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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Meet Ethan Reilley 
Welcome Ethan Reilley to 
the Westminster staff as 
Nursery Caregiver. Ethan 
joins Chelsea Cater in  
caring for infants and  
toddlers in the social room 
during the worship and  
education hour. Ethan grew 
up in Auburn and just  
graduated from Auburn 
High School in June, with 
honors. In the summer of 
2018, he discovered a call to 
working with children while 
serving as a youth worker at 
Booker T. Washington  

Community Center. After that summer, he became 
staff, providing students with academic assistance, life 
skills, and volunteer opportunities. This fall, he begins 
at Cayuga Community College, studying early  
childhood education. Ethan is warm, kind, and  
energetic, and has a deep love for children. We are so 
blessed to have him join Westminster! 

Book Group 
Book group resumes this fall after a summer hiatus.  
The group will meet on the third  Thursday of each 
month to discuss the following books:    
 

September 19, Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor, 
led by Donna Hunt 
 

October 17, Refugee by Alan Gratz, led by Aja Hahn,   
 

November 15, The Paris Architect by Charles  
Belfoure, led by Robyn Warn.  
 

Calling all Singers! 
 

Vocal choir and Handbell 
choir will resume rehearsals 
on Wednesday,  September 11 
The Handbell Choir rehearses 
from 6:30-7:30pm and the  
vocal choir rehearses from 
7:30-9pm every Wednesday 
evening in the second floor 
choir room. Both choirs  
welcome new members! 

Rally Day!  
September 8 is the day we begin 
the program year anew, complete 
with the choir's return from 
summer hiatus, the annual church 
family photo, and an all-church 
picnic following worship. The group photo will be taken 
following 9:30am worship, and the picnic is provided by 
the Membership, Worship, and Christian Ed 
committees. You don't need to bring anything other than 
your smiling faces!  
 

It will also be "Invite a Friend" Sunday, so think about 
someone you know who would enjoy what you enjoy 
about Westminster. We hope that you are inspired to 
issue an invitation to a friend, family member,  
co-worker, or acquaintance to come to Westminster on 
Rally Day or any Sunday.  

Annual Harvest Dinner 
On Saturday evening, October 26, at 
5:00 pm, Westminster  family and 
friends are invited to come together 
for the annual harvest dinner in the 
Great Hall. The membership 
committee is asking all to bring a 

dish to pass and enjoy an evening of food, fellowship, 
activities, music and much more.  
 

Part of the evening will be 
dedicated to guided 
discussions, where under 
Patrick’s leadership, the 
congregation will explore 
what it means to be God’s 

eyes, seeing what is happening in our community and 
doing what God would want us to do. Celebrate being a 
Mathew 25 church with discussions and fun activities. 

A great time is sure to be had by all! 

Congratulations Shavonn  
It was a proud moment as 
members of the Cayuga-
Syracuse Presbytery and 
Westminster church 
listened to Shavonn give 
heartfelt remarks about 
her faith journey. 
Presented by Rev. Beth 

DuBois, committee chair for preparation of ministry, 
Shavonn spoke gracefully and honestly as to where 
she’s been, where’s she going and where she is at 
presently. “There’s no other place I want to be, I can't 
imagine doing anything else,” she said of her call to 
become a Minister of the Word and Sacrament.  
 

The decision was unanimous as Presbytery endorsed 
Shavonn beginning her year as a Candidate Under 
Care, during the stated meeting held at Faith United 
Church in Oswego, NY on August 13th. 
 

Shavonn continues her studies at 
Northeastern Seminary, due to 
complete her Masters in 
Divinity, May 2020. This fall 
she is preparing for a field 
education experience at SUNY 
Upstate Medical University 
which includes providing 
spiritual care to patients and 
their families. 
 

Please congratulate Shavonn on 
this next step; we all wish her 
the best and offer support as she moves forward 
toward her career goal.  
 

Shavonn has shown us what God’s love is like, and 
for that we say: "Hallelujah, the Lord’s name be 
praised". 
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The one thing every  
youth ministry needs 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

 

Growing up, there were many people and 
many moments that helped me defy the 
trend of my peers and stick with the 
church… 
 

A family that prayed together and wrestled 
openly with faith questions. A 
Presbyterian grandmother who made 

church the center of her life and around whom no one 
ever felt small. A Baptist grandmother with Quaker 
roots whose dog-eared Bible was stained with the ink 
of letters to the editor. A scoutmaster who said it was 
brave to lead public prayer. Service projects that made 
faith tangible; advocacy that made faith matter. A 
confirmation class that asked me, "What do you think 
and believe?" Worship that we youth got to plan and 
lead. And a God who spoke to a lonely boy through a 
lonely savior.  
 

I've found that most young people who have stuck with 
the church have fairly similar experiences to my own. 
They have adults in their lives who care about them, 
take their faith seriously, and model Christianity in 
their daily practice. They are invited to take up 
leadership roles and are viewed as an equal member of 
the body of Christ. They are shown ways to put their 
faith into action beyond the walls of a building. They 
are provided a safe space to talk about the Bible and to 
explore their own identity. They are encouraged to 
think critically about faith and to discern for 
themselves where God is leading them. They 
experience worship as a passionate offering to God. 
Above all, they are loved. Loved with a love so big that 
no fear, no hurt seems unconquerable.  
 

Sure, it helps if a congregation is technologically 
savvy, willing to experiment with different forms of 
worship and music, and able to provide a vibrant youth 
minister (looking at you, Chris! We love you!). But 
there's something else far more important. 
 

All you really have to do is care about your faith, show 
it, and care about them.  
 

And that's the sticking point, isn't it? How do we shape 
young people in faith that, if we're being honest, we're 
not all that passionate about ourselves? 
 

Our youth are smart. They can tell when we're just 
going through the motions... or when church is just a 
building for Sunday-morning socializing... or when the 
status quo (or a sports game or a new car or a vacation, 
or just plain sleeping in) is more important to us than 
the gospel. 

The one thing every youth ministry needs is very 
simple. It's adults who are on fire for Jesus Christ. 
Adults who want to be the church. 
 

Of course, you, like me, might love to have that all-
consuming faith; you just don't know where to find it. 
Somewhere between the mortgage payments, the 60-
hour-a-week-job, the accumulated hurts, the committee 
meetings and church debates over carpet color, and all 
the commercials selling you self-worth, the presence of 
our resurrected Lord faded. 
 

But I know where you and I can find that faith again. 
Right now, in our church, in our community, in our 
denomination, there is a young person who is excited to 
follow Christ out into the world to break the chains of 
injustice. There is a young person deeply in need of 
God's - and your - love. There is a young person who 
has discovered God speaking to them. There is a young 
person with a gift for worship, service, or leadership. 
There is a young person who has hundreds of questions 
and ideas to share. There is a young person with the 
faith you seek. 
 

So let's amend that earlier statement: the one thing 
every youth ministry needs is adults who want to be the 
church... because a young person has shown them what 
the church can be.  
 

You can (re)ignite that faith by volunteering with 
REACH, our children's and youth ministry. If you 
would like to get involved and support our youth, but 
don't know how, talk with Chris Patch, our Children's 
and Youth Ministry Coordinator, Monika Salvage, our 
Christian Education chair, or me.  
 

Upcoming sermons 

Sept. 1: “What God sees” 

Sept. 8: “Still with you,” a sermon about God’s     
               presence 

Sept. 15: “Beyond despair: climate change, and hope” 

Sept. 22: “The citizen’s prayer,” a sermon about      
                praying for our leaders 

Sept. 29: “Can the rich man be saved?”, a sermon  
                about Jesus’ harsh statements on wealth 

Oct. 6: World Communion Sunday with guest  
             speaker Chol Majok, a Lost Boy of Sudan   

Oct. 13: “Life in the storm,” a sermon about time of  
              crisis 

Oct. 20: Special guest preacher , the much-acclaimed  
              Rev. Dr. James Gertmenian 

Oct. 27: “What do you see?”, a sermon about a grander  
               vision for Westminster 

Westminster Women 
Westminster Women will hold their annual "dish to pass 
luncheon" on Tuesday, September 17 at 11:30 at the 
Owasco Yacht Club. Each person attending should 
bring their own table service, beverage and serving 
pieces required for their dish to pass. There is no  
kitchen access since the kitchen closes on Labor Day. 
Car pooling is recommended. Details will follow for a 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, October 15. Please save 
the date. 

Elder Care  
Conversation Circle  
Are you “parenting your parents”? 

Are you concerned that your parents 
aren’t safe in their home anymore?  

Are you overwhelmed with helping with meals,  
medicines, hygiene, appointments?  

Are you confused about the services available to help 
you help them?   

Come talk with others who are on this same journey at 
the Elder Care Conversation Circle, which meets on the 
last Tuesday of each month for conversation, sharing, 
and support. The Elder Care Conversation Circle meets 
September 24, October 29, and November 26 at 7pm in 
the social room of Westminster Church. Sessions  
include general sharing and listening, and occasional 
outside speakers on topics of concern to the group.  
Conversation is facilitated by Susan Marteney and Jill 
Fandrich. 

Coat Tree 
The Mission and Stewardship 
Committee has set up the  Coat 
Tree in the hallway of the  
Education Building again this 
season to provide coats, gloves, 
hats and scarves to members of 

our community  in need of warm winter clothes. If you 
have gently used, clean coats (adult’s or children’s), 
please consider donating to the coat rack. Winter hats, 
gloves and scarves can be placed in the boxes below.    
 

New use for former  
Nursery School playground  

Preschoolers and summer 
campers from the Auburn 
YMCA have brought new life 
to the Westminster playground. 
This partnership provides hours 
of safe, outdoor playtime for 
our neighbor's students. It is a 

joy to hear young voices and laughter around church 
during the week. 

Session Notes: 
Much of the work of Session is reported in this  
newsletter, but here are other important matters in 
which Session has been and currently is actively  
engaged: 

 In July, Session unanimously and joyfully endorsed  
      Kimberly Patch as an Inquirer as Kim continues to   
      pursue her seminary studies and discern her call to  
      ministry. Elder Ann Wiley will be Kim's liaison  
      throughout the inquiry process.  

 Session finalized the mandate for the strategic vision  
      team "Holy Conversations" and will begin inviting  
      team members to begin the process. 

 In August, Session authorized the signing of the  
      organ renovation contract with Kerner and Merchant  
      and approved paying the signing fee and initial  
      payment.  

 Approved a building use request by the Boy Scouts   
      Council for weekly space.  

 Shared the draft emergency action plan with the  
      police and fire departments and authorized holding  
      an emergency evacuation drill on September 22. 

 Heard a report from the Nominating Committee  
      about its initial work. 

 Approved the 2020 Stewardship Campaign "Be  
      Now My Vision"  

 Heard reports from the church’s commissioners to  
      July and August meetings of the Presbytery of  
      Cayuga-Syracuse. 
 

Stewardship News 

The 2020 Stewardship theme 
is "Be Now My Vision." It will 
focus on the upcoming  
strategic planning work "Holy 
Conversations," which will 
strive to identify, focus, and 
articulate Westminster's  
vision. The stewardship theme 
will help us clarify our vision to achieve "20/20 vision 
in 2020." Watch for the mailing in October.  



Westminster Presbyterian 
Church Personal Care Pantry 

We are blessed to be able to  
offer our neighbors-in-need 
personal care items that cannot 
be purchased with food stamps 
or SNAP benefits. Mission and  
Stewardship Committee  
recognized the need two years 

ago, stocking it through the mission budget. The 
shelves offer toilet paper, dish soaps, bath soaps,  
shampoo, laundry detergent, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, and cleansers/cleaning sprays.   
 
The pantry is open 10am to 1pm every Tuesday, and 
Melanie and Patrick have been taking the time out of 
their busy workday to welcome people, manage the 
pantry, and give out personal care items. The Mission 
Committee would like to transition to a volunteer  
effort, and invite anyone interested to take a turn to 
help with this much needed mission.  One person can 
do it, or two if you’d like to work in pairs or split shifts. 
The benefits of volunteering for the Personal Care  
Pantry are enormous.  You would be offering help to 
people in need and could possibly be the only person 
they talk to or receive a smile from that day.  In  
addition to friendly interaction, we also direct people to 
other services available in the community, using the 
"Living in Cayuga County" resource.  
 
Watch for an e-mail in early September, requesting  
volunteers for September, October, and November, or 
talk to Susan Marteney or Anne Malvaso if you’d like 
more information.  

Peace and Global  
Witness Offering 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is received 
during the Season Of Peace, which ends on World 
Communion Sunday. A gift to the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering enables the church to promote the 
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice 
across the world. Individual congregations are  
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to  
connect with the global witness of Christ’s Peace. Mid 
councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of 
peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace 
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and  
Christian witness. Your contributions will be used  
to support Korean peace mission efforts. 
 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be  
received on  October 6. Please give as generously as 
you can. 

Salvation Army   
Miracle Kitchen  
Westminster cooks and serves a hot meal for the guests 
of the Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen on the 4th   
Sundays of 5-Sunday months. Our next opportunity is 
September 22. Join the merry band of cooks and  
servers by letting Christina Thornton know you'd like 
to help: christina72278@gmail.com. We need about  
10-12 volunteers from 1-4pm.  

September Loose Change: 
Christmas is Coming! 
Westminster’s congregation 
has always responded in a 
very positive manner to the 
wish lists from our Giving 
Tree families. The tags fly 
off the tree (some people 
take 2 or 3) and beautifully 
decorated boxes reappear 
almost immediately under 
our tree. 
 

September’s loose change collection will support the 
purchase of grocery gift cards so our Giving Tree  
families can have an extra nice holiday feast with their 
family.   
 

Please remember all the special items your family 
cooks for the holidays and give generously so our  
Giving Tree families can make some happy memories 
of Christmas 2019.                                            

October Loose Change 
The mission of the Deacons 
is to provide an organized 
way of bringing the love of 
Jesus Christ to the church and 
the community. One of the 
ways the Deacons of  
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church support our  
community is providing 
Thanksgiving meals for those 
in need. 
 

In October the loose offerings support the Deacons’ 
Thanksgiving basket project. Loose offerings and other 
donations will be used to purchase complete  
Thanksgiving meals through Calvary Food Pantry. A 
complete meal purchased by the Food Bank is $41.00. 
The October collection allows the Food Pantry to  
purchase food items through the CNY Food Bank, 
which means many more meals can be distributed than 
by donating actual cans or boxes of food. Thank you in 
advance for supporting this  

Contemplative hikes 
September 28 & October 26 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  

 

On Saturday, September 28, 
from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
hike the only national forest 
in all of New York: the 
Finger Lakes National Forest. 
About an hour away, the 
forest lies on a ridge, called 
the backbone, between 

Seneca and Cayuga Lake, traversing gorges, ravines, 
pastures, and woodlands. We'll take a relatively easy 
hike that may even involve some cows.  
 

On Saturday, October 
26, from 10am to 12pm, 
we will take our annual  
All-Saints-themed hike 
at Fort Hill Cemetery in 
Auburn. We will walk in 
memory of loved ones 
who have died and 
joined that great 
communion of saints (whom we will remember and 
celebrate in worship on November 3). As the name 
suggests, Fort Hill does involve incline but is 
otherwise paved and easy.  
 

RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

Support or join our  
local Scouts 

Supported by Westminster, Cub Scout Pack 40 is 
welcoming children (male or female) grades K through 
5. Boy Scout Troop 43 is welcoming boys from grades 
6 and up (until age 18). Any girls grade 6 and older 
may have a scouting opportunity as well (at least 5 
girls are needed to start a female troop). If you are 
interested, please contact Aaron Creighton at  
413-342-636 or Andrea Creighton by email at 
buffajo@gmail.com. 
 

Pack 40 has an account at The Can Kings on Genesee 
Street (across from Genesee Elementary). If you have 
cans and bottles, you can donate them to Pack 40. All 
you have to do is tell the people at The Can Kings that 
your cans are for Pack 40; you don't even have to wait 
for them to count them! Pack 40 uses any donations to 
purchase supplies for activities and for awards that the 
kids earn. All donations are greatly appreciated! 

Wednesday Noon  
Study is back! 

Beginning September 11, at noon, you 
will have the chance to go deeper in 
your spiritual journey, every 
Wednesday. The Wednesday-noon 
conversation and Bible study group 
will meet in the conference room of 
the Education Building. Join us over 
your lunch hour as we talk about how Scripture and 
faith relate to our everyday living and current events. 
Feel free to brown bag your lunch. 

In September, we will begin a series called "Love 
Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments," using the Horizons Bible study, 
which asks: What would it mean to consider the Ten 
Commandments not as a harsh list of what not to do 
but, instead, as a “love letter” from a loving God? Each 
week we will begin with an exploration of one of the 
commandments in its biblical context. From there we 
will consider a moment from Jesus' life that shows us 
how he lived out that Word. We will then consider the 
Word for our own lives and contexts, concluding with 
a devotional prayer. Together, we will explore how we 
can live out our relationship with God and with one 
another in a world that is often ruled by other 
standards. We will consider how a fresh embrace of 
the Ten Commandments could restore ourselves and 
our communities.  
 

Clothing Collection 

The Korean Presbyterian 
Church of Syracuse ministers 
to the local immigrant and 
refugee population through 
their Lodi Street Summer 
Camp Vacation Bible School, 
and their two-semester BOAZ 

project which offers literacy and skill training in their 
computer lab for both youth and adults. They also 
provide clothing to the people they serve in these 
projects. 
 
In September and October Westminster Church will be 
collecting new, or gently used and laundered clothing 
to be delivered to the Korean Church. All sizes are 
appropriate for the children but please only small and 
medium items for the adults. Items for all seasons are 
acceptable. This is a great opportunity to clean out 
your closets and dresser drawers. A collection box will 
be available in the outer narthex. Questions may be 
directed to Linda Russell or Carolyn Hiza. Thank you 
in advance for your assistance in this outreach mission 
project. 

mailto:christina72278@gmail.com
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Adult Forums 
Faith formation is a 
lifelong endeavor. 
Westminster offers 
adult education on a 
variety of topics 
during the education 

hour following worship and fellowship time in the social 
room. Pull up a chair at 11am for a variety of offerings 
throughout September and October:  
 

September 15: Peacemaking in the PC(USA) 
The “Season of Peace” is a 5-week period which 
culminates on World Communion Sunday, and the 
collection of the Peace and Global Witness Offering. It 
deepens the pursuit of peace for congregations, families, 
small groups, and individuals. We’ll delve into the 
Presbyterian efforts to pursue peace in our lives, 
globally and personally.  
 

September 22 and 29: Be prepared! 
A task force headed by Paul Dungey has been hard at 
work on an Emergency Plan for Westminster to help us 
be prepared in case a tragedy (fire, natural disaster, 
active shooter, etc) strikes. We’ll hold an emergency 
evacuation drill following worship on September 22, and 
hear more in the forums about how to respond to an 
emergency at church.  
 

October 6: Peacemaking and Korea 
On World Communion Sunday, Linda Russell will lead 
a forum about peace, reconciliation, and reunification 
efforts on the Korean peninsula.  
 

October 13 and 20: Education of Children;  
Transform the World 
Chris Patch and guests will talk about local and global 
efforts to change the world through the education of 
children.  
 

October 27: Islam and the Protestant Reformation 
Patrick Heery will lead a forum about interfaith 
commonalities and how Muslims helped make the 
Protestant Reformation possible.  

Sunday Social Hour 
The Deacons would like to thank 
Westminster members who host Coffee 
hour after Sunday services.  Without your 
support it would not be possible. 

 

If you would like to host and do not bake, we always 
have a supply of boxed cookies you may use. Setting up, 
greeting and cleaning up is very much appreciated. 
 

A signup sheet is on the table each week, please help us 
and signup to host.  
 

A special thank you to Gary Coon and Audrey McNally 
for taking care of the Coffee Hour this summer. 

Times They Are a Changin’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As summer comes to a close we begin to look forward to 
the Fall, and the start of Sunday School on September 
15.  After listening to suggestions from parents and 
youth we are experimenting with a new time format and 
educational offerings. Beginning on September 15, 
immediately after service the youth will be led upstairs 
for music instruction with Lori. At 11:00am, the youth 
will then be escorted to the REACH wing for Sunday 
School and snacks with Noel, Chris and our other 
volunteers. But, the changes don’t stop there! 

In Sunday School, we are changing the lesson plans to 
align with the adult forums. When suitable, and in an 
age appropriate manner, the Sunday School lesson will 
cover the same topic as the adult forum. The goal is for 
our youth to discuss, contemplate, and engage in some 
of the same conversations as our adults. If the adult 
forum, however, is of a more sensitive nature the youth 
will learn lessons about Christian Fellowship, Creation 
Care, The Image of God, and many other suitable topics 
that are both relevant and relatable in their lives.  

But, wait there is more! 
Undoubtedly summertime is filled with vacations, 
outdoor events, barbeques and an overall sense of 
urgency to soak up the sun for as long as possible. But, 
once the weather starts to get a bit cooler, it will be time 
to move the fun inside. So, keep an eye on the bulletin 
for dates and times for upcoming family events like 
game nights, movie nights, and Culinary Kids classes, to 
name a few. There are also some exciting youth field 
trips in the works! Remember to subscribe to the 
Westminster REACH Facebook page to be notified 
of all the upcoming youth and family events. 

Bible Presentations  
It is the custom at Westminster to present Bibles to all 
children entering third grade and all new children in 
higher grades. It is an important milestone in a child’s 
life when they begin to take part fully in adult worship 
in the sanctuary. This year’s presentation will be on 
September 15, with Sam Thornton receiving a Bible. On 
September 22, the children of new families will receive 
Children of God Storybook Bible by Desmond Tutu. New 
siblings of children who have been attending the 
Worship Center will receive A Child’s Book of Prayers 
by Concordia Publishing House. This  presentation will 
be conducted in the Worship Center following worship. 

Children's Worship Center: A 
Place to Wonder  

The Children's 
Worship Center will 
begin September 8 
for children ages 3 
through 2nd 
grade. Following 
Pastor Patrick's 
"conversation with 
the children", kids are 

invited to join Ms. Noel and the day's greeter in the 
Worship Center to hear stories of the Bible told with 
wooden figures. There is singing, prayer, worship, 
Scripture reading, and fellowship.  The CWC follows    
the "Young Children and Worship" Curriculum by 
Sonja Stewart. Children are asked "wondering 
questions" and encouraged to share their thoughts 
rather than being told how or what to think. Our fist 
few stories are about "The Good Shepherd", "Creation", 
"Noah", "Abram and Sarai" and "Exodus". Often 
children will bring home a coloring activity to reinforce 
the lesson or to open up a conversation at home about 
the story; it is for fun and not required work. Please fill 
out a child information sheet if you have not already 
done so, or if anything has changed. We invite parents 
to join us for an extended activity during the 11o'clock 
hour, the third Sunday of each month. On September 15 
we will be having a "get to know you" activity in the 
classroom and be taking it to the playground after, 
weather permitting. October 20's activity is TBD. We 
look forward to a wonderful worshipful year!  

Refresh 
Refresh is a Christian 
women’s group that meets 
on the third Saturday each 
month to offer personal 
rejuvenation and faith 
sharing. On August 17, Ann 
Wiley hosted the women of 
Refresh at her home.  
 

Refresh is currently studying 
women of the New 
Testament. The next 
gatherings will be on held on 
September 21 and  

October 19. Women of all 
ages are welcome to join 
Refresh and explore God’s 
word. 

Welcome New Members! 
In August, we celebrated one of the biggest joys in the 
life of the church—welcoming new members into our 
midst! On August 18, eight individuals took vows of 
membership and were publicly welcomed into the 
church family.  

 

Suzanne LaPrease has joined us from the 
Methodist tradition. Suzanne lives in 
Elbridge with her husband and son and 
works at the Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES. 
She enjoys gardening and crafts.  
 

Thomas and Catherine Fessenden live 
in Auburn. Tom is a product manager 
at D&W Diesel, and enjoys fishing, 
hunting, camping, running, swimming, 
reading, and being outdoors. Tom is on 
the board of Habitat for Humanity, and is an active 
volunteer. Catherine is a nurse practitioner at Upstate 
Family Medicine. She graduated from SUNY 
Plattsburgh. She enjoys cooking, gardening, and 
running. Catherine and Tom are grateful for being 
welcomed so warmly into the Westminster family.  

 

Noel Lardeo has been the Storyteller and 
Worship Leader in the Children’s Worship 
Center since last fall. Her love of the 
children is matched by their love of her. 
She came to Westminster as staff and 
quickly became part of the family.  
 

Cindy Patterson started coming to 
Westminster with her grandson Braden, 
who first attended on a Scout Sunday a 
few years ago. Cindy and Braden love the 
community which Westminster offers.  

 

Polly Miller felt warmly welcomed on her 
very first visit to Westminster, and felt at 
home right away. Polly lives on West 
Lake Rd and loves her family, nature, and 
gardening.  
 

Ernie DeCaro has been worshiping with 
us for over five years. He started attending 
with his great-granddaughter Taylor, who 
loved the Children’s Worship Center (as 
much as we loved her!). Ernie describes 
himself as a Catholic who always thought 
the Reformation made a lot of sense. He is happy to be 
part of the Westminster family.  

 

Glenon Thomas was a Westminster 
member many years ago, and also a 
member of Calvary Presbyterian (now 
closed). She began attending Westminster 
again a few years ago, and feels right at 
home. Glenon resides at Westminster 
Manor.  


