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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Organ Renovation Update 
by Jill Fandrich 

The planned restoration of the Skinner organ is still in the works, with the following change in  
schedule. The organ will be removed from the sanctuary after Christmas 2020, and will be  
returned before Christmas in 2021. During 2021, worship will be accompanied by music on the  
piano, as well as other alternative instruments. Kerner and Merchant, the company which has been 
maintaining and tuning our organ for decades, was chosen to do the restoration work. Next  
December, they will remove the organ and transport it in pieces to their Syracuse-based facility, 
where they will work on the individual parts, restoring them to original condition. Then they will  
return the organ to Westminster in December of 2021, and reassemble it on our site. While the  
organ is out, we will be doing work on the organ chamber itself (the "room" where the organ is 

housed), making needed improvements to the walls, ceiling, and floors to ensure that the newly renovated organ will be  
housed in an appropriate and safe chamber. The full extent of the chamber work will not be known until the organ is removed.  
 

In 2020, we will begin to raise the necessary funds for the organ restoration project. The goal will be $400,000. Kerner and 
Merchant's contract is for $350,000, and we are estimating an additional $50,000 for the site work. A team of grant writers will 
be approaching foundations (local and national) for grants toward this project. It is almost certain that any grants which may be 
awarded will require us to match the grants with funds raised from the congregation. It is our hope (and our goal) to raise at 
least half of the $400,000 through grants and congregational support. Session has also approved using some of the income 
from the Near Trust toward this project. The Near Trust was set up according to the will of long-time member Doris Bierer, 
who stipulated that the income from the trust be used solely for "minister's compensation and maintenance of the church."  
Doris' foresight and generosity in remembering the church in this way allows us to have funds to be used toward large projects 
such as this, which are outside of our regular operating budget. The Near Trust income, however, is not sufficient to pay for the 
entire project. The congregation indicated strong support for proceeding with the organ restoration and in 2020, we will need to 
translate support for the project into financial support.  
 

Watch for more news about the organ campaign in the coming months. This is an exciting time for Westminster as we embark 
on a major plan to continue to praise God through music by renovating and restoring our magnificent Skinner pipe organ. 

Thanks to Outgoing Officers  
A special thank you to the following members who 
completed their terms of service on the Session and 
Board of Deacons in 2019:  

Elder: Jill Fandrich 

Deacons: Gary Coon, Joy Olschewske 

Westminster is grateful for these talented, committed 
people who served as leaders at Westminster, sharing 
their time and talents to serve God so faithfully. Thank 
you!  

Elder Care Conversation Circle 
Every month, on the last Tuesday 
at 7pm, people who are 
“parenting their parents” or caring 
for an elderly loved one meet in 
the social room for conversation, 
mutual support, and information 
sharing. The Elder Care 

conversation Circle is facilitated by Susan Marteney and 
Jill Fandrich, and is open to the community.  
 

On January 28, the group will meet for general 
conversation and a recap of the holidays with our loved 
ones. The February meeting will be February 25, with 
discussion to be announced. If you have ideas for 
presenters you would like to invite, come prepared to 
offer suggestions at the January meeting.  

Holy Conversations  
Strategic Vision Update 

 

Your Holy Conversations team has been 
hard at work over the last two months, 
praying, discerning God's presence, 
discussing vocation, reading Parker 
Palmer's Let Y our Life Speak, and 
learning about strategic planning.  
 

In January, the team will revisit previous 
strategic planning work by studying and discussing 
Westminster's New Beginnings Study (2011) and 
Mission Study (2015). They will pray on the 
questions, "What did these studies accomplish that we 
can build on? What gaps remain?" The goal, in part, 
will be to assess what work has already been done, so 
that we aren't duplicating efforts but building on a 
foundation.  
 

In February, the team will map Westminster's history 
by studying 150 Y ears, a history of the church. Each 
team member will interview one long-time member of 
the church, asking, "When have you seen Westminster 
most excited and involved? When have you seen 
Westminster most challenged and divided? What has 
changed about Westminster over the years? What is 
essential to Westminster as a church? What would 
make long-time members leave the church?" Findings 
will be reported and discussed at the February 
meeting. 
 

The team will update the congregation and seek your 
feedback at Westminster's annual meeting on January 
26. You are encouraged to join us in reading the same 
materials and praying the same questions. Please seek 
out a team member (Shavonn Lynch, Kim Patch, 
Linda MacKay, Jim Cramer, Susan Marteney, Aja 
Hahn, Catherine Fessenden, Rev. Patrick Heery) to 
share your thoughts. We can't, and won't, do this 
without you. 
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Angels 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

Every Christmas, we hear a lot about angels. 
Gabriel tells Mary that she will give birth to 
the Son of God, angels come to Joseph and the 
magi in dreams, angels appear in the night sky 
to guide the shepherds. It makes you wonder, 
Are angels real? Some people are certain 

angels exist; others are skeptical. 
 

As for me, I don't know. 
 

I know that there are mysteries far beyond my 
comprehension. I am ever mindful of Shakespeare's 
Hamlet, when he says, "There are more things in heaven 
and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy." There are many times I have felt God 
guiding me, reassuring me of Ezra and Leo, loving me; 
maybe that was an angel. At the same time, I know that 
much of the Bible was never meant to be taken literally; 
it often speaks poetically and metaphorically in order to 
express deeper, ineffable truths. It invites our critical 
thinking. Is Scripture describing actual beings that exist 
as semi-divine intermediaries between God and 
humanity, or is Scripture using the trope of angels to tell 
us that God cares about us, is intimately connected to us, 
and inspires us? Or is it no more than a cultural 
inheritance from a pre-scientific society?  
 

But maybe we're asking the wrong question. Maybe the 
right question is: Why are angels important (to us, to 
Scripture, to the story of Christmas)? The Greek word 
angelos, from which we derive our English word angel, 
means "messenger." It is used in Scripture and many 
other writings to describe human messengers as well as 
transcendent ones. They communicate the words of God. 
 

Maybe angels are so important because we need to hear 
God, and that's not always easy to do. We need to know 
that we are not alone, that the divine is not isolated to 
the far corners of heaven but is here and now, 
communicating with us, giving us purpose, and most 
importantly loving us. And so we look for the 
messengers, the angels.  
 

In June 2019, at Auburn's first LGBTQ+ Pride Rally, I 
remembered to the crowd the moment when Fred Phelps 
and his band of hate-mongers protested the funeral of 
Matthew Shepard, a young gay man who was tied to a 
fence, beaten, and left to die an excruciating death, 
alone. Phelps came with signs and bull horns, 
condemning Matthew to hell, saying God hated 
Matthew (Phelps did the same thing at the funerals of 
military veterans and disaster victims). Matthew's 
friends were horrified. So they stayed up all night 
sewing giant angel wings. They strapped them to their 
backs and stood, side by side, in front of Phelps and his 
crew. They sang, and with their wings, they blocked out 
the hate. At the rally, I suggested that we are all called to  
be angels, to be messengers of God's love, to tell our 

neighbors in word and action that their lives matter.  
 

I look at you, the members of Westminster Presbyterian, 
and I see so many angels.  
 

I see a domestic violence victim being rehomed and 
loved to safety, in part because of you. I see hundreds  
of our neighbors receiving personal care items every 
month, from shampoo to toilet paper, items they can't 
purchase with SNAP. I see people with cancer, people 
undergoing surgery, and you're there, bringing them 
meals, driving them to doctor's visits, sitting with them 
for hours, holding their hands, praying for them, loving 
them. I see people in nursing homes and adult residential 
facilities receiving Communion and friendship every 
month. I see people with disabilities leading us in 
worship, teaching us, and how you are working so hard 
to make this a church for everyone. I see you fighting 
for the survival of our lake and the earth itself. I see you 
advocating racial and gender justice. I see 40 leaders 
from all over Auburn gathering at Westminster to unite 
in addressing food scarcity in the wake of the tragic 
closing of the First Love soup kitchen and pantry. I see 
the children you empower to dance, to play, to learn, in 
the presence of God's love and wisdom. I see busy 
people who gather every week to worship, to proclaim 
that we serve a higher purpose. I see the children who 
will have Christmas presents this year because of you.  
I see the Scouts from low-income families whose 
registrations, uniforms, and equipment you pay for. I  
see you hosting Auburn's first Interfaith LGBTQ+ Pride 
Service. I see all the countless ways you help people 
hear that God loves them and has a purpose for them. 
 

On second thought, I am certain: angels do exist. They 
exist in you. You are God's angels. 
 
 

Upcoming sermons 
 

Jan. 5: A special intergenerational Epiphany 
Readers Theater 

Jan. 12: " What's in a name?"  a Baptism of the Lord 
sermon about our true names 

Jan. 19: Guest preacher  for  Mar tin Luther  King J r . 
Day, Shavonn Lynch 

Jan. 26: " Where does faith star t?,"  a sermon about 
faith formation and evangelism 

Feb. 2: " Fools for  good,"  a Scout Sunday sermon 
about sanity in an insane world 

Feb. 9: " The hear t of God" , a sermon about 
contemplative prayer 

Feb. 16: Guest preacher , Kim Patch on domestic 
violence and breaking the silence 

Feb. 23: " Transfigured masculinity,"  a 
Transfiguration Sunday sermon about masculinity and 
violence 

A Safe Space to  
Seek Assistance 

by Kim Patch 

Let’s start with the cold, hard facts. According to the 
National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, 
more than 1 in 3 women and more than 1 in 4 men in the 
US have experienced intimate partner violence in their 
lifetime . . . and that is not including the unreported  
incidents. With these statistics it is imperative for the 
church to actively and vocally become an advocate for 
those who are suffering and those who have previously 
suffered the acts of domestic violence. It cannot be  
ignored that some of these victims, past and present, are 
sitting among us every Sunday morning. 
 
It is the responsibility of the church to break the silence, 
as violence of any kind is contrary to God’s intentions 
for humankind. In order to oppose hurtful power  
distributions, this church is putting a domestic violence 
policy in place. It will outline an appropriate response to 
domestic violence allegations that can be facilitated 
while affording dignity to the victim. Westminster  
believes it is the responsibility of the church to provide a 
safe and spiritually responsible response to victims of 
domestic violence, both from the community and from 
within the church.  
 
As a project for my last seminary field education class, I 
am helping Westminster to draft this policy in response 
to domestic violence. I am also assisting in building a 
strong relationship with Community Action Program’s 
domestic violence advocacy program. This will ensure 
responsible care of those who come to us when they are 
able to do so. We will be prepared to offer assistance 
when a victim reaches out to us. You will be hearing 
more about this policy and opportunities to assist the 
victims of domestic violence during the sermons and 
adult forums on the weeks of February 16 and 23. Until 
then, stay tuned for more information. 

Winter is here! 
On snowy Sundays, the 
hardworking and  
dedicated members of 
the Property Committee 
arrive at church by 8am 
to shovel the walks and 
steps, and plow the  
parking lots, making sure 
everyone has safe access 
to Sunday worship. If 

you have a strong back and a willing heart, please lend a 
hand to the Property Committee members on any snowy 
Sunday! Please also be mindful of the snow and ice 
which may slide from the slate roofs during the winter.  

 

Session highlights 
Much of the work of Session is done through individuals 
and committees who share their work in this newsletter, 
but here are other important matters in which Session 
has been and currently is actively engaged: 
 
Developed and approved the 2020 budget 
 
Continued to review a Domestic Violence Policy,  
presented by Kimberly Patch, to provide a safe and  
spiritually responsible response to victims of domestic 
violence, both from the community and from within the 
church. 
 
Heard a report from the newly formed Hunger Task 
Force to respond to the need for meals Monday through 
Friday in Auburn, in the wake of the closing of the First 
Love Soup Kitchen, and considered how Westminster 
Church will be involved.  
 
Held Officer Training on November 17 for current and 
incoming officers.  
 
Examined and approved the new officers for installation 
and/or ordination as elders and deacons.  
 
Discussed plans for use of the income of the Near Trust, 
which is restricted by the will of Doris Bierer to be used 
only towards pastor’s compensation and maintenance of 
the physical plant. Agreed to use a portion of the trust 
income toward the organ renovation project, with the 
rest of the work funded by grants and congregational 
support through a capital campaign.  
 
Approved a building use request from the Adoptive and 
Foster Family Coalition of NY to hold workshops at 
Westminster.  
 
Agreed to put the Membership and Evangelism  
Committee on hiatus temporarily due to lack of  
leadership.  

  



 January Loose Change  
Supports Youth Musicians 

 

Perform 4 Purpose 
(P4P), a local  
non-profit that  
engages over forty 
young musicians 
from all over the 
county in musical  
performances that 

help raise funds for community causes, is the recipient of 
loose change offerings in January 2020. While they have 
helped raise over $800,000 in the last 10 years with their 
performances, participation in the program is free for 
youth and they rely on donations for their equipment and 
stage needs. They also use donations for scholarships 
and tuition assistance for youth in need for certain paid 
programming, such as summer music camp and  
Exchange Street Records songwriter and performer 
camp. For 2020 specifically, they are looking to expand 
their horn section program for which they need to  
purchase instruments for children and pay for lesson 
scholarships. Visit Visit perform4purpose.org for more 
information. 
 

A selection of Perform4Purpose musicians and their 
mentor and leader, Jim VanArsdale, will be  
performing the songs Hallelujah and I Can See Clearly 
Now at Westminster Presbyterian Church during the  
service on Sunday, January 12, 2020. P4P will also offer 
a Minute for Mission that day to let us know about their 
plans for 2020.  

February Loose Change 
Westminster's February loose 
change offering will support 
Cub Scout Pack 40 and Scout 
Troop 43. Westminster has 
been a proud supporter of 
these children for several 
years now, as they explore 
nature, learn life skills, build 
friendships, serve the community, foster faith, and  
develop positive identities. Most of these Scouts come 
from low-income families, who sometimes have to 
choose between medicine, food, or rent. Many also have 
disabilities. For some, Scouting is their only safe, loving 
community. This year, the national  
organization has raised dues substantially, and many 
families cannot afford them. The February loose change 
will help pay those fees (families will still be expected to 
contribute a portion of the fee). Our goal is $1,750. For 
every dollar that the congregation gives both REACH 
and the Mission Committee will match that dollar. 
Thanks to you, many Scouts, living in walking distance 
of the church, can continue Scouting. 

Adult Forums 
 

Faith formation is a lifelong endeavor. Westminster  
offers adult education on a variety of topics during the 
education hour following worship and fellowship time in 
the social room. Pull up a chair at 11am on the following 
Sundays.  

January 5: Degreening of the Church 

Help take down the Advent and Christmas greens, and 
pack them away for next year.  

January 12: Senior  Nutr ition 

Kim Dungey will provide information about senior  
nutrition programs around Cayuga County, and how  
volunteers are crucial to providing healthy meals to area 
seniors.  

January 19: Afr ican American Traditions in  
Worship 

Shavonn Lynch and Rhoda Overstreet-Wilson will help 
us understand worship styles in the African American 
tradition, including how a worship service unfolds, why, 
and how to participate.  

January 26: Annual Meeting 

The church’s annual meeting will be held during the  
Education Hour in the social room.  

February 2: Scout Sunday 

No forum due to this special Sunday service.  

February 9: Updates 

This forum will allow us time for updates on Holy  
Conversations, the organ renovation plans, Becoming a 
Matthew 25 Church, and more.  

February 16: Living Willow Project  

Bonnie Gale and Erin Humphreys will tell us about the 
exciting new Living Willow project plans for the Auburn 
Permaculture Park.  

February 23: Foster ing Diversity 

Bill Berry will be the guest presenter on how we can  
foster diversity as a community.  

  

Contemplative hikes  
January 25 & February 22 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  
 

There is great meaning to be found in experiencing 
God's creation in all four seasons, so don't let the 
wintry weather deter you. There is no peace on earth 
quite like the quiet of a snow-covered forest. Do note, 
however, that for winter, we will shift our hikes to the 
afternoon, from 1-3pm. 

 

On Saturday, January 25, from  
1 to 3 pm, we will take a special 
prayer walk at the lovely, and 
mostly flat, nature trail behind 
Cayuga Community College in 
Auburn. We had to cancel our 
December walk there due to 

weather, so we're going to try again! During this walk, 
we will stop periodically, practice mindfulness of 
God's presence, and pray for the new life that begins 
this year. 
 

On Saturday, February 22, 
from 1 to 3 pm, we will hike at 
Montezuma Wildlife Refuge, 
taking advantage of the 
excellent opportunity to see 
white-tailed deer, fox, small 
mammals and resident birds 
such as woodpeckers, 
nuthatches, cardinals, and chickadees. The refuge is 
about 20 minutes from Auburn. 
 

Both hikes will be easy to easy to moderate, though 
heavy snowfall may make them more challenging. 
RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

The 45th Annual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Citywide Celebration 

Every year, the people of Auburn 
come together for a citywide 
celebration of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s ongoing vision and 
legacy of a beloved community, 
bound in love, freedom, and justice. 
It's a beautiful moment. It's what the 

church strives to be, and should be: all people, of all 
races and denominations and economic strata, gathered 
in common purpose, as they worship God and serve 
their community. Don't miss this wonderful event on 
Sunday, January 19! Location and time to be 
announced later. 

Wednesday Noon Study: 
Women, Gender Constructs, and the 
Divine Feminine in the Bible 

Our much beloved Wednesday 
Noon Study group, led by 
Patrick, takes a break for the 
holidays and resumes January 8, 
when the group will conclude its 
study of prayer, with part two of 
its discussion of contemplative 
prayer. Beginning January 15, 

and concluding February 19, the group will learn about 
women in the Bible, competing biblical understandings 
and constructs of gender (including the formation of 
both patriarchy and what we would now call 
"feminism"), and feminine imagery and language used 
for God in Scripture. We will reflect on how these 
stories and images shape our faith, church, and 
understanding of self.  
 

We will meet in the conference room of the Education 
Building on Wednesdays at noon. Feel free to bring a 
lunch! Remember that there will be no class on 
February 26 due to Ash Wednesday and its evening 
service and meal.  

MLK Millennium Luncheon 

The Auburn/Cayuga Branch of the NAACP invites 
members of Westminster to its annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Millennium Luncheon on January 24, 
at noon, at the Sunset Restaurant. Awards will be 
presented, good food will be enjoyed, and the 
community will be strengthened in King's dream of a 
people unified in love and justice. The cost of the 
lunch is $25 per person. To purchase tickets, call the 
secretary, Holly Jones at (315) 237-8711 or email us at 
unit2128@aol.com, or you can purchase tickets at the 
door. Westminster is a proud lifetime member of the 
NAACP and hosts its board meetings. Rev. Patrick 
Heery and candidate for ordination Shavonn Lynch 
both serve on its board; Patrick is its religious chair, 
and Shavonn is its treasurer.    

Per Capita 
It’s that time of year again. “Per Capita” is the amount 
($39) Westminster sends to Presbytery for every 
member on its rolls. This contribution supports the 
work of the larger church at Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly levels. Members are asked to make 
a special contribution of $39 for each person in your 
family who is a member of the church in order to 
offset this expense in the church’s budget. Remember 
that the church is assessed for all members on the rolls, 
including confirmed youth, college students, young 
adults, out-of-towners, and shut-ins. Those of you with 
envelopes will find a special envelope for “Per 
Capita.” 

http://www.perform4purpose.org/
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331
mailto:unit2128@aol.com


Annual Reports  

The annual reports from all committee moderators and 
staff are due to Melanie in the church office via email at 
office@westminsterauburn.org  by 5pm Monday, 
January 6, 2020. The annual report takes a lot of time to 
put together, and needs to be distributed to the 
congregation the week before the annual meeting; 
therefore, please be considerate and respect the 
deadline.    

Epiphany 
Epiphany falls on the 12th day  
of Christmas, and traditionally 
celebrates the arrival of the 
magi (also called the Wise Men 
or the Three Kings) to visit the 
child Jesus and recognize him as 
the new King. In worship on January 5, we will have 
three kings process down the aisle bearing gifts as we 
sing the favorite Epiphany carol “We Three Kings of 
Orient Are,” and the story will be presented in a 
“Reader’s Theater” format. 

 

"Chalking the Door" is an Epiphany 
tradition for churches and homes. 
Using chalk, the new year and the 
letters C,M,B (which stand for the 
names of the Wise Men, Caspar, 
Malchior, and Balthazar) are written 
on the door frame as a way to bless 

all the visitors who will cross through the door during 
the coming year. We will be chalking the door to the 
church with 20-C-M-B-20 on Epiphany Sunday. As you 
leave worship, you are invited to take home a piece of 
chalk and a copy of the house blessing to "chalk the 
door" of your home too. 
 

Ordination & Installation of 
New Officers January 12  

 

On January 12, we celebrate the 
“Baptism of our Lord,” remembering 
John’s baptism of Jesus, setting him 
apart and commissioning him for 
special service. Jesus’ baptism marked 
the beginning of his public ministry, 
making it appropriate that we ordain 
and install the elders and deacons who 
are called to special ministries within 
our church on this Sunday.   

Westminster will ordain and install Ernie DeCaro as 
Deacon and Thomas Fessenden as Elder through the 
laying-on of hands. Judi Dorsey, Anne Malvaso, 
and  Judy Santillo will be installed as Deacons, and 
Donna Hunt, Roger Dilmore, and Christina Thornton 
will be installed as Elders.  Thank you to these 
committed folks for answering the call! 

Annual Meeting January 26  
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Auburn, will be held 
in the Social Room on Sunday, January 26, at 10:30am 
immediately following worship. The purpose of this 
meeting is to review the annual reports of the boards, 
committees and staff of the church, review the 2019 
financial reports and the 2020 budget, vote on the 
changes in the terms of the pastor’s call, and conduct 
any other business which might come before the 
congregation.                    Jill Fandrich, Clerk of Session  

Scout Sunday  
Many of Westminster’s children are 
involved in Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and 
Girl Scouts. This is the fourth year we 
celebrate Scout Sunday, which is 
traditionally held on the Sunday before 
February 8 (Scouting Anniversary 
Day).  We are inviting our church’s scouts, 
as well as members of their respective 

troops, to participate in Scout Sunday on February 2. 
Scouts, in uniform, will participate in various parts of 
the service. 

Souper Bowl 

Souper Bowl of Caring is a national 
movement of young people working to 
fight hunger and poverty in their own 
communities on Super Bowl Sunday, 
by taking a collection in soup pots. 
They give 100% of their donation 
directly to the local hunger-relief 
charity of their choice. Westminster 
youth have designated Calvary Food 
Pantry as the recipient of their 
collections. On February 2, they will be 
at the back doors of the sanctuary 
following worship to collect the Souper Bowl of Caring 
offering. Please give generously to help tackle hunger in 
Auburn. 

Ash Wednesday   
On February 26, Westminster 
Church will observe Ash 
Wednesday with a soup supper in 
the Social Room at 6pm, followed 
by a communion service in the 
sanctuary at 7pm. In addition to 
observing communion by 
intinction, Pastor Patrick will mark 
the hand or forehead of each 

worshipper saying the words, “You are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” The ashes remind us of our mortality, 
and, because the mark is in the shape of a cross, of the 
hope we have in Christ. Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of the season of Lent.   

Giving Tree Thank You 
Our Church congregation 
has once again been most 
generous in helping make 
Christmas a joyous time of 
the year for this year's 
Giving Tree families. 
The Memorial Chapel was 
overflowing with brightly 

wrapped gifts, donations of gently used toys and warm 
clothing and many extra gifts of personal care type 
items.  In addition to the individual tag requests, each 
family received a generous gift card for grocery 
shopping from the designated loose plate offering.  God 
bless all who purchased a gift tag item or contributed to 
the loose plate offering and may the Spirit of Christmas 
fill your hearts through the coming New Year. 
 

Many Thanks from the 
Early Intervention Team 
by Tracy Blair 
Thank you very much for your generosity toward some 
of our Early Intervention families! It makes a 
sometimes tough holiday season a little bit brighter.  
We strive to give our families as many supports as 
possible and it is nice to share that outreach with 
Westminster.  We wish you a wonderful holiday season 
and many blessings in the year to come! 
 

Westminster Book Group 
The Westminster Book Group meets on 
the third Thursday of each month at 
7pm. Here is the schedule for the first 
half of 2020.  
 

January , February, March, April, 
2020: Leadership in Turbulent Times by 
Doris Kearns Goodwin, single chapter 
on each of four nights, led by Tony 
Gero 
 

January 16, 2020:  Foreward then Part III: The Leader 
and the Times How They Led: Chapter Eleven: 
Turnaround Leadership: Franklin Roosevelt and the 
Hundred Days. 
 

February 20, 2020: Visionary Leadership: Lyndon 
Johnson and Civil Rights 
 

March 19, 2020: Transformation Leadership: 
Abraham Lincoln and Emancipation Proclamation 
 

April 16, 2020: Cr isis Management: Theodore 
Roosevelt and the Coal Strike 
 

On May 21, 2020, the group will discuss The Island of 
Sea Women by Lisa See, with Linda Russell leading 
discussion.  
 

Cold winter nights are great times to cuddle up with a 
book!  

 

The Children's  
Worship Center 

Following the Christmas 
season children will begin 
hearing stories about Jesus, 
starting with "The Boy 
Jesus in the Temple", 
"Jesus is Baptized", and 
"Jesus in the Wilderness”. 
They 

will learn the parable of "The 
Mustard Seed", "The Great Pearl", 
"The Sower", "The Good 
Samaritan", and "The Great 
Banquet".  January 19th and 
February 16th mark the third 
Sundays when children and families 
are invited to stay for an extended hour of fellowship 
and activities.   

College Scholarships 

The committee has set April 1, 
2020 as the deadline to submit 
an application to receive a 
scholarship from the Douglas 
J. Gilchrist Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.  The 
applications and guidelines for 

applicants can be found on the Westminster Church 
website or they may be picked up in the church 
office.  Please note that first year applicants need to 
submit letters of recommendation with their 
applications. 

Refresh 
Refresh women’s group 
will continue meeting on 
the 3rd Saturday of the 
month. The January 18 
meet up will be an 
invitation to join the 
larger Auburn 
community of women at 
a free Women’s Retreat 
taking place at Auburn Alliance Church. This event will 
be from 8am-2pm (bring your own lunch) and will 
include music, worship, small group discussions, and 
several guest speakers. See Aja Hahn for more 
information.  
 

The February Refresh meeting will take place on 
February 15 in the social room of Westminster Church 
at 10am, and continue the study about women of the 
New Testament. Women of all ages, beliefs, and 
experiences are welcome to join. We look forward to 
refreshing our souls with you! 
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