Chris Patch at chrispatchtmt@gmail.com for more 
information about the community nights. 
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