
 
The newsletter of  

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 
 
17 William Street   
Auburn, NY 13021 
315-253-3331 
 
Worship 9:30am Sundays 

The Rev. Patrick D. Heery, Pastor 
office@westminsterauburn.org 

www.westminsterauburn.org 

March and April 2021 

Lent  

Lent is the season of preparation before Easter. It is a 
time of study, reflection, and repentance that leads us 
to the promise of hope in Easter. Lent began on Ash 
Wednesday, which this year was February 17, and was 
observed with a drive-through imposition of ashes and 
an on-line service. Lent lasts for 40 weekdays (not  
including Sundays). Many Christians observe a period 
of moderation and spiritual discipline (sometimes  
including fasting), setting aside time for intentional 
reflection on the life, death, and teachings of Jesus. 
This can happen both individually and within the faith 
community. This newsletter contains information about 
the opportunities for worship, study, and reflection 
during Lent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday: March 28 

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, commemorating 
the day of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. Palm Sunday 
worship will be livestreamed from the sanctuary at 
9:30am. 

Maundy Thursday: April 1 

Maundy Thursday remembers Jesus' Last Supper with 
his disciples and his commandment to "Love one  
another.” Worship will be livestreamed at 7pm, and 
Communion will be shared virtually with worshipers 
using elements from their own kitchens.   

Good Friday: April 2 

Good Friday remembers Jesus’ suffering and  
crucifixion with a service of Tenebrae, which means 
“darkness” or “extinguishing of lights.” This service 
will be livestreamed from Patrick’s study at 7pm.  

Easter Sunday: April 4 

The Resurrection of Our Lord will be celebrated with 
two services on Easter. The sunrise service will begin 
at 6:30am and will be livestreamed from Patrick’s 
study. The 9:30am service will be livestreamed from 
the sanctuary, and will feature live music, readings, 
sermon, and Communion. 



Bidding farewell to The Rev 
Theatre Company 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

After more than three decades of housing 
its offices and rehearsal space at 
Westminster, The Rev Theatre Company 
(formerly The Merry-Go-Round 
Playhouse) has officially left the building. 
After about a month and a half of packing 
and moving, the staff of The Rev have now 
relocated to their new office building 

located off North Street: an industrial space that is newer 
(built in 2005), all their own, and will afford them much 
more space, parking, and ground floor access.  
 
We will miss them. The Rev has been a part of our life 
together for so long that it's hard to imagine the church 
without them. Members and friends of our church were 
instrumental in the creation of the youth theater that 
birthed their organization. Several of their staff worship 
with us, or have in the past. Summer actors and 
musicians have shared their voices and talents with us 
over the years. Several of our members have served on 
their board, and many of us have annual passes to their 
summer performances. We have deeply valued being a 
part of the artistic vision The Rev brings to our 
community. We will miss the energy and vitality they 
have brought to our building.  More than anything, we 
will miss the friendships.   
 
While we did not anticipate the timing, however, this 
move has long been expected. A New Beginnings Study 
commissioned by the church in 2011 warned of an 
imminent departure of The Rev. What had begun as a 
small, grassroots arts group had transformed into a 
major, award-winning, internationally recognized 
production with more than 20 year-round staff, a 
prominent youth theater program, and hundreds of 
actors and other staff coming in every summer. They 
simply outgrew our building.  
 
For years, we worked together to make it work. They 
were accommodating and understanding, often 
postponing rehearsals if we had special services or 
funerals, putting up with crumbling walls and boiler 
malfunctions, and dealing with all the issues that come 
with an old building. We expanded their parking, and 
instituted parking tags in order to keep others from using 
their spots. We enhanced our communication and 
scheduling systems, facilitated meet-and-greets to foster 
mutual harmony, devoted church staff hours to their 
various needs, and allowed more and more use of public 
space they didn't pay for (such as the Great Hall and 
Junior Room, which they used almost exclusively about 
half the year). But in the end, they decided they needed 

something more modern, with a more traditional 
landlord relationship. We were always first and foremost 
a church, and that meant our priorities and our capacities 
just didn't always align.  
 
In early November, they informed us that they would be 
vacating the building by mid-February.  
 
We wish them well in their new home. We are excited 
for all the ways they are growing, and hope this change 
allows them to flourish. They go with our blessing, our 
love, and our fervent prayers for their thriving.  
 
As I write this, we are in the process of sanding and 
refinishing the hallway wood floors on the second and 
third floors. Next, we will be looking at the various 
rooms on those floors; this is the perfect opportunity to 
do some improvements and maintenance.  
 
It's also the perfect opportunity to dream. While this 
move brings with it a serious financial loss of $40,000 in 
income, it also opens to us new and exciting 
opportunities to expand mission, education, children's 
and youth ministry, and community service. With access 
to our Great Hall, we now have a chance to do programs 
and events previously impossible for us. Already, 
Session has voted to temporarily partner with Warm the 
Children, a local mission that distributes between 800 
and 1,000 coats to children each year. Preliminary 
conversations are happening with organizations such as 
Literacy Volunteers, the YMCA, and the Rescue 
Mission. Our children's and youth ministry REACH is 
brainstorming ideas. But Session is determined to take 
its time and not rush into any commitments. We want to 
be strategic in our use of the space, so that new 
commitments align with the mission and goals of the 
church. We want to do more than "house" other 
organizations; we want to build relationships that grow 
the church, further the gospel, and expand upon our 
strategic vision. And we want you to be part of that 
vision. 
 
Join us in this fun and creative time of dreaming! How 
would you like to see that space used? What 
opportunities can you envision? Think big. Think bold. 
COVID uniquely affords us the opportunity to take our 
time and think outside the box. There are so many 
amazing things God can accomplish with this space.  
 
What are your dreams for that space? Communicate 
your ideas to the Session, and to me. We of course won't 
be able to do everything. Some ideas may not be 
feasible, or may not align with our ultimate goals. But 
no idea is unwelcome. Keep them coming! Yours may 
be the one that sparks a whole new enterprise like  
The Rev! 



Upcoming sermons 

March 7: " Falling towers,"  a Lenten sermon about 
mid-life crises 

March 14: " We are our  memories,"  a Lenten 
sermon about Alzheimer's 

March 21: " Living and dying with purpose,"  a 
Lenten sermon about mortality 

March 28: " Holy, difficult bodies,"  a Lenten sermon 
about loss of control 

April 1: A special Maundy Thursday service 

April 2: A tenebrae Good Fr iday service 

April 4: " He is not here,"  an Easter  sermon about 
facing faith's hardest questions 

April 11: Guest Preacher  Shavonn Lynch 

April 18: An extended, holy reading of the Easter  
Gospel interspersed with questions for reflection and 
silence 

April 25: A special Ear th Day service 

 

Lenten Sermon Series:  
Aging with God 
Pastor Patrick is leading a six-part sermon series on 
“Aging with God” throughout Lent, helping discern 
God’s presence and guidance as we grow older. Patrick 
is drawing on his pastoral counseling experience, and 
also on two excellent books: Being Mortal by Atul 
Gawande and The Orphaned Adult by Alexander Levy.  
Join us for worship Sundays at 9:30am on Facebook 
Live.  

 

Ash Wednesday: Pastor Patrick applies ashes to 
Liturgist Rob Schemerhorn’s forehead at the 
livestreamed Ash Wednesday Service on February 17. 

Contemplative hikes  
March 27 & April 24 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect with 
God, the earth, and our selves.  
 
On Saturday, March 28, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
walk a portion of the Cayuga Seneca Canal Trail, 
including the Ludovico Sculpture Trail inspired by the 
women's rights movement. Our walk along the canal in 
Seneca Falls (about 20 minutes away) will mindfully 
place us in the presence of the women who have 
worked, and continue to work, for true equality. 

 
On Saturday, April 25, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
hike among the stunning waterfalls, canal, and beauties 
of the Keuka Outlet Trail near Dresden, about an hour 
away. Perfect for all skill levels, and dotted with scenic 
points, this hike will be lovely whether we have 
lingering winter or budding spring weather.  

 

Both hikes will be easy to moderate. RSVP is 
requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  



March and April  
Loose Change Offerings 

The loose change in the offering 
plates is designated toward a 
special cause each month, and 
we’ve continued this tradition with 
online worship. On the first Sunday 

of each month, loose change offerings support the 
Calvary Food Pantry.  
 

The rest of the Sundays in March, loose change will 
support Friends Helping Friends of Cayuga County, Inc, 
a registered nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
ensure that low income families and individuals in 
Cayuga County can get food and personal hygiene 
products. It also provides school supplies, holiday gift 
assistance, and help to domestic violence victims. In 
2020, Friends Helping Friends gave out just under 400 
filled book bags in August, and also gave holiday gift 
help for 173 children in December. Its domestic 
violence resource program gives household items to 
women and children starting out in a new place in 
addition to the help they receive from other domestic 
violence advocacy programs. Meeghan Seastrom 
Danboise, the president of Friends Helping Friends, 
thanks Westminster for its support in March.  
 

In April, the loose offerings will support the Sts. Peter 
and John’s Soup Kitchen.  The Soup Kitchen is run by 
Sts. Peter and John Episcopal Church and operates out 
of the Parish House on Genesee St. When First Love 
Fellowship & Ministries closed, this soup kitchen took 
on serving the community not only on Saturday but 
Wednesday as well.  Director David Ward said 
normally, during the walking weather they average and 
serve about 150 people each Saturday and Wednesday. 
Meals are free and available to anyone who would like 
to enjoy a good meal in a friendly environment. 
 

During COVID, they continued to cook full meals with 
soup and dessert, packaged them in take out containers 
and passed them out to all clients in need of food.  Our 
loose change donations will be used to purchase 
Wegmans and Tops gift cards where the Soup Kitchen 
shops.  Mr. Ward was incredibly grateful, as the 
donation will allow him to purchase items such as 
spices, oven mitts, fresh vegetables, and cleaning 
supplies that are not supplied by the Food Bank. The 

Mission Committee will match the April Loose Change 
offering dollar for dollar, so your contribution will grow 
into twice the support of a worthy and hardworking 
cause. 
 

You may make loose change offerings by sending a 
check to the church (write “loose change” on the menu 
line) or by using the church’s online giving platform on 
the “Give” page of our website at 
www.westminsterauburn.org.  

Soup and Study 
 

Meeting God in the Ordinary 

God is often at work 
through the ordinary: 
ordinary people, 
ordinary objects, 
ordinary grace. Through 
the ordinary, God 
communicates 
epiphanies, salvation, 
revelation, and 
reconciliation. It is 
through the mundane 

that we hear God's quiet voice. This year the Lenten 
Soup and Study will help us listen for that voice. It will 
take place on Wednesday nights at 6:30 beginning on 
February 24 and continuing through March 31. The 
study will be based on a devotional by Jill Duffield, Lent 
in Plain Sight. It's not necessary to 
read the book in order to 
participate, but if you'd like to, you 
may request a copy from the 
church (or obtain it on your own of 
course). We'll start at 6:30 to give 
everyone time to get supper. Please 
feel free to eat while we talk. From 
6:30 to 7:00 we will discuss the 
devotions for a few days of that 
week, taking turns reading the 
Scriptures, and then summarizing 
Jill Duffield's thoughts and sharing 
our own. Families will be able to 
depart around 7:00 to get children into bed, and others 
will be able to stay and talk informally for a while if 
they would like. If you would like a copy of the book 
please check with the church office to be sure one is 
available (we can order more), and make arrangements 
to stop by to pick it up. 
 
And just to add a little fun, we’ll be sharing soup recipes 
from prior years’ Soup and Study series. We’ve 
collected the recipes for many of the amazing soups that 
members have provided, and we’ll share some of them 
so you can enjoy them at home! Watch emails and 
Facebook posts for the recipes! If you have a recipe 
you’d like to share, email it to 
audrey.mcnally@gmail.com.  



REACH 
By Chris Patch 

It appears that there may finally be a light at the end of 
the tunnel. As more and more individuals are being 
vaccinated, the probability that we will worship and 
gather together soon seems likely. We are all hopeful 
to begin our youth forums and studies on Sundays 
again, but until then we are still planning other ways to 
stay connected. Starting February 17th, we will be 
posting weekly videos on the REACH Facebook Page 
and daily Lenten devotionals designed for youth and 
families. In March we are planning another youth 
gathering at the church and some additional online 
activities through Zoom that include game nights, 
scavenger hunts and classes. In April, we are hoping to 
challenge our youth once again to complete services 
projects. Some projects that are possibilities are able to 
be completed virtually.  

 
We are especially excited, 
however, to announce that we 
will begin Confirmation 
classes. Confirmation classes 
are designed for youth 
(around age 13 or older) to be 
taught about the Christian 
faith. Through Confirmation, 
youth enter into full 
confession and affirmation of 

faith. Keep an eye on the REACH Facebook Page for 
more information. Most importantly, we are looking 
for input. What do you think is important for your 
child? What can we do to help them grow in faith? Is 
there any way that we can help you? 
 

Children’s Worship Center 
 

Sunday Zooms will continue, with 
Noel  Lardeo reading from the Spark 
Children’s Bible and copies are 
available if your child would like to 
follow along at home. Noel and 
Chris can also set up a separate 
Zoom time to meet for prayer, 
guidance or just a friendly visit if the 
Sunday time or group setting doesn’t 
meet your child’s needs.   
 

Westminster Book Group 

The Book Group will meet via Zoom on Thursday, 
March 18, at 7pm to continue discussing The 
Presidents of War by Michael Beschloss, with Tony 
Gero leading the conversation. The group is 
considering its next book. Email ann@annlwiley.com 
for more information. 

Refresh 
By Aja Hahn 

Neither Rain, Nor 
Sleet, Nor Snow, 
Nor COVID 
isolation will stop 
us from learning 
and witnessing 
God among us!  
 
That might sound like the USPS oath, but it has 
become the motto of Refresh Women. Even though our 
distancing and "normal" life of social gatherings 
continues longer than we had originally anticipated, the 
women of Refresh have enjoyed more time together, 
and more quality study of God's word and sightings in 
our lives in the past 11 months than we could have 
predicted. In fact, using the online platform has 
allowed us to include members who travel or don't live 
in the area. This increased time of fellowship, 
friendship, and insights has been an incalculable value.  

 
We will 
continue our 
every other 
Saturday 
sessions 
throughout 
the Lenten 
season, 
sharing 

thoughts about the Lent in Plain Sight devotion study 
book. The book is also being used for the Wednesday 
night soup and study sessions, and as there is more 
reading in the book than time will allow for the 
Wednesday night sessions, the Refresh women chose 
to spend more time in fellowship discussing these 
topics. One goal for this Lenten journey in 2021 is to 
record a daily "God sighting". We have already 
witnessed so many ways that we can see God in the 
world, and in each other! 
 
While our focus and foundation is always God and 
how God is working in and through our lives, the 
greatest part of each session is the connection, 
relationship, and fellowship we have enjoyed 
throughout this time of isolation and anxiety. We share 
how our lives are going, we share prayer requests, and 
sometimes, young kids even pop in for a visit! :) 
 
We do meet on Zoom, on Saturday mornings at 10am 
(every other week), and support or help using this 
platform can be provided. 
 
Contact refreshwithin@yahoo.com for more 
information! 



Worship technology in  
the time of Covid 

As this newsletter 
goes to press, Session 
has decided to  
continue on-line-only 
worship at least 
through Easter. The 
Session will continue 
to revisit the decision 

to resume in-person worship, taking into account the 
community’s Covid infection rates, the availability of 
vaccines, and our members’ comfort and willingness to 
return to live gatherings. Whenever that happens, we 
will continue to offer livestream worship as well as  
in-person worship.  
 
Patrick uses his laptop and a 
webcam to livestream worship 
from his study most Sundays. He’s 
the worship leader and tech team 
combined! Sitting in front of the 
screen, he monitors comments, 
feeds in music audios, and  
responds directly to the at-home 
worshipers. The worship committee helps prepare the 
space with liturgical colors, banners, candles, and  
Communion elements.  
 
We have livestreamed occasionally from the sanctuary 
for special services and funerals, and this requires  
different technology. The church has purchased a  
Mevo Start camera for this purpose. The Mevo camera 
is portable and was also used to share the prayer  
service from outside The Commons in January. The 
sanctuary has required some upgrades to make 
livestreaming stable. We are grateful to Thomas 
Fessenden for installing internet cables in the basement 
to provide Ethernet ports and wireless boosters 
throughout the vast space of the sanctuary. Jack Hardy 
and Jim Burlingame have made changes to the sound 
system to improve the sound quality of the livestream 
transmissions. Jill Fandrich and Paul Dungey are the 
regular camera operators, and have also trained Chris 
Patch, Audrey McNally, Marshall Pope, and Jim 
Burlingame. Ann Wiley and Chris Patch monitor  
comments and prayer concerns.  
 
Once we begin to offer in-person worship again,  
worship will be “hybrid.” The worshiping community 
will be a blend of live participation in the sanctuary 
and live participation on line. It will be a challenge to 
capture the “best of both worlds,” but it is a challenge 
we look forward to. The post-Covid church will be 
different, and we think better.  

Thank you, French and 
Metcalf Foundations 

Thank you to the French and Metcalf Foundations for 
their generous year-end grants of $5000 each to be 
used toward the purchase and installation of security 
cameras at the church. The church has suffered  
incidents of theft and vandalism this past year, making 
the need for better security a top priority. The French 
and Metcalf Foundations have been generous  
supporters of Westminster every year, and we are very 
grateful to them for their current and past support!  

Property Committee  

The Property Committee 
is as busy as ever. With 
the building closed to 
most public gatherings, 
it’s a good time to  
complete projects.  
 
The REV completed 
their move in February, 
and the areas they  
occupied are now vacant. The committee is planning to 
change all the exterior locks. The stairs, the second 
floor hallway, and the third floor hallway in the  
education building have been sanded and refinished. 
Other projects are planned and/or ongoing, such as the 
repair to the wall in the sanctuary and some are slated 
for summer, when good weather returns.  
 

The property  
committee schedules 
work days on the 
third Saturday of each 
month. The March 20 
workday will be spent 
shampooing the  

carpets on the first floor of the education building and 
going through the former REV area to clear out debris, 
see what repairs are needed, etc. The April 17 workday 
will be spent putting the fence back up around the 
playground and whatever else is needed.  We would so 
appreciate help with these tasks, so please keep the 
dates in mind and lend a hand if you can! 



Ode to Joy Organ  
Restoration Campaign  

The Ode to Joy 
Skinner Organ 
Restoration 
Campaign has 
generated 
$166,811 in  
congregational 
or community 

donations, pledges, and stock transfers. Thank you to 
Anne Iverson (daughter of Midge Drummond), Diane 
Lehner, and Karyn Mazzeo for joining our growing 
list of contributors. Because this is a 1-year renovation  
project, but a 3-year capital campaign, it is never too 
late to help Westminster bear the considerable cost of 
this $400,000 endeavor.  
 
An affirmation of Westminster's Ode to Joy Campaign 
was received from church member and Ode to Joy  
donor Linda Jackson, who wrote the following (and 
gave us permission to share it): 
 
"I graduated from the Crane School of Music SUNY 
Potsdam as an organ major so I am thrilled that our 
church has made the decision to restore the organ. 
Around the time of my graduation, my hometown 
church was in the process of purchasing a used pipe  
organ. No one in the area could play pipe organ. I was 
asked to be the organist plus give lessons to those  
interested. I had taken an elementary music teaching 
position about an hour away from the church. I was 
married, had a baby (Rob Davenport), and wasn't sure 
I could handle all of this. "Giving back" was important 
to me so I said "Yes". I did this for one year, preparing 
for one of my students to take over. I tell you this story  
because recently my Dad's memorial service was held 
in that church. I was saddened to see that the organ 
had been removed and a piano was in its place. The 
church had been unable to keep up the cost of repairs. 
Thank you to the organ restoration committee and 
those pledging for making this happen." 
 
Thank you, Linda (and John Jackson), for being 
among our many contributors and for sharing your  
story with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skinner Organ  
Restoration Work 
The Skinner organ console was removed (via forklift) 
and the pipe chamber emptied of its 2069 pipes during 
the week of January 4-8. Most of the organ parts were 
taken to the Kerner & Merchant Factory in Syracuse, 
although some larger pipes are stacked in the 2nd floor 
hallway adjacent to the choir room. It is amazing to 
think that all of those components once fit into the 
small room behind the choir loft.  
 
The organ’s pipe chamber room has been refurbished 
by Anthony Elice Construction, a local general  
contracting company. The work included repairing and 
skimcoating the back wall, installing a new masonite 
ceiling, repairing the floor, and repainting all the  
surfaces in white or gray. Still to be done is upgrading 
the chamber’s electrical conduits and installing LED 
lighting. These improvements will aid not only in the 
enhanced acoustics of the instrument but also in  
improved lighting capability for future tunings and 
maintenance.  
 
Here are some photos of the ongoing work: 
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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Gilchrist Scholarship  
Deadline 

April 1, 2020 is the deadline for  
Westminster college students to  
submit an application to receive a 
new or continuing scholarship from 
the Douglas J. Gilchrist Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. The applications 
and guidelines can be found on the 
Westminster Church website 
(Education page) or they may be 

picked up in the church office.  Please note that first 
year applicants need to submit letters of  
recommendation with their applications, and will be 
interviewed by the committee. 

Church Officers Elected 

The Session has elected Rob Schemerhorn as Clerk of 
Session and Anne Malvaso as Church Treasurer for 
2021. We are grateful to Rob and Anne for their  
willingness to serve in these important roles.  

Session Committees  

Session committees have  
begun their work for the new 
year. Committees are always 
looking for new members to 
contribute their gifts and  
talents to the work of God at 
Westminster. Consider how 
you might serve God through 
the work of any of these  
session committees:   

Christian Education (Ann Wiley) 
Worship (Paul Dungey) 
Property (Beth Loomis) 
Mission (Susan Marteney) 
Membership and Evangelism (Shavonn Lynch) 
Finance (Judi Miladin) 
Personnel (Donna Hunt) 
 

For more information about the work of these  
committees, talk to the moderators listed above or to 
Pastor Patrick Heery  


