
Westminster looking forward: 

COVID-19 and Racial Justice 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  
Once long ago, the prophet Jeremiah 
wrote to his people in exile. They 
probably felt a lot like us right now: 
dislocated, afraid, lonely, cut off from the 
spaces, rituals, and people that keep us 

rooted. Their world felt upended, just as ours does, from 
COVID-19 to racial injustice. What is Jeremiah's 
advice? He tells them to adapt and find joy where they 
can; seek the welfare of the city; don't wait for things to 
return to normal, but live, now. Then, God makes a 
promise. God says, "For surely I know the plans I have 
for you... plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope" (29:11). God will bring 
God's people home: to their nation, to their families, to 
their church. 
 
It was in that spirit that your Session decided on July 6 
to extend our current Phase One and renew discussions 
of Phase Two at its August 17th meeting. This means 
that Westminster will remain in Phase One of its 
reopening: the church buildings are open for individuals 
and small groups; staff are able to work at the church, 
while still allowed to work from home if medical 
reasons warrant; and worship continues online only 
(with exception for small funerals, weddings, baptisms, 
and other such occasions). 
 
This was not an easy decision, and I'm not sure there 
was a right one or wrong one to make (both options of 
reopening or not could have been faithful); what 
mattered was that Session made its decision for the right 
reasons: the sacredness of life, which it is our mandate 
to protect; the ability to be God's church without a 
building; the concern for the most vulnerable among us; 
and the intent to respect medical experts. 

I know this comes as a disappointment to those of us 
who really miss church community. So my 
encouragement is this: BE ABOUT THE BUSINESS 
OF LOVE. Reach out to one another, stand up for one 
another in causes of justice, listen, pray, and volunteer 
when safe. 
 
Westminster certainly has not been stopped in its 
proclamation of love, life, and freedom. Many of you 
have already heard about the theft and vandalism of our 
Black Lives Matter sign, and what that sign represents, 
and the amazing hope that has emerged out of these 
events. Truly, the outpouring of love and solidarity 
from our community have been breathtaking. There 
isn't space here for me to tell you the whole story, so I 
encourage you to go to westminsterauburn.org/blog, 
where you can read articles on this subject, 
recommended actions, and updates on what has 
happened.  
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Reclaiming the Old Testament 
This summer Shavonn Lynch will be leading a summer 
course on Reclaiming the Old Testament, discussing the 
relevance the Old Testament has for us as Christians 
today.  The group meets Tuesday evenings throughout 
July and August at 7 pm via Zoom.  
 
The series will journey through the Old Testament as 
follows:   
 
Week 1: Unpacking the Pentateuch  
              (Genesis – Deuteronomy) 
Week 2: Role of Judges and Kings  
              (Judges – 2 Chronicles) 
Week 3: Psalms 
Week 4: Wisdom  
              (Job – Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon) 
Week 5: Major Prophets (Isaiah – Daniel) 
Week 6: Minor Prophets (Hosea – Malachi) 
Week 7: Covenants  
              (Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic) 
Week 8: Root of Jesse 
 
Shavonn is a recent M.Div graduate of Northeastern 
Seminary, and she is excited to offer this series to all 
interested.  Please email lynchshavonn@yahoo.com for 
a Zoom invitation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contemplative Hikes July 18 and August 22 
On Saturday, July 18, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
wander in a peaceful wood, along a creek and 
shimmering cascade, as we hike the nearby Skaneateles 
Conservation Area. This hike will be easy to moderate 
in difficulty. Learn more: https://skaak.org/. 
 
On Saturday, August 22, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
hike the wild beauty, rugged gorge, and numerous 
waterfalls of the Robert H. Treman State Park.  
This hike will be more difficult. Learn more: https://
parks.ny.gov/parks/135/.aspx. 
 
RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org).  

July "Stump the Pastor" Conversations  

and August Sermons 
For each Sunday in July, in place of a sermon, Patrick 
will tackle a topic that you have posed and answer your 
questions, all while live on Facebook. He will have two 
minutes to answer each question, while an egg timer 
counts down. If nothing else, watching Patrick sweat 
should be amusing! Any topic related to faith is fair 
game: money, speaking in tongues, the historical Jesus, 
salvation... anything. Just make sure it's specific. You 
can take our "Stump the Pastor" poll on our Facebook 
page, email pastor@westminsterauburn.org, or leave a 
voicemail at the church. 
 
What topics do you want to ask Patrick about? Let's 
have a conversation! 
 
In August, we will return with sermons... 
Aug. 2: Guest Preacher Kim Patch 
Aug. 9: Guest Preacher Shavonn Lynch 
Aug. 16: "How to pray without words," a sermon  
                about the challenges of prayer 
Aug. 23: "Know each other, and be free," a sermon  
                about the separations in our lives 
Aug. 30: "Remember who you are," a sermon about  
                cultural and personal amnesia 
 

Holy Conversations Update 
By Kim Patch 
Summer is finally here and we are expanding the holy 
conversations. We are at the point in our process where 
we are contacting church members and having one-on-
one holy conversations. We have been having these 
monthly conversations together in a group but now it is 
time to expand the conversation. This is an exciting part 
of the journey because we get to hear your input, your 
opinion and what God is doing in your life. We are 
excited to spend this time with you in order to get to 
know you better. Although it may not seem so, this all 
comes together at the end of this conversation process. 
 
We will be putting all the information together from our 
one-on-one conversations with you. We believe we will 
gain some wonderful insight to the whole of the church, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, by speaking with the 
church, our Westminster members. We also believe this 
part of the process will enlighten us to topics or issues 
we may not otherwise approach or come to by 
ourselves. This is your opportunity to guide the Holy 
Conversations team to a more cohesive and in depth 
view of how God is working through the church body, 
what opportunities lie ahead for Westminster, and what 
changes lie ahead for this church. 
 
We look forward to our holy conversations with you. 
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Online Giving 
Westminster has a safe, easy, and convenient way to 
give your tithes and offerings online using a debit or 
credit card or electronic funds transfer. The service, is 
easily accessed through the “Give” page on the 
church’s website or by using the free app 
"GivePlus” (which you can find in the App Store or 
Google Play).   
 
When you give online, you can designate your 
donation to a variety of funds (pledge/general fund, 
loose offerings, special offerings, Deacons, and per 
capita). 
 
Visit www.westminsterauburn.org today and see for 
yourself how easy it is to give online. Look for the 
"Give Now" button  on either the home page or on the 
“Give” page of the church website. 
 
Contributions to Westminster can also be made by 
mailing a check to the church office at 17 William St, 
Auburn, NY 13021. Cash and check offerings will 
resume physically on Sunday mornings when we 
eventually return to in-person worship . 

 
You can also access the 
on-line giving platform 
by using this QR code. 

We are grateful for your 
ongoing support of the 
work of God through 
your contributions to the 
church. 
 

 

 

Refresh  
The Refresh women’s group 
continues to meet throughout 
the summer! We are currently 
working through the study, 
Seamless, by Angie Smith, 
understanding the Bible as one 
complete story. The joy of this 
study is to learn and grow in a 
small community of women. 
 
All women of Westminster are welcome and 
encouraged to join us in community and learning; or 
invite a friend!  We will continue to study on 
Saturdays, using zoom video meet throughout the 
study. For more information, please contact Aja Hahn 
at refreshwithin@yahoo.com.  
 

Session Highlights 
From Monta Faye Tuxill, Clerk of Session 
 Member care has continued to be the focus of 

Session during the days that now have become 
months since we last gathered in our 
sanctuary.  Although we are eager to be together 
we want to be careful and make good decisions for 
our church family's well being. The attendance and 
feedback from the Facebook Live Sunday worship 
services have been excellent. 

  
 We had hoped to move to Phase 2 and hold our 

first service together in person on July 5th but we 
agreed to delay that date.  We called a special 
meeting for Monday, July 6th to set a "new 
date".  We also discussed holding some outdoor 
services during the summer months. At the July 6 
meeting, we decided to continue Phase 1 of the 
church’s reopening plan (including online worship 
only) at this time. Session will reconsider  when to 
begin Phase 2 at the August session meeting.  

 
 Approved Shavonn Lynch teaching 9 summer 

classes entitled, "Reclaiming The Old Testament.” 
  
 From our discussion on how we can be involved 

and creative at this time in Racial Justice we 
approved having a large banner made and posted 
on the front lawn.  The banner reads, "ALL LIVES 
CAN'T MATTER-UNTIL-BLACK LIVES 
MATTER.” At a special meeting on July 6, the 
session heard about the theft and vandalism of the 
sign, and discussed appropriate response.  

   
 Directed a small task group to look into the 

installation of security cameras on church property.  

Special Meeting of Presbytery on 

Vanderkamp 
The Moderator of the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse 
has called a special meeting for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 14, 2020 for the purpose of discussing issues 
related to Vanderkamp. This meeting will be held on 
the Zoom online platform. 
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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

REACH Summer Plans 
By Noel Lardeo 
Hi parents and caregivers!  We are so happy to be able to 
resume meeting in small groups.  Under the current 
guidelines we are able to meet in groups of 12 or less, 
including adults. Amen!  
 
On Sundays we are meeting from 11am-12:30pm for an 
outdoor spiritual activity.  The location will change each 
week and you can find that out by visiting our Facebook 
page or contacting Chris Patch or Noel Lardeo.   
 
We are also excited to announce a bi-monthly "Adults’ 
Night Out.” Our July dates are the 10th and 31st, from 5-
8p.m.  We are going to have guests from the community 
come to speak to children and teach them various skills 
from art to music.  
  
For both programs we are asking parents to let us know 
in advance if your child(ren) will be attending to avoid 
having to turn anyone away due to going over our current 
restriction of 12 people. 
 
We look forward to a summer full of fun, learning, and 
spiritual growth with your children. 

Loose Change Offerings 
It has been Westminster’s practice for many years to give 
the loose change collected in the offering plates to 
organizations or special causes. Even when we are not 
passing a physical offering plate, we are still collecting 
“loose change” through online giving. The first Sunday 
of each month, all loose offerings are given to the 
Calvary Food Pantry. The rest of the Sundays in August, 
loose offerings will go to the Auburn Hunger Task Force, 
which was formed last winter to provide free daily 
lunches to people who need them, filling a need which 
used to be met by First Love Ministries. You can choose 
“loose offerings” when you give online or you can mail a 
check with “loose offerings” in the memo line.  
 

Join us for worship online 
Sunday worship continues online every Sunday morning 
at 9:30am on the church’s Facebook page. The online 
worship community continues to grow with lively, active, 
and joyous participation by members and many new 
folks from the community and out-of-state. Join in 
worship on Sunday mornings by going to 
www.facebook.com/westminsterauburn/ at 9:30am. You 
do not need to have a Facebook account of your own to 
participate.  
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