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W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We 
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Flowers 
Flowers bring the 
beauty of God’s  
creation into our  
worship. Summer is 
a great time to bring 
in flowers from your 
own garden or from a farmers’ market.  The sign-up 
sheet is located in the Narthex with open dates listed.  

The Property Committee  

 

The Property Committee 
holds Property Work Days 
on the third Saturday of 
each month. The  
hard-working committee 
members always have a list 
of projects, which include 
work for skilled and  
unskilled workers alike. 
They always welcome  
additional volunteers on 
these workdays.  Please  
consider volunteering on a 
workday. Talk to Robyn 
Warn if you have  

questions, or if you have free time at other times to 
work on some summer projects.  

Emergency Planning Team 

An ad hoc team headed by Paul 
Dungey was created by the 
Session to create an Emergency 
Plan for the church which will 
help us be prepared for natural 

disasters, fires, active shooters, and other potential 
emergencies. The team (Paul, Jim Cramer, Anne  
Malvaso, Shavonn Lynch, Jill Fandrich, Patrick Heery, 
and Julio Clapps) quickly determined this to be a  
mammoth task, and is approaching the work in phases. 
A lot of behind-the-scenes work has been done since 
last fall. The team has completed posting emergency 
evacuation routes in every room of both buildings,  
installed an alarm button in the pulpit which connects 
directly to the police department, purchased fire  
blankets for kitchens and areas where candles are used, 
updated and installed first aid kits, revised instructions 
for ushers, discussed and began implementing  
procedures for locking doors, established procedures 
for communicating emergency closures or  
cancellations, compiled names and numbers for people 
to be contacted for a variety of possible reasons 
(insurance, furnace, roofing, plumbing, alarm system, 
etc), and approved the purchase of a phone for 24-hour  
emergency contact. Upcoming plans include holding 
fire drills, completing the written plan, and holding  
informational forums with the congregation. 

Special Sunday at the 
Permaculture Park 

On Sunday July 14, we 
have a new opportunity for 
worship, fellowship, and 
service at Auburn’s 
Permaculture Park. 
Worship begins at 
Westminster at the usual 
9:30am time. Following 
the passing of the peace, 
we will move to 53 
Garrow Street to continue 
worship outdoors in the 
peaceful setting of 
Auburn’s Permaculture 
Park, an edible forest 
garden of perennial fruit 

and vegetable trees and bushes, herbs, flowers, and 
plants. Directions and transportation will be provided 
as needed. Following the benediction, we’ll share a 
locally sourced meal, and engage in a service project 
at the park. We’ve 
already started a 
relationship with the 
Permaculture Park 
through the Day of 
Service, several forums, 
and designating August 
loose offerings to it, and 
this is an opportunity to 
continue our partnership 
in a hands-on way. The 
park is thinking about 
creating a walking 
labyrinth, and wonders if 
Westminster would like 
to help with it. Come and 
see what’s happening on June 14. 

REACH in the summer 

Even though Sunday School and the Worship Center 
have ended for the 
summer that doesn’t 
mean REACH is on 
vacation. In fact, 
throughout the 
summer we are 
still planning a 
number of events. 
The 3rd Friday of each month will be Family Night at 
the church with pizza and snacks. We are planning, a 

game night, movie 
night and 
hopefully even an 
outdoor family game 
night complete with 
hamburgers and hot 
dogs. In addition 
to nights at the 
church, we are hoping 

to expand our fellowship into the community with some 
informal gatherings. Tuesday nights at Hoopes Park for 
the concert and movie series, Doubledays games and 
many other chances to meet and get to know each other 
a little better, while engaging with the community. 
Looking forward to September, we are planning a 
relaunch of the Q-Center and the addition of children’s 
and youth centered programs. Keep an eye on the 
bulletin and Facebook for summer plans. 

 

In order to keep the 
momentum going though, 
we need volunteers. 
Having consistent 
volunteers for Sunday 

School and the Worship Center is important to 
keeping these programs running smoothly. 
Volunteering once a month or even bi-monthly can 
help tremendously. 
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Worship with God's  
creation this summer 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

 

This summer is full of opportunities 
for us to join the whole of creation in 
worshiping our God: outdoor worship 
services, an animal blessing, a day at 
the Permaculture Park, contemplative 
hikes. 
 

Many of us love nature. Central New 
York, after all, is a great place for 
nature-lovers: beautiful lakes, 

cascading waterfalls, swaths of forest, rolling hills. But 
nature can be more than recreation; it can be  
life-giving, soul-renewing,  God-connecting. And that’s 
what we wish to offer our church family this summer.  
 

The biblical story tells us that God never designed 
humans to be separate. We were created as part of the 
garden. The illusion of separateness is what, in the 
biblical imagination, leads humanity out of the garden 
and then to the ultimate act of separation, Cain’s 
murder of his brother Abel, which leads to the creation 
of the first separate human city.  
 

And yet God still dreams of reunification. In the Book 
of Revelation, the prophet envisions the garden 
reunited with the city. In the Ten Commandments, God 
says that the Sabbath day is also for animals, not just 
people. And in Psalm 148, we hear a theme repeated 
throughout the Bible: the idea that all of creation is 
engaged in the worship of God.  
 

The litany of praise in this psalmist’s hymn is 
sweeping… Mountains praise God. Angels praise God. 
The sun and moon and stars praise God. The earth and 
sea praise God. Trees praise God. Animals praise God. 
People, young and old, powerful and weak alike, praise 
God.  
 

All these things that we regard as separate from us, all 
things that the ancients would have regarded as 
separate gods—the sun and the moon and the sea—are 
united in one chorus of praise for the one and only 
God. 
 

But note that in our psalm, we don’t hear praise from 
humanity until after the rest of creation has already 
begun to praise God. And that got me wondering: Do 
we need the rest of nature to remember how to praise 
God? 
 

Now, when we use the word praise in everyday 
conversation, it’s very individualistic: we’re flattering 
or affirming another individual. But the biblical 
concept of praise is so much richer.  

The Hebrew word for praise used by the psalmist is 
Hallelu, which we know from the word Hallelujah, 
which means literally “Praise the Lord.” It means to be 
grateful, to revere, to stand in awe, to enjoy the gift of 
this moment, and to know that you are not separate.  
 

The great Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann 
defines it as “the exuberant rhetorical act of gladly 
ceding one’s life and the life of the world over to 
YHWH in joyous self-abandonment.” 
 

Praise is delighting in life, not because of who we are 
separately, but because of who we are together, in God.  
 

It’s standing in the Adirondacks and losing yourself in 
its beauty. It’s forgetting your cares with a friend and 
laughing so hard that your sides hurt. It’s dance and a 
choir singing and children swirling like dervishes and 
the unrestrained happiness of a dog when you come 
home.  
 

Nature is, in the spirit of the psalmist, here to remind us 
of the power of praise. It is a messenger of God’s joy. 
 

“God sometimes uses animals to deliver messages to 
people,” writes Myrlene Hess, a pastor in New Jersey. 
“A dove told Noah that there was dry land ahead. A 
donkey told Balaam to pay attention to God. A big fish 
gave Jonah time to consider God’s call. A rooster told 
Simon Peter to wake up to a tough reality.” 
 

We need these creatures. The forest, these animals, the 
sky, they are alive with song—inviting us even now to 
join it.  
 

Praise be to God! 

Upcoming sermons 

July 7: “Dusty feet,” a sermon about hospitality and 
that odd practice of "wiping the dust" off one's feet 
 

July 14: “The garden city,” a sermon about God's 
vision for humanity and nature 
 

July 21: A special service of blessing the animals 
 

July 28: “Keep on knocking,” a sermon about  
prayer and persistence 
 

August 4: Guest Preacher , Rev. Lar ry Bell 
 

August 11: “The true story of Sodom and Gomorrah,” 
a sermon about what really happened  
 

August 18: “Faith on fire,” a sermon about the  
power of faith 
 

August 25: Guest Preacher , Shavonn Lynch 

Gilchrist Scholarship  

Six Westminster Presbyterian Church students have 
been awarded scholarships from the Douglas J Gilchrist 
Memorial Scholarship Fund for the 2019-2020 term. 
The students are listed below followed by the name of 
the school they will be attending:   

Glyn Davenport, Rochester Institute of Technology 

Alexander Blodgett, SUNY Oneonta  

Katherine Brundage, Dartmouth  

Shavonn Lynch, Northeastern Seminary  

Lydia Marteney, Hartwick College 

Kimberly Patch, Northeastern Seminary  

We congratulate these recipients and wish them well in 
their educational endeavors.  

News from Graduates 
Emma Blodgett:  
 

 “This past month , I received my bachelor 
of science from the University at Albany in  
accounting and business administration 
with concentrations in finance and  
management. I can’t believe how fast my 
four years went but I wouldn’t change a 
thing about it! I met some of my best friends, took on 
leadership positions in some of the largest organization 
on campus and overall developed into a better person 
ready to take on the real world! 
 

In July I will be moving to Manhattan and beginning 
work my full-time job for JPMorgan Chase & Co. Over 
my first two years with the company, I will be working 
3 different roles in different areas of the company to 
truly begin to figure out where I want to take my career! 
I am extremely excited for this experience and my move 
to the Big Apple!  
 

I would like to thank my Westminster family for all 
your support and encouragement over the past four 
years ! You truly all have gone above and beyond to 
constantly remind me that I have a large support system 
rooting for me back at home so thank you again!” 
 

Kristina Stephens: 
“I graduated from LeMoyne College in  
December 2018 with a BA degree in  
Psychology. I accepted a position at 
Hillside Children's Center as a Youth 
Care Professional. I am very much  
enjoying my work at Hillside and I plan 

to pursue a Master's Degree in the near future. A big 
Thank You to Westminster for all of their support while 
I was in college. I really appreciated receiving Gilchrist 
scholarships and notes from the church over the years!” 

Blessing of the Pets   
Westminster Church will have 
some fun with a  
Presbyterian-style “blessing of 
the pets” on Sunday, July 21, 
during a special outdoor  
worship service starting at 
 9:30 am.   
 
 

The Blessing of the  
Animals will  
recognize the special 
bond we share with 
animal friends and  
companions, and will 
be blended into the 
morning worship on 
the church's front lawn. All God’s creatures (two footed, 
four footed, no-footed, paws, claws,  talons, or other) 
are welcome (on leashes or in carriers, please). For 
more information, call 315-253-3331.  

Book Group 

The Westminster Book Group takes 
a break for the summer, then  
resumes in the fall on the third  
Thursday of each month to discuss 
these books:   
 
September 19, Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor, 
led by Donna Hunt 
 

October 17, Refugee by Alan Gratz, led by Aja Hahn 
 

November 15, The Paris Architect by Char les  
Belfoure, led by Robyn Warn 

Little Free Library 
Summertime and the living is easy. Pick up a book from 
our always-stocked Little Free Library in front of the 
church!  The  "Little Free Library" at Westminster  
operates on a "Take a Book. Leave a Book" basis, and  
is entirely free and open to everyone. If you have any 
books that you are through with, they can always be  
donated to the "Little Free Library". Learn more about 
the movement at www.littlefreelibrary.org 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/


Day of Service   
On Saturday, May 18,  
Westminster held its first 
Day of Service, and it was a 
huge success. Westminster 
members came out in full 
force to put faith into action 
by volunteering in several 
ways—helping with the 
church’s property workday,  
planting flowers downtown 
with the Business  
Improvement District’s 

“Flower Power” effort,  
weeding, mulching, and  
planting at the Auburn  
Permaculture Park, and helping 
rehabilitate a home for Habitat 
for Humanity’s Women Build 
Day. We joined together for a 
picnic lunch on the church’s 
front yard with friends and 
helpers from all these  
organizations. We hope to make 
the Day of Service an annual 
event, with more options and 
even more participants next 
year! Thank you to all who  
participated!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contemplative hikes   
July 27 & August 24 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  

 
On Saturday, July 27, 
from 10 am to 12 pm, 
we will hike the 
dramatic forest and 
gorge landscape of 
Carpenter Falls and the 
Bahar Nature Preserve, 
with a trail that strides 
shimmering waterfalls 
and leads to Skaneateles 
Lake. It's about a  
25-minute drive from 
Auburn, and will include 
both moderate and steep 
portions.  
 

On Saturday, 
August 24, from  
10 am to 12 pm, we 
will hike at Beaver 
Lake Nature Center 
(8477 East Mud 
Lake Road, 
Baldwinsville, NY 
13027). It's about a 
40 minute drive 
from Auburn. This is a flat and easy hike. Please note 
the $5 car entrance fee.  
 
Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  
 

Presbytery meeting 

The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of  
Cayuga-Syracuse will be on Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
at Faith United Church of Oswego (12 Mark 
Fitzgibbons Dr, Oswego, NY 13126). All are welcome 
to participate in the connectional life of Presbyterians! 

 

Session Notes: 

 

·        Recognizing the need to focus our resources on 
our core mission and maximize their impact, and with 
a desire to discern how God is moving and working in 
our congregation today, Session is embarking on a  
church-wide strategic planning process to establish  
priorities and define the focus of our mission as a 
church. We have reviewed the New Beginnings Study 
(2011) and the Mission Study (2015), determined a  
process to move forward, and we are identifying a 
team of people to interact with the congregation. 
 
·        We have walked with Shavonn Lynch through 
her three years in seminary as she has discerned her 
call to ministry. In June, we proudly recommended 
that she move to the candidacy stage of the process.  
 
·        Approved Westminster’s participation in various 
Pride Week activities, including hosting the Interfaith 
Service on June 26 and displaying banners on the front 
lawn.  
 
·        Approved the creation of an Organ Renovation 
Team, under the leadership of Audrey McNally, which 
will have three work groups focusing on logistics, 
grant writing, and capital campaign.  
 
·        Following extensive study, conversations, and 
thoughtful input from many in the church, we affirmed 
continuing our longstanding practice that the American 
flag not be displayed in the sanctuary due to our desire 
to focus worship solely on God and to pay honor to our 
American flag elsewhere (except for funerals when it 
can cover a veteran’s casket or be folded alongside  
cremains). We approved the display of the American 
flag in the narthex on appropriate occasions at the  
discretion of the Worship Committee and pastor.  
 
·        We agreed to offer Westminster as the site of a 
Saturday meeting of the Presbytery of  
Cayuga-Syracuse in 2020-2021.  
 
·        Supported the ongoing work of all session  
committees, whose work is mentioned in other areas of 
this newsletter.  

 

mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331


Summer Worship 
 

The end of the school and 
program year at 
Westminster marks the 
beginning of our summer 
worship schedule, which 
commenced on June 23. 
We'll continue to worship at 
9:30 in the sanctuary on 
most Sundays, with outdoor 

services planned for July 7, July 21, August 4, and 
September 1. We’ll also have a special Sunday schedule 
on July 14, with worship starting at Westminster and 
then proceeding to the Auburn Permaculture Park.  
 

With the Westminster Choir on hiatus and its singers 
joining us in the pews, we will enjoy special music from 
vocal or instrumental solos and duets. Communion by 
intinction will be celebrated outdoors on the first Sunday 
of each month. If you have lawn chairs, bring them to 
church or try to arrive early to help our property staff set 
up the church's folding chairs.  
 

The summer season goes by quickly, so mark your 
calendars for Rally Sunday, September 8, when we will 
pose for the Church Family Photo and reconnect with 
one another during the all-church picnic.  

Summer Sabbath  
 

The Children’s Worship Center had a wonderful year, 
blessed with 34 children passing through to hear the 
stories of God. It will resume September 8th. Until then, 
infants through second grade can enjoy a fun new 
summer curriculum in the social room with Noel and 
Chelsea. The “Frolic” story book set will be used, telling 
stories with colorful animals covering topics such as 
making new friends, asking for help, being patient, 
calming down and taking a break, sharing, and our 
unique gifts. It helps young children explore their 
emotions and to pray to God for help. Each story ends 
with a prayer and includes an interactive activity as well 
as dance or movement.   
 

For children who stay in worship, there are many 
resources in the back of the sanctuary to help engage in 
worship. In addition to a variety of children’s Bibles and 
story books, weekly bulletins are provided with puzzles 
and activities related to the lectionary readings of the 
day. There are also quiet activities for fidgety hands for 
all ages. 

Sponsor Steps Forward for 
Ugandan Girl's Education 

Our church family in Uganda continues to grow. It all 
began with a friendship between Bob and Beverly  
Miller with a young woman named Agnes Nagaddya, 
whom Bob met on a business trip. Agnes' mission was  
to get an education. Since there is no public education  
in Uganda, and tuition is required even from 
kindergarteners, Agnes and her siblings had to leave 
school at an early age when their parents were unable to 
continue paying school fees. With support from the 
Millers, Agnes was able to finish secondary school and 
then graduate from Makerere University with a degree  
in Accounting and Business Administration.  
 
Agnes' new goal was for the children in her extended 
family to go to school. Westminster sponsored Agnes's 
nephew Tony, whose parents had both died of AIDS, 
through four years of secondary school, culminating in 
his graduation. 

 
After Tony's graduation, Agnes asked  
if the church could sponsor another 
nephew, whose father had left his wife 
and children and whose mother lived in 
the family village, doing subsistence 
farming and unable to pay school fees 
for her three children -- Solomon, 
Darius and Jesca. Agnes had taken the 
boys to live with her in her one-room 

home in Kampala so that they would have access to 
good schools. Out of the small profits from her business, 
she was managing to pay tuition for Solomon, age 11. 
The church agreed to pay tuition for Darius, age 9. Later 
they offered to pay for Solomon as well, to allow Agnes 
to re-invest her profits into growing her business. 
 
Recently, a generous member of 
Westminster's church family stepped 
forward with an offer to sponsor 
Jesca, the youngest sibling of 
Solomon and Darius. Jesca, age 7, 
moved from the village to Kampala 
and is living with Agnes' brother 
Fred, his wife, and his two children. 
She will start school in the upcoming 
term. Fred is employed and able to 
pay tuition for his children, but would not have been 
able to pay for Jesca's school without this support. 
Hearing of this new sponsorship, he wrote: "Thanks to 
Westminster church for the children's school fees. We 
are so grateful for everything you do for our family, and 
we are sure the family is heading for a great future. May 
the almighty God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit bless you all 
with Divine blessings and give you health and wealth." 

July Loose Change 
Matthew House 

During the 
month of July, 
Westminster 
will donate its 
loose change 
offering to 
Matthew 
House. 
Matthew 
House is a 
loving home 
for residents 

who are terminally ill. Since opening in 2002, the home 
on Metcalf Drive in Auburn has cared for many of our 
friends, relatives and their families...our beloved Earle 
Schemerhorn, Gary Rhodes, and Jane Lumb among 
them. It is a not-for-profit home, which operates 
entirely on donations, both monetary and in-kind. A 
box will be located in the outer narthex for in-kind 
donations (see below). Should you choose to make a 
donation in honor or memory of a loved one, envelopes 
will be available as a part of the display, also in the 
outer narthex. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Matthew House Wish List 
 

Anti-Bacterial Hand Soaps 
Baby Wipes (fragrance free/dye free) 
Bird Seed 
Bottle Water, Coffee, Ginger Ale, Juice Boxes 
Dishwasher Detergents 
Copy Paper (8 ½ x 11) 
Gift Cards (Lowes, Staples, Wegmans, Walmart) 
Disposable Gloves 
Napkins, Paper Towels 
Kleenex, Toilet Paper 
Laundry Detergents HE 
Fabric Softeners 
Postage Stamps 
Straws 
Swiffer Mop Pad Refills 
Swiffer Bottle Floor Cleaner Refills 
Trash Bags  
Fruit Cups 
Pudding Cups 
Cookie/Brownie Mixes 
Trash Bags (tall kitchen)  
Toothbrushes  
Dixie 3oz. Bathroom Cups  

 

 

 

August Loose Change 
Auburn Permaculture Park 
by Erin Humphrey 

 

Founded in 2015, Auburn 
Permaculture Park is an edible 
forest garden and educational 
gathering space located at 53 
Garrow Street in Auburn. The park 
inspires people to celebrate 
community and build relationships 
with nature through exploration and 

play, providing a welcoming and accessible oasis of 
abundance and diversity.  
 

Auburn Permaculture Park co-founder Erin Humphrey 
first met with Rev. Heery in 2017 to discuss common 
goals and possibilities for collaboration and connection 
between Westminster and the park.  After this inspiring 
discussion, Rev. Heery suggested holding an event for 
the congregation at the park.  Humphrey facilitated two 
presentations on permaculture at the Sunday Adult 
Forum and Auburn Permaculture Park became a 
volunteer site for the 2019 Westminster Day of 
Service. With a total of 40 volunteers, the Day of 
Service was instrumental in helping weed, mulch and 
plant dozens of edible berry bushes, vines and hundreds 
of perennial flowers and medicinal plants. Park 
volunteers were very grateful for the free picnic lunch 
held at the church, helping folks get energized for 
continued afternoon work.   
 

Now with forest garden planting completed on over 
7,000 square feet of permanent garden bed at the park, 
volunteers are looking forward to developing the social 
design of the park by engaging, educating and 
empowering people by truly making the park a public 
gathering place and by nurturing a welcoming space of 
beauty, abundance, and diversity.  
 

The August loose change contributions will help the 
park manifest its vision for seating for community 
gathering, contemplative space, and possibly a walking 
labyrinth for prayer and meditation at the park.  This is 
our space to build together! Let’s watch it grow!  
 

Chapel is Open 
Again this year, our Chapel is open from 11:30-1:30, 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. The chapel provides a 
place for people to reflect, meditate, pray, or simply 
have a few minutes of peace and quiet in the middle of 
hectic weekdays.  Our volunteers are: Shavonn Lynch 
(Monday), Roger Dilmore (Tuesday), Judy Dilmore 
(Wednesday), Bronwyn O'Connor  (Thursday) Bill and 
Linda MacKay (Friday) Subs are: Anne Malvaso, Jill 
Fandrich, Barbara Bok, Tony Gero, Jodi Longeill and 
Gary Coon. We can always use another sub. Call the 
church if you are interested. 


