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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Worship Retreat 
 

On March 30, 21 members and 
friends spent a Saturday  
dreaming and discussing worship 
at Westminster. We began by  
sharing worship experiences that 
were especially meaningful, and 
then identified the common  
elements of those experiences. 

Over and over, we heard that meaningful worship  
involved a variety of voices, the participation of many 
people, the presence of God in our midst, and a sense of 
community and love. We then discussed how worship 
could be enriched in a number of different areas:  
children and youth, music, technology, arts, liturgy, and 
worship space. Ideas were shared and recorded.  
 

We talked about how people are engaged in worship, 
and spent some time in liturgist training. We practiced 
reading Scripture the same way we would read a  
children’s book, with passion, eye contact, inflection, 
drama, intentional pauses, and engagement.  
 

Most of the retreat participants agreed to meet again to 
discern the next steps, identifying a plan for a holistic 
approach to make our worship faithful, engaging, and 
imaginative. Stay tuned.   

Thank you, Elena 

On March 24, we said goodbye to 
Elena Thomas on her last day as a 
caregiver of infants and toddlers on 
Sunday mornings. Elena has worked 
with us for eight years; one of the  
toddlers she first watched is now in 
middle school! She has been a  
faithful, loving, and caring nursery 

care leader, and will be missed. We are grateful for  
her presence with us.  

Elder Care 
 

The Elder Care  
Conversation Circle 
brings together  
people who are  
caring for their aging 
parents to talk about 
the challenges of  
balancing the needs 
of older family members with the other demands on 
their lives, jobs, spouse, children, grandchildren, and 
other family members. The group will meet on  
Tuesday, May 28, at 7pm in the church social room, 
and welcomes new members.   

Day of Service - May 18 
 

On Saturday, May 18, you are invited to put your faith 
into action by participating in Westminster’s “Day of 
Service” in Auburn, working alongside others to make 
our community better and sharing in a free picnic 
lunch too. Here are some of the options:   
 

Spring Planting Day at Auburn’s Permaculture Park  
9am - 4pm at 53 Garrow Street (Lepak Memorial 
Park) 

Auburn’s Permaculture 
Park is an “edible forest 
garden,” as well as 
educational space to learn 
about sustainable foods 
and regenerating urban 
lands. A variety of fruit 
trees, herbs, nuts, and 
plants make it a perennial 
community garden. 
Children and adults are 
welcome to help plant 

flowers and shrubs. Bring gardening gloves, planting 
or gardening tools you like to work with, work clothes, 
snacks and water bottle. Contact Erin Humphrey  
315-246-8302.  
 

BID Downtown “Flower Power” Spring Planting Day 
9am-4pm, be at Exchange Street at 9am for 
Instructions 
 

Downtown Auburn is brightened by 
colorful flowers throughout the 
summer growing in huge self-
watering planters on city sidewalks. 
Help is needed to plant flowers. 
Bring gardening gloves and 
gardening tools . Contact Stephanie 
DeVito at 315-252-7874 or  
Stephanie@auburndowntown.org 
for more information. 

Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build 
8am-12pm and/or 12pm-3pm at 108 Standart Ave 
 

Habitat for Humanity’s mission is to 
put God’s love into action by coming 
together to build homes, communities, 
and hope.  The Cayuga County 
chapter is rehabilitating a home at 108 
Standart Ave for a new family, and 
welcomes volunteers ages 18 and up 
(teens 16-17 with a legally 
responsible adult) to work. Wear 
work clothes and close-toed shoes. 
Volunteers will work under supervision of a team 
leader on a variety of inside and outdoor projects. A 
$20 donation is requested. Pre-registration is required 
by emailing cayugahabitat@cayugahabitat.org. 
 

Westminster Church Property Workday 
9am- 12pm at 17 William Street 
 

Our own church has 
a variety of tasks and 
chores for all ages 
and skills both inside 
and outside the 
building. The 
property committee 
welcomes volunteers 
of all skill levels to 
keep the church safe, 
clean, and in good 

repair. Wear work clothes and close-toed shoes.   
 
From 12-2pm, Westminster invites everyone to take a 
break from their chores to share a free picnic lunch of 
hot dogs, sides, drinks, and cake (with some vegetarian 
options too) on the church’s front lawn. It’ll be a 
community celebration of everyone who is putting their 
love into action. Join us for this first ever Auburn “Day 
of Service”! There will be sign-ups in the narthex. Talk 
to Susan Marteney or Jill Fandrich for more info. 
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Jesus prays for us 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  
 

We have been praying a lot on 
Sundays for each other. A number 
of our brothers and sisters are 
struggling right now: with new 
medical diagnoses, chronic illness 
or pain, family crises, grief, 
residual trauma, disabilities. 
Easter itself was marred by the 
bombing of Sri Lankan churches 
and hotels, killing 207 people and 
wounding another 450, all on the 
heels of other tragedies: the fire 

that consumed Notre Dame, the hateful burning of 
three African American churches, the shooting at a 
mosque in New Zealand.  
 
I don't know about you, but seeing so many people we 
love suffer has weighed heavy on me. We can 
improve our healthcare, advance peace, provide 
support services, but in the end, there is much we 
cannot change. The best we can do, and it really is 
best, is sit in the dark with our friends, weep when 
they weep, dream when they dream, listen when they 
speak. Love is less about "fixing" each other's 
problems, and more about just being there, together, 
leaning on each other. This has been our prayer - that, 
come what may, we are together.   
 
In the Gospel of John, the last thing Jesus does before 
he is arrested is pray for his disciples and for all God's 
children. His time has come. He has tried teaching 
them. He has commanded them to love each other as 
he has loved them. He has asked them not to let their 
hearts be troubled but to believe. He has shown them 
the way to God. 
 
He knows, though, that for all his teaching, it is not 
enough. They will suffer. They will doubt. They will 
lose their way.  
 
It's why Jesus came in the first place. It's why he lays 
down his life, and why he rises on Easter: because 
there are some things we simply cannot do alone. We 
need help. And so Jesus, in his final act of ministry, 
prays. Not in private. But right there in front of his 
disciples, so that they know that he's praying for them. 
 
In John 17, Jesus looks at these men and women and 
says to God that they are his, and he is theirs; they are 
bound to each other. He loves them, and he asks God 
to love them too. He asks that he be a bridge from 
them to God, so that what the world would separate, 
love would repair.  

Today, the risen Christ prays for us in the same way. 
Before we pray, before we ever try, Jesus prays for us. 
Before we ever lift a thought, or a hand, or a word, 
Jesus reaches out to us.  
 
He prays that love would enter us, surround us, and 
show us the truth: that, in Jesus Christ, God is not far. 
God is here. God is one with us. 
 
He prays for us when we are hurting. He places his 
prayer on our lips, making our words his, our love his, 
so that when we do finally reach out in prayer, we do 
so with him at our side.  
 
Of course, it's easy enough to understand how Jesus, 
the man, prayed for his disciples, right there around 
that table in the 1st century. It's harder to fathom how 
Jesus, who is one with God in all mystery and 
eternity, prays for us now. All language, metaphor, 
analogy fail, for we cannot begin to comprehend the 
mysteries of the divine. All we know is that Jesus 
loves us, and he extends his love to us even now, in 
what today we are calling "prayer."  
 
Jesus' prayer doesn't mean bad things won't happen; 
Jesus never promised an easy life free of suffering or 
evil. His prayer does mean that we do not face these 
bad things alone. It means God is with us. It means we 
have on our side an Easter power that can make death 
flower into life: we have God's love. 
 
And we have it because, every second of the day, in 
every parcel of the universe, for every age to come, 
Jesus prays for us. 
 
His prayer is the wrecking ball of every wall between 
us and God. That is the Easter truth that shall light our 
way in the dark. And it is a truth we cling to, together. 

Emerson's birthday! 
Speaking of light, 
Emerson, believe it or 
not, turns one year old 
on June 11! Because you 
are our family, we'll be 
celebrating his birthday 
with you after church on 
June 9, during the 
Christian Education 
Sunday ice cream social. 
Jenna and I will provide 
a cake and some 
balloons. We hope you'll 

celebrate our "light" with us! (No gifts expected or 
requested.) 

Korean Partnership  

Elder Linda Russell and Rev. Shawn Reyburn,  
representing the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse, will 
visit Korea July 13-19 as guests of Pyongyang  
Presbytery. The two presbyteries have long been in a  
covenant partnership and have collaborated on many 
exchange visits of adults and youth as well as a variety 
of mission efforts over the past 19 years. The purpose  
of this trip is to identify current priorities of the  
partnership. 
 

In addition to meetings, fellowship, and worship with 
partnership friends, Linda and Shawn will also visit 
with PC(USA) mission co-workers Rev. Kurt  
Esslinger, Hyeyoung Lee, and Rev. Choon Lim. 
Throughout the week they will explore what it means to 
work for peace in Korea, in the global context and in the 
context of our respective countries. There are diverse 
opinions among Koreans, Americans, and Korean 
Americans regarding best methods and whether or not 
peace without reunification is sufficient. 

 

The final two days of the trip 
will be spent on Jeju Island. In 
the spring of 1948, during the 
time of the U.S. occupation of 
South Korea following WWII, 
demonstrations of Jeju  
residents were suppressed by 

Korean government forces during what has become 
known as the Juju 4.3 (April 3) massacre. In January 
2005 the Korean government declared Jeju a “peace  
island” as part of a formal apology for April 4.3. 
Demonstrations today regularly take place in opposition 
to the building of a naval base on the island. The island 
has long been appreciated as a honeymoon island for 
Korean couples, and is famous for its “sea women,”  
female divers who plunge up to 30 meters for three 
minutes at a time to harvest a variety of seafood. 

Host Families for  
Global Partners  

Cayuga-Syracuse has invited four students, two girls 
and two boys, as Global Partners from Pyongyang  
Presbytery in South Korea, to attend Triennium 2019 as 
part of our presbytery delegation. The students will be 
older high school or first year college students with 
some English skills. They will arrive July 11 and depart 
July 24.  Host families are needed for four nights prior 
to the Triennium trip and three nights following the  
delegation’s return (July 21-23). It is preferred to 
house the students in pairs, but other options can be  
discussed.  There is a need for three host families. If you 
are willing to be a host family for these students, or for 
more information, contact Linda Russell at 
lsruss@aol.com or 315-730-6930. 

Book Group 

May 23: Becoming by Michelle Obama. Gwen  
Webber Mcleod will be leading the discussion. For 
those so inclined, reading Spoken from the Heart by 
Laura Bush provides an interesting companion read, 
with the two books giving a picture of 16 years of social 
needs in the United States and how these First Ladies 
worked to address these needs. The Finger Lakes 
Library System has the Bush and Obama books.  

September 19: Holy Envy by Barbara Brown  
Taylor, led by Donna Hunt. The Seymour Library has 
one copy. The church can obtain two more nearer the 
time of the discussion. 

October 17: Refugee by Alan Gratz, led by Aja Hahn. 
This was suggested at the Lenten soup and study on 
March 27. It is a young people’s book, and the Finger 
Lakes Library system has multiple copies. 

“Every Brilliant Thing”  
 

The Production “Every Brilliant Thing” 
is coming to Cayuga County as a  
fundraiser for NAMI Cayuga and 
NAMI Sullivan - local affiliates of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness. 
The performance will be held at  
Cayuga Community College on Friday, 
May 3 at 7pm (plan on arriving no later than 6:30). 
 

A funny, moving play, by Duncan MacMillan with  
Jonny Donahoe and performed by Lori Schneider is a 
powerful piece of theatre about depression and the 
lengths we will go to for those we love.  The show is a 
reminder that hope is never truly lost and a testament to 
the healing power of storytelling. There are no bright 
lights with the audience sitting in the dark – it’s an  
immersive experience. The audience shares in  
something meaningful as a room full of people  
becoming a community.  
 

Seating for the show is limited and general admission, 
including light refreshments is $20 for advance sales, 
$25 at the Door and $5 for students. Reservations are 
suggested. The production is not recommended for  
children under the age of 16. . For information and/or 
reservations, phone (315) 283-5826.  

Salvation Army  
Miracle Kitchen 
 

Westminster cooks and serves a hot meal for the guests 
of the Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen on the 4th  
Sundays of 5-Sunday months. Our next opportunity is 
June 23. Join the merry band of cooks and servers by 
letting Christian Thornton know you'd like to help: 
christina72278@gmail.com. We need about 10-12  
volunteers.  
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Paint Splatter and Sawdust 
 

Paint splatters and 
sawdust-covered 
floors are the  
current décor in the  
future youth room. 
If you haven’t taken 
a look lately you 
may be surprised to 
see that there are 
some major changes 
happening.  

 
There has been an  
addition of a 75”  
television set for family 
movie nights and  
multimedia  
presentations.  Thanks 
to the hard work of  
volunteers, many other 
changes have been  
taking place. Countless  

volunteers worked extremely hard to get the REACH 
wing ready for  
remodeling by  
organizing and  
donating items from 
the nursery school.  
Volunteers from the 
Q-Center have  
painted the walls, 
and Westminster’s 
very own Kimberly 
Patch is currently 
building a wrap-
around coffee bar. Everything is still a long way from 
being finished but progress is steady.  
 

The room will be a 
multifunctional room 
to further the vision 
of REACH. The  
intention is to offer  
a meeting place for 
youth, youth groups,  
community groups 
and families. Get a 
sneak peek at our 
next Family Game 

Night, May 10 from 6pm-8pm. Then in June there are 
plans to re-launch the Q-Center with an open house, 
complete with non-alcoholic specialty drinks and  
appetizers. There are still some volunteer opportunities 
to help finish the room. If you are interested contact 
ChrisPatchTMT@Gmail.com. 

Is Sunday School  
Still Relevant? 
by Chris Patch 

I was recently asked whether Sunday School was still 
relevant. I said, “Of course it is, Sunday School is a  
valuable tradition that has helped grow children’s faith 
and Biblical knowledge for years”, but I also admitted 
that times have changed and so have our children. In 
today’s technological world children literally have the 
knowledge and opinions of the world at their fingertips. 
In many ways, the innocence of childhood has been 
replaced by video games, YouTube videos and social 
media, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t still a place for 
Sunday School. What it does mean, however, is that 
Sunday School needs to adapt to become more relevant 
to this generation of children and acknowledge that 
they are connected to the world in ways we never could 
have dreamed of as children. Today’s children are  
continuously exposed to a variety of opinions  
concerning climate change, social justice and politics, 
so it only makes sense to address some of these issues, 
in an age appropriate and Biblical way during Sunday 
School.  
 
Throughout Lent, we started an experiment. In Sunday 
School, we talked about the same topics covered in the 
Adult Forums. We discussed poverty, energy, waste, 
food, gratitude, and what our responsibility was as  
Christians towards the poor and God’s creation. The 
insight and passion from the children was remarkable, 
enlightening and encouraging. Their questions were 
thought provoking and compassionate. Our children are 
in tune with what is happening in the world and want 
answers. They want answers concerning God’s role in 
the world and what they can do to make God’s creation 
better for everyone. Rethinking traditions is sometimes 
tough but if we embrace how technology has shaped 
the views of our children and also use technology to 
teach Biblical concepts, narratives and responsibilities 
we can help our children grow in faith in a whole new 
and exciting way.   

  

 

  

Upcoming sermons 
 

May 5: Guest Preacher , Rev. Dr . Craig Lindsey 
 

May 12: " Rise,"  a sermon about one of the fir st 
recorded funerals of the early church 
 

May 19: " The spir itual practice of being wrong,"   
a sermon about humility 
 

May 26: " The power  of Lydia,"  a sermon about 
subverted patriarchy and the leadership of women 
 

June 2: " Paul' s second conversion,"  a sermon 
about awakened solidarity 
 

June 9: A special multi-generational readers theater 
and festival for Pentecost 
 

June 16: " The unfinished gospel,"  a sermon about 
truths still unfolding 
 

June 23: " The freedom of love,"  a Pr ide Week 
sermon, rethinking sexuality and gender identity in 
Paul's epistles 
 

June 30: " Know your  purpose,"  a sermon about 
what it means to follow Christ 

Contemplative hikes  
May 25 & June 22 
 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  

 

On Saturday, May 25, from 10 
am to 12 pm, we will hike the 
dramatic forest and gorge 
landscape of Carpenter Falls 
and the Bahar Nature Preserve, 
with a trail that strides 

shimmering waterfalls and leads to Skaneateles Lake. 
It's about a 25-minute drive from Auburn, and will 
include both moderate and steep portions.  
 

On Saturday, June 22, from 10 
am to 12 pm, we will hike among 
the stunning woods and waterfalls 
of Fillmore Glen State Park. This 
is a beautiful but fairly strenuous 
hike, involving occasional steep 
incline. It's about 30 minutes 
from Auburn. 
 

Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. RSVP is required. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

Wednesday Noon Study:  
the messianic secret  

Our conversation group resumes on Wednesday, May 
8, at noon, with a discussion of the so-called messianic 
secret. Why does Jesus ask people, particularly in the 
Gospel of Mark, not to tell anyone about his identity as 
the Messiah? Why the big secret? And how should this 
shape our understanding of Jesus Christ? Bring your 
lunch, and join us in the conference room of the 
Education Building for what we hope will be a riveting 
discussion. The series will conclude June 12, after 
which the Noon Study will take a break over the 
summer. 

Auburn's first Pride Week & 
Worship Service 

The City of Auburn is organizing 
its first ever Pride Week for the 
50th anniversary of Stonewall and 
the protests that launched the 
modern LGBTQ equality 
movement. Events will take place 
throughout the week of June 23, 
culminating in a rally day at the 

Equal Rights Heritage Center on June 29 at noon. Our 
pastor, Patrick, has the honor of serving on the 
planning committee. He will be facilitating a panel of 
LGBTQ people telling their stories and answering 
questions on Tuesday, June 25, at 7 pm. The next day, 
Wednesday, June 26, at 7 pm, Westminster will host 
Auburn's first interfaith Pride worship service, which 
will powerfully combine music, spiritual reflections, 
and testimonies. Other events will include films, 
parties, a panel about parenting and family 
experiences, comedians, and a brunch. Join us, and 
help make history. Join us, and witness to the love of 
Auburn's only open and affirming Christian church.  

52nd Annual Freedom  
Fund Banquet 

Join the NAACP for its dinner and awards ceremony, 
Friday, May 10, at 6 pm, at the Springside Inn, 
featuring keynote speaker Chol Majok, one of the 
"Lost Boys" of Sudan (refugees and orphans of the 
Second Sudanese Civil War), and live music provided 
by Perform4Purpose. Our pastor, Patrick, will provide 
the invocation. Proceeds support college scholarships, 
and include appetizers, dinner, and one-year 
membership to the NAACP: $75 per adult, $140 per 
couple, $40 for students 20 and under. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Shavonn Lynch at 
315-224-6053 or email the branch at 
unit2128@aol.com. Westminster is a proud lifetime 
member of the NAACP. 
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Rev. Patrick Heery to be 
recognized at Catholic 
Charities award dinner 

Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes has 
selected our pastor, Patrick, as one of this 
year's recipients of its "Sharing the Light" 
Award in honor of his service to the 
community. The dinner will be held at 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges, 

Geneva, NY, beginning at 5:30 pm, on Tuesday, June 
11. Individual tickets are $50. For more information or 
to RSVP, call Rhonda Zettlemoyer at 315-789-2686, ext 
104, or go to www.catholiccharitiesfl.org/event/sharing-
the-light-award-dinner/. 

Presbytery Meeting  
and Honoring of  
Rev. Janet Newman 

Join the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse for 
our stated meeting on Tuesday, May 14, at 
the Presbyterian Church of Otisco in Tully, 
NY. The gathering will begin with 
registration and fellowship at 3:30 pm. 
During that meeting, the presbytery will be 
recognizing the loving and generous 
ministry of Rev. Janet Newman, who has become a 
beloved part of our church family. She will be honorably 
retired during the meeting. See Patrick for more 
information. We hope you will join us in celebrating 
Janet and the call God placed upon her! 

Baccalaureate Sunday 

When children are baptized at Westminster, the entire 
congregation takes a vow to love, support, and nurture 
them as they grow. Some of these children for whom we 
took these vows are now graduating from college or 
graduate school, and we will celebrate them (as well as 
other graduating church members) and their 
achievements with joy and pride on Baccalaureate 
Sunday, June 16! 
 

Emma Blodgett is graduating from SUNY Albany and 
will be moving to New York City to begin her 
career.  Kristina Stephens earned an MS in Education 
from Lemoyne; Mike Fandrich is completing a Masters 
in Public Administration from the Maxwell School at 
Syracuse University.   
 

If you or someone you know should be recognized at the 
Baccalaureate Service, please contact Melanie in the 
church office or Aaron Creighton, Moderator of the 
Membership Committee.  
 

The recipients of the Gilchrist Scholarship awards will 
be recognized on Baccalaureate Sunday as well.  

May Loose Change 
 

The loose change in the 
offering plates is designated 
toward a special cause each 
month. In May, the loose 
offerings will support two soup 
kitchens in Auburn.   The St. 
Peter and John’s Soup Kitchen  
is a shared ministry of local 
churches and organizations that 

operates out of the Parish House, and serves an average 
of 130 people each Saturday.  First Love Fellowship & 
Ministries operates their soup kitchen Monday through 
Friday and averages 50 people at their noon lunch.  
Meals are free and available to anyone who would like 
to enjoy a good meal in a friendly environment at both 
soup kitchens. 
 

All donations will be provided in gift cards from Aldi’s, 
Save- A- Lot and the Dollar Store where both soup 
kitchens shop.  The Directors Robert Stiegerwald (St. 
Peter & John) and Lorraine Canino (First Love Church) 
are very grateful as Westminster’s donation will allow 
them to purchase items such as spices, oven mitts, fresh 
vegetables, and cleaning supplies that are not supplied 
by the Food Bank. 

June Loose Change 
NAACP School Supply Drive 
 

The Auburn NAACP is a non-profit organization 
providing hope for all people in its effort to continue the 
fight  against racism and injustice. Their mission is to 
continue to be instrumental in improving the community 
we live in and to stand against racism, promote social 
justice and equality for all people. The NAACP is 
planning  their annual back-to-school supply give away 
which will take place in August. This program assists 
families in preparing for the upcoming school year by 
providing some of the needed school supplies to help 
families who otherwise could not afford them. June 
loose offerings support the school supply give-away. 

Children’s Worship Center  
 

In the upcoming months the Children’s 
Worship Center will be sharing the 
story of “The Good Shepherd and the 
Wolf”, tying together “The Good 
Shepherd” and “The Lord’s Children”, 
and “The Good Shepherd” and “The 
Lord’s Supper”. They will then hear the 
stories about “Ascension”, “Pentecost, 
and “Baptism”. As the school year 

comes to an end in June they will begin a new and 
exciting curriculum for the summer which parents will 
be hearing more about.  

Worship 
 

We welcome the Rev. Craig 
Lindsey to Westminster on 
Sunday, May 5. Craig will lead 
worship while Patrick is finishing 
up a week at the Early Ministry 
Institute at Stony Point Center. 
Craig is a Minister at Large in our 
Presbytery seeking God’s next 
Call, he was elected Skaneateles’ 
Pastor Emeritus, and also is our 
Synod of the Northeast’s Justice 
on the General Assembly 
Permanent Judicial Commission. 

Craig is a graduate of The College of Wooster, Union 
Theological Seminary, and Columbia Theological 
Seminary.  Craig has served in ordained pastoral calls 
in Michigan, Wisconsin and Skaneateles over the last 
35 years. Craig was a founding member of the John 
Dau Foundation (JDF), working with refugees to create 
a Health Care System in isolated South Sudan, which 
today provides care for over 215,000 people annually. 
Craig recently returned from 10 days in Guatemala as 
Spiritual Director of Faith In Practice (FIP) Medical 
Mission Team. We are excited to hear Craig’s message 
on May 5!   

Pentecost and CE Sunday 
 

Pentecost celebrates the arrival of the Holy Spirit to the 
early church, coming in the powerful symbols of  wind, 
fire, and language, and also celebrates the power of the 
Holy Spirit with us today. We celebrate Pentecost on 
June 9, which is also the day we celebrate Christian 
Education Sunday. Experience how the Holy Spirit is at 
work at Westminster on June 9.   

Pentecost Offering 
The Pentecost Offering will be 
received this year on June 9. A 
gift to the Pentecost Offering 
helps the church encourage 
develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children.  
40% of the offering is retained by individual 
congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of 
young people within their own community.  The 
remaining 60% is used to support ministries of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Your gift helps support 
Young Adult Volunteers, an ecumenical, faith-based 
program that includes year of service in sites around the 
world and across the United States.    

The 221st General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
calls on Presbyterians to work with partners in the U. S. 
and worldwide to improve the quality of education for 1 
million children by 2020.   

Member-Inspired Adult 
Forums Planned 
After a thoughtful Lenten series, join us for the 
following discussions: 
 

May 12 - Sustainability at Westminster 

A discussion based on ideas shared in the suggestion 
box in the narthex on what Westminster can do to be a 
better steward of the Earth. Since many suggestions 
came from children, they are invited to participate in 
this discussion. 
 

May 19 - Domestic violence and the role  
of the church 

Representatives from the Cayuga Seneca Action 
Agency will share insights on how a church can 
become a sanctuary for victims. 
 

May 26 - Day of Service recap 

Church members are encouraged to share their 
experiences from their volunteer activities on the May 
18 Day of Service. 
 

June 2 - Mystery Un-Forum topic 

This will be the last adult forum before summer break. 
The surprise topic will be picked from previous  
Un-Forums. The Christian Education Committee will 
also hand out surveys to gather feedback about this 
year's topics and suggestions for future discussions. 
 

June 9 - Christian Education Sunday 

After worship, join us for ice cream sundaes in the 
REACH wing (former nursery school location) and take 
a peak at its ongoing transformation. REACH is the 
name for Westminster's new Youth Ministry program 
and stands for Relate, Explore, Act, Care, Help. 
 

Parents: Important dates  
for your children 

June 2 - Last day of Sunday School 

June 9 - Christian Education Sunday Ice Cream Social 

June 16 - Last day of Children's Worship Center 

June 23 - Summer Sabbath starts as blended childcare 
with faith-based activities for infants and children up to 
second grade 

http://www.catholiccharitiesfl.org/event/sharing-the-light-award-dinner/
http://www.catholiccharitiesfl.org/event/sharing-the-light-award-dinner/

