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W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, 
and economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We 
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Thank you Christmas Elves 
 

Twenty two people (14  
children and 8 adults) in 
five families had a  
wonderful Christmas this 
past year because of the 
generosity of everyone at 
Westminster.  
 
 

The two service  
coordinators from the  

Cayuga County Early Intervention Program were 
amazed at the number of gifts they picked up on  
December 17. Tracy and Jodi were happy to play  
Santa Claus for us. 
 

I personally want to thank 
all the elves who selected a 
tag from our Giving Tree 
and purchased such  
fantastic gifts. 
 

Hope all of you had a Merry 
Christmas with family and 
friends and your New Year is full of God's Blessings.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                Carolyn Hiza 

Worship Center 
by Noel Lardeo 
 

Happy New Year!  
December was a 
bright time in the 
Worship Center as we 
celebrated the birth of 
our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Thank you to 
the children and  
parents who helped make decorations for the  
Salvation Army dinner.  
 

On January 20, children and families are invited to 
stay during the 11 o’clock hour for a time of fun,  
fellowship, and service as we make cards for our 
church shut-ins.  
 

Going into January we will hear the stories of The Boy 
Jesus In The Temple, Jesus Is Baptized, and Jesus In 
The Wilderness. We will then hear the parables of The  
Mustard Seed, The Leaven, The Great Pearl, The  
Sewer, and The Good Samaritan.  
 

Greeters are needed. Please sign up on the sheet inside 
the classroom beside the door.  

Elder Care  
Conversation Circle 
 

Every month, on the last Tuesday at 
7pm, people who are “parenting their 
parents” or caring for an elderly loved 
one meet in the social room for conversation, mutual 
support, and information sharing. The Elder Care 
Conversation Circle is facilitated by Susan Marteney 
and Jill Fandrich, and is open to the community.  
 

On January 29, the group will welcome Deb Riester of 
Cayuga Seneca Action Agency, who will present a 
workshop on “Self Care for Caregivers.” This should 
be a very helpful presentation for those who are 
exhausted and overwhelmed by caring for aging loved 
ones in addition to other responsibilities of jobs, 
children, and grandchildren. On February 26, the 
group will meet for general conversation and updates. 
A number of group members are reading the book 
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande, and will join the 
Westminster Book Group to discuss it on April 25. 

Looking Ahead with the  
Book Group 
 

The Westminster Book Group will not meet in January 
and February, but is announcing the following books 
for March and April so folks can read ahead:    

March 21: Seeking a Better Country, a history of the 
Presbyterian church in the United States by D.G. Hart 
and John R. Muether. Ann Wiley and Tony Gero will 
lead the discussion. See Ann to borrow a copy of the 
book.  

April 25: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande. Seymour 
Library and the Finger Lakes Library System have 
multiple copies of this book about end of life care and 
options, what is and what could be.  

Thanks to Outgoing Officers  

A special thank you 
to the following 
members who 
completed their 
terms of service on 
the Session and 
Board of Deacons  
in 2018:  

Elders:  
Linda MacKay and Audrey McNally 

Deacons: Bruce Blodgett, Jim Burlingame, Jim Cramer, 
Shavonn Lynch 

Westminster is grateful for these talented, committed 
people who served as leaders at Westminster, sharing 
their time and talents to serve God so faithfully. Thank 
you!   

Ordination & Installation of 
New Officers January 13  
On January 13,  we celebrate the “Baptism of our 
Lord,” remembering John’s baptism of Jesus, setting 
him apart and commissioning him for special service. 
Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his public 
ministry, making it appropriate that we ordain and 
install the elders and deacons who are called to special 
ministries within our church on this Sunday. 
 

Westminster will ordain and install Michael Hahn, Beth 
Loomis, Sara Davenport, and Tom Fetterman as 
Deacons through the laying-on of hands.  Susan 
Marteney, Robyn Warn, Rob Schemerhorn, and Ann 
Wiley will be installed as Elders.   
 

Thank you to these committed folks for answering the 
call! 
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Choosing to bless God 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

 

One of my spiritual disciplines is 
keeping a gratitude journal. I'm not 
always good about it, but when I am, 
it's life-giving. Each night, I write 
down all the things from that day for 
which I am grateful. It could be a kind 
word, or a minute extra to linger in 
bed, or an opportunity to care for 
someone hurting, or a warm walk with 
my wife, or a smile from Emerson. I 
say thanks to God.  

 

It's not that the bad stuff goes away; it's that, in naming 
the good stuff, I find greater strength to combat the 
disappointments and frustrations of life. In blessing God, 
I oddly find myself blessed in turn.  
 

The psalmist sings, "All your works shall give thanks to 
you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you. They 
shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of 
your power, to make known to all people your mighty 
deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom... The 
Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who 
are bowed down" (145:10-12, 14). 
 

To bless God is to thank God, to praise God, to grant 
God our time, our heart, even our need.  
 

As we come into a new year, let us take time to bless 
God. Last year brought plenty of sorrows and struggles: 
deaths, illnesses, job losses, family challenges, 
heartbreaking diagnoses, poverty, burn out. And that's 
just within our church life; the world has its own share of 
turmoil. Nothing can invalidate the pain of these 
struggles. But by taking the time to notice the good, the 
beautiful, we can be like the Israelites in the Book of 
Exodus, finding manna in the desert, enough to go on 
another day, to trust another day, to hold on to the vision 
of what God has promised us. These words of gratitude 
are reminders that the world is never quite as dark as we 
fear it, and that God is indeed with us.  
 

I am thankful for you. For a congregation that shows 
welcome and love even when it's hard. For devoted 
leaders who give their time and intelligence every day. 
For new ideas and the courage to follow them, including 
the launch of our new children's and youth ministry 
REACH. For prayerful hikes in the woods, and 
challenging Bible studies, and shared meals, and a choir 
that invites us into the presence of God every beautiful 
Sunday. Oh yes, I am thankful for all that, and more. 
 

I am thankful for disciples who feed the hungry at the 
Salvation Army, who embrace the stranger in refugees 
and immigrants, who visit the incarcerated in Auburn, 
who share warm coats and personal care items with the 
needy, and who each month bring Communion and love 

to our members in nursing homes and hospitals. I am 
thankful for the care and support given to my family as 
we welcome our greatest blessing, Emerson. I am 
thankful for Auburn's only open and affirming Christian 
church, embracing and celebrating the diversity of 
humankind, including our LGBTQ brothers and sisters. I 
am thankful for financial gifts that have helped preserve 
the future of Westminster, and the astonishing humility 
to do it quietly. I am thankful for the staff, and the 
Property Committee, and all those who labor behind 
scenes to sustain this house of God (and without whom 
we would all be at a loss). I am thankful for small signs 
of growth, for new members, for a heap of happy 
children on Sundays, but also for the ways in which we 
accompany home those who have labored long and are 
returning to God.  
 

I am thankful for the tears you have shed with me as we 
prayed together, for the feel of your hand in mine, for the 
ways you have awakened me to God, for the stories and 
heartbreaks and dreams you have entrusted to your 
church. I am thankful, because you are with me, and God 
is with us all.  
 

What are you thankful for? What is your manna today, 
your living bread, your breath enough? 

Upcoming sermons 

Jan. 9: " Outsiders becoming insiders,"  an Epiphany 
sermon, asking, Who are the magi? 

Jan. 13: " Why was Jesus baptized?"  a Baptism of the 
Lord sermon 

Jan. 20: Guest preacher , Rev. Janet Newman  

Jan. 27: " Interdependent,"  a sermon about the body 
of Christ 

Feb. 3: " You are so much more,"  a Scout Sunday 
sermon about discovering our worth 

Feb. 10: Guest preacher , Shavonn Lynch, 
communion 

Feb. 17: " Dangerous gospel,"  a sermon about the 
costs and rewards of discipleship 

Feb. 24: " A survival guide for  love,"  a sermon about 
love of enemies 

Christmas Surprise in Uganda 

“Oh, oh, oh, the Mission  
Committee and our  
Westminster family are going to 
sponsor Solomon!  Oh, God is 
great!  This is a real Christmas 
surprise!  Unbelievable but true 
surprise!” 

Our Ugandan daughter, Agnes, 
wrote this message after 
receiving a special Christmas 
gift from Westminster  
Presbyterian Church.  Since her 

nephew Tony, whom we sponsored through middle and 
high school, graduated last year, the Mission Committee 
decided to sponsor an additional member of the family – 
ten-year-old Solomon.  Agnes has been managing to 
pay Solomon’s tuition through the small profits from 
her kitchen ware shop, but it has been a burden on her, 
especially since Uganda has raised taxes on  small  
businesses such as hers.  Solomon and his 8-year-old 
brother Darius live with Agnes in Kampala, and the 
church began to sponsor Darius in school this year.  
Now that Westminster has agreed to sponsor both  
brothers, Agnes will have a much better opportunity to 
build her business and ensure her family’s future.   

As an additional Christmas gift, the Mission/
Stewardship Committee sent $250 to Agnes for support 
of her shop, and she responded with surprise and  
delight: “I am going to be able to add more stock!  More 
life in my business! May God bless the Mission  
Committee for their generosity.  I am so grateful!  Long 
live, long live my Westminster family!” 

In closing her message, Agnes wrote: “On my behalf 
and on behalf of the boys, I thank the Westminster  
family for the gifts.  Thank you very, very much.  I will 
tell Solomon to write to Westminster Church thanking 
all of you for helping him and Darius. Be blessed  
abundantly, for your special parental care and love  
toward your Ugandan family.  God is great.   
The Almighty God reigns.” 

Per Capita 
 

It’s that time of year again.  “Per Capita” is the amount 
($39) Westminster sends to Presbytery for every  
member on its rolls. This contribution supports the work 
of the larger church at Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly levels. Members are asked to make a special 
contribution of $39 for each person in your family who 
is a member of the church in order to offset this expense 
in the church’s budget. Remember that the church is 
assessed for all members on the rolls, including  
confirmed youth, college students, young adults,  
out-of-towners, and shut-ins. Those of you with  
envelopes will find a special envelope for “Per Capita.” 

Annual Reports  
 

The annual reports from all  
committee moderators are due to 
Melanie in the church office via 
email at  
office@westminsterauburn.org   
by 5pm Wednesday, January 2, 2018. The annual report 
takes a lot of time to put  
together, and needs to be distributed to the congregation 
the week before the annual meeting; therefore, please be 
considerate and respect the deadline.    

Annual Meeting January 27 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Auburn, will be 
held in the Social Room on Sunday, January 27, at 
10:30am immediately following worship. The purpose 
of this meeting is to review the annual reports of the 
boards, committees and staff of the church, review the 
2018 financial reports and the 2019 budget, vote on the 
changes in the terms of the pastor’s call, and conduct 
any other business which might come before the  
congregation.                   Jill Fandrich, Clerk of Session  

Congregational Meeting  
about Organ 

For more than 
two years,  
Westminster's 
Organ Work 
Team has  
researched and  
discussed options 
for our beloved 
Skinner organ, 
which is almost 
100 years old and 
in need of extensive repairs. On January 13, following 
worship, that work team and the Session will present the 
findings of their research and share their  
recommendations. The entire congregation is invited to 
participate in this vital dialogue about the future of our 
worship and music together. Your input is necessary 
before any decision can be made; we want to hear your 
ideas, hopes, worries, and questions. Options under  
exploration include, but may not be limited to,  
(1) an expensive but long-term restoration of the organ, 
(2) cheaper, incremental repairs, or (3) the eventual 
choice of an alternative musical instrument. Information 
will be presented on the pros and cons of each of these 
options. We will also hear about the history and value of 
our current organ, mission opportunities and priorities, 
as well as possible grants, capital campaigns, and other 
sources of funding. This will be a time of prayer, open 
discussion, and transparent, inclusive input gathering. 
We hope you will join us!  
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Game Night 
Game Night is on the move! On  
January 25 Westminster is  
hosting Game Night at Genesee 
Elementary School from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Come play 
some of your favorite games, eat pizza and enjoy some 
fellowship. Volunteers needed for setup, cleanup and 
game playing. If interested contact Chris Patch at  
315-664-0872 or by email ChrisPatchTMT@gmail.com. 

Thursday Night Small Group 
In this adult small group, we will meet together to  
discuss scripture and life, share some snacks and great  
conversation as we grow together. The group will meet 
for 3 weeks to study and discuss diversity and  
inclusiveness in the Church. Topics will include  
poverty, ethnicity, and sexuality. Each week is a  
stand-alone topic so you are invited to attend one, two  
or all of the groups. The time is 6:00pm-7:30pm on  
Thursday February 7, 21 and 28. For more information 
contact Chris Patch at 315-664-0872 or by email  
ChrisPatchTMT@gmail.com. 

Westminster Culinary Kids 
Westminster will be offering a 
Saturday morning cooking 
class for kids 7 to 11 years 
old. They’ll learn the basics of 
knife skills, cooking and  
baking techniques, and  

organizing prep work. The class will cover fundamental 
kitchen skills, focusing on measuring, mixing, working 
cleanly and safely in the kitchen, and exploring cooking 
techniques, while following breakfast recipes geared for 
their age group. The cost is $10 per child to cover  
materials and to support REACH programs. Time and 
date to be determined based on interest. For more  
information contact Chris Patch at 315-664-0872 or by 
email ChrisPatchTMT@gmail.com. 

Westminster REACH  
Facebook Group 
Chris Patch has created a Facebook group page for 
Westminster REACH. This is a page which is not  
publicly viewable; it is only accessible to the page's 
members which are approved by Chris. It is intended for 
Westminster members and families to use for updates 
about education programs and to communicate with 
each other. Chris has been posting links to Sunday 
School resources, like videos or songs or learning pages, 
and information for families to stay involved with what's 
happening in Christian Education. It's fun and a great 
way to stay connected throughout the week. The goal is 
for the page to grow and become a means for  
conversations and discussions, as well as idea sharing. 
Search for "Westminster REACH" on Facebook, and 
ask permission to join. 

Korean Church of  
Syracuse's Refugee ministry: 
Boaz Project    

Westminster 
Church has 
been a loyal 
supporter of the 
Boaz Project at 
the Korean 
Church of  
Syracuse, for 
which the 
church says, "A 
big thank you 
to Linda  
Russell and the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church for their 10-plus years 
of continued support." The Boaz Project is an outreach 
ministry for refugees in the Syracuse area -- to feed the 
hungry, clothe the needy, love the rejected, give hope to 
the hopeless. Now in its 12th year, the Boaz Project has 
spread the Gospel through computer classes and English 
classes to more than 1,300 refugees from 40 different 
countries, many with Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist  
backgrounds.    

Last fall, the 32 refugee students from Afghanistan,  
Haiti, Congo, Burundi, Kenya and Somalia studied  
Genesis 1:1. Every Tuesday, the student are transported 
to the Korean Church of Syracuse, which is a short drive 
from Lodi Street, the main resettlement area for refugees 
in Syracuse. Each student is paired with a teaching  
assistant, who not only helps the student understand the 
class materials, but serves as a mentor and friend  
allowing the students to feel comfortable and receptive.   

With under 200 church members and a tight budget, the 
Korean Church could not do this work alone. "We  
welcome all who want to join us in carrying out God's 
Great Commission," the church says.  

College Scholarships 
 

The committee has set 
April 1, 2019 as the 
deadline to submit an 
application to receive 
a scholarship from the 
Douglas J. Gilchrist  
Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. The  
applications and 

guidelines for applicants can be found on the  
Westminster Church website or they may be picked up 
in the church office. Please note that first year applicants 
need to submit letters of recommendation with their  
applications. 

Contemplative hikes  
January 26 & February 23 

Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  
 
There is great meaning to be found in experiencing 
God's creation in all four seasons, so don't let the 
wintry weather deter you. There is no peace on earth 
quite like the quiet of a snow-covered forest. 
Remember Thoreau, who said, "Why do you flee so 
soon, sir, to the theaters, lecture-rooms, and museums 
of the city? If you will stay here awhile I will promise 
you strange sights. You shall walk on water; all these 
brooks and rivers and ponds shall be your highway. 
You shall see the whole earth covered a foot or more 
deep with purest white crystals . . . and all the trees and 
stubble glittering in icy armor." 
 

Do note, however, that for winter, we will shift our 
hikes to the afternoon, from 1-3pm. 

 
On Saturday, 
January 27, from  
1 to 3 pm, we will 
hike at Beaver Lake 
Nature Center  
(8477 East Mud 
Lake Road, 
Baldwinsville, NY 
13027). It's about a 
40 minute drive 

from Auburn. This is a flat and easy hike, perfect for 
winter. If there's no snow, we'll take the Lake Loop; if 
there is snow, we'll walk several shorter trails 
including Pine Meadow, Lakeview, and Hemlock 
Hollow. Please note the $5 car entrance fee.  
 
On Saturday, 
February 24, from 
1 to 3 pm, we will 
hike at Montezuma 
Wildlife Refuge, 
taking advantage 
of the excellent 
opportunity to see 
white-tailed deer, 
fox, small 
mammals and resident birds such as woodpeckers, 
nuthatches, cardinals, and chickadees. The refuge is 
about 20 minutes from Auburn. 
 
Both hikes will be easy to moderate in difficulty, 
though heavy snowfall may make them much more 
challenging. RSVP is required. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

Worship Retreat: Finding 
God's Voice 

Join Pastor Patrick and seminary student Shavonn 
Lynch on Saturday, March 30, 10 am - 2 pm, at 
Westminster, for a dynamic spiritual retreat and 
practical training, designed to help us reconnect with 
the heart of worship, as we listen for God's voice in 
our own voices. Drawing upon our collective 
experiences and insights, we will reflect on what 
makes worship meaningful, inspiring, and Spirit-led. 
With Patrick's help, participants will discover new 
gifts and confidence for worship leadership, Scripture 
reading, and preaching. This will be especially helpful 
for our liturgists. But the experience will also deepen 
our capacity to participate in life-giving, God-centered 
worship, and to envision such worship for 
Westminster. Lunch will be served. Please RSVP to 
Patrick. 

Wednesday Noon Study: 
Praying with art 

Frederick Buechner, a Presbyterian author and pastor, 
once wrote about the need to see with "the eyes of the 
heart" -- that is, to see the beauty and promises of God 
that lie beyond hopelessness, despair, and decay. In 
preparation for Lent, the Wednesday Noon Study will 
devote January and February to the spiritual discipline 
of visio divina, which means "divine seeing." Similar 
to that of the Benedictine practice lectio divina 
("divine reading"), where a word or phrase of Scripture 
is pondered, visio divina uses an image instead as the 
focus for meditation. Accompanying each photograph 
or work of art will be a guided meditation to help us 
slow down and see with our hearts. Reflections based 
on the Psalms will prompt discussion and 
conversation. It is our hope that, as we prepare for 
Lent, we will be awakened to a new awareness of 
God's beauty and presence.   
 

We will meet in the conference room of the Education 
Building on Wednesdays at noon. Class will begin 
January 9 and conclude on February 27, with no class 
on January 16. Feel free to bring a lunch!  
 
If you're interested, please contact Patrick at 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org or call the church at 
315-253-3331 so that he can add you to the email list. 
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The 44th Annual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Citywide Celebration 

Sunday, January 20, at 3 pm, at Auburn United 
Methodist Church  

 

This year's 
historic 
celebration 
will be rooted 
in the historic 
African 
American 
spiritual “We 
Shall 
Overcome”—
a protest 
hymn of faith 

and endurance that grew in popularity during the Civil 
Rights Movement and inspires still today. Penned by the 
Rev. Charles Albert Tindley, the song appeared with the 
epigraph, “Ye shall overcome if ye faint not,” derived 
from Galatians 6:9: “And let us not be weary in well 
doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not” (KJV). Auburn’s celebration will offer hope, 
strength, and renewal for all beleaguered and weary 
servants of good. This year, let us hear again the call to 
overcome; the summons to unite and stand strong, 
rooted in the God who has heard his people cry and 
proclaimed freedom for all. 
 

The inspiring service, bringing together people of all 
races and denominations, will take place at Auburn 
United Methodist Church (99 South Street). Preaching 
will be the Rev. Joshua Czyz, pastor of Lakes Church. 
Musical selections will be offered by the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Choir, directed by 
Rhoda Overstreet-Wilson. Pastor Patrick serves on the 
organizing committee for the service.  
 

Haiti Mission Trip:  
You're Invited 

You are invited to join our presbytery's Haiti 
Educational Mission Partnership in its sixth mission trip 
to Haiti, March 31-April 4, 2019. Highlights include 
visits to HEMP's school lunch program, adult literacy 
class, and preschool and primary schools; conversations 
with 14 scholarship students; the creation of a school 
garden; new relationships with our Haitian partners; and 
a chance to share teaching methods and materials. The 
cost is approximately $1,000; however, you are invited 
to apply for a grant through our Mission Committee. For 
more information: Georgette Schmidt, 
gschmidt@twcny.rr.com, 315-446-1176. Let Pastor 
Patrick know if you're interested.  

Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative: Open House and 
Workshop 

Please join us for an Open House 
and Public Workshop focused on 
Auburn’s Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative (DRI) and its $10 million 
in available grants, on Tuesday, 
January 8th. Both events will be held 

at the Booker T. Washington Community Center located 
at 23 Chapman Avenue in Auburn. The Open House 
will occur between 5PM and 6:30PM, and you are 
welcome to stop by anytime to learn about Auburn’s 
DRI, discuss project proposals of your own, and share 
your ideas for improving downtown Auburn. The Public 
Workshop will begin at 6:30PM with a brief 
presentation introducing the DRI program. Following 
the presentation, you will be invited to work in small 
groups with your fellow community members to 
collaboratively work on proposals and identify ways to 
improve downtown Auburn to ensure the city is a safe, 
inviting place for all. Children are welcome at both 
events, and pizza and refreshments will be served at the 
Public Workshop. Pastor Patrick serves on the Local 
Planning Committee and the organizing team behind 
this workshop.  

Poverty Simulation  
on February 9 
 

To help raise awareness about poverty issues and the 
needs of low-income individuals and families in our 
community, Westminster Presbyterian Church is 
partnering with All Auburn Churches and the Cayuga/
Seneca Community Action Agency to offer a  
life-changing experience called the Poverty Simulation. 
It will take place on Saturday, February 9, at Booker T. 
Washington Community Center (23 Chapman Avenue). 
Registration begins at 8:30 am; program begins at 9 am 
and concludes at noon. 
 

Poverty Simulations provide participants with the 
opportunity to assume the role of a low-income family 
member living on a limited budget. The experience is 
divided into four 15-minute sessions, each of which 
represents one week in which participants must provide 
for their family and maintain their home. By the end of 
the Simulation, participants will have a deeper 
understanding of the classic struggles of the poor, be 
able to better empathize with people living in poverty, 
and learn how they can help solve this pervasive social 
problem. While there is no cost to participate, an 
accurate head count is needed to properly plan for and 
carry out each Poverty Simulation, so please tell Pastor 
Patrick if you are interested in attending. Westminster is 
seeking to send at least five members to the event.  

January Loose Change: 
Night to Shine 
On Friday evening, February 
8, 6-9pm, local individuals 
with special needs are treated 
to a Night to Shine. Night to 
Shine is a national event 
sponsored by the Tim Tebow 
Foundation, and is locally 
sponsored by the Auburn 
Alliance Church. It is a prom night experience, 
complete with dressing up, hairstyling, makeup, 
dancing, red carpet, treats, photos and fun. It takes 
place at the event center at the Finger Lakes Mall. 
Auburn Alliance has invited other local churches to 
participate. Westminster is making a financial donation, 
but is also inviting members to volunteer in any number 
of ways including accompanying a guest as their buddy, 
leading activities, taking photos, setting up or tearing 
down, or helping with anything from food to flowers to 
makeup to parking to safety. To volunteer, contact 
Chad Mitchell, 315-730-7993, 
nighttoshine@auburnalliance.com." 

February Loose Change  
Loose change in 
February will 
support Cub 
Scout Pack 40 
which serves 
boys mainly 
from Casey 
Park and 
Genesee 
elementary 

schools. These boys are provided with a program that 
teaches good character, social skills, and environmental 
respect. The majority of the scouts come from low 
income families. This makes it difficult for many of 
them to participate in certain activities such as going to 
camp or to the zoo.   
 

Donations help to pay for program supplies such as 
paint, duct tape, crayons, glue sticks and paper. The 
money also assists in purchasing the awards and   
patches that the boys have earned. Cub scouts earn belt 
loops as they advance through the program. Each loop 
costs $1.39 and each boy will earn at least 6 a year. 
This really adds up as the boys are working very hard!   
 

Lastly the money will be put towards activity fees. The 
boys are offered a variety of activities such as camping, 
visits to the zoo or a museum, and special guest  
presentations.  If you have any questions about Cub 
Scouts or donations please contact Aaron Creighton at 
413-455-5988.    

Degreening of the church 

On Sunday, January 6, adults will "de-green" the 
church during the Education Hour, carefully packing 
away the greens, banners, and decorations for next year. 
Many hands are needed to make the job go efficiently. 
A light meal will be served in the social room, courtesy 
of the Worship Committee.  

Chalking the Door  
20-C-M-B-19 
"Chalking the Door" is an Epiphany tradition for 
churches and homes. Using chalk, the new year and the 
letters C,M,B (which stand for the names of the Wise 
Men, Caspar, Malchior, and Balthazar) are written on 
the door frame. This is a way to bless all the visitors 
who will cross through the door during the coming 
year. We will be chalking the door to the church after 
worship on Sunday, January 9. As you leave worship, 
you are invited to take home a piece of chalk and a 
copy of the house blessing to "chalk the door" of your 
home too.   

Scout Sunday  
 

Many of Westminster’s children are involved in Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts. This is the third 
year we celebrate Scout Sunday, which is traditionally 
held on the Sunday before February 8 (Scouting 
Anniversary Day).  We are inviting our church’s scouts, 
as well as members of their respective troops, to 
participate in Scout Sunday on February 3. Scouts, in 
uniform, will participate in various parts of the service.  

Souper Bowl 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement of 
young people working to fight hunger and poverty in 
their own communities on Super Bowl Sunday, by 
taking a collection in soup pots. They give 100% of 
their donation directly to the local hunger-relief charity 
of their choice. Westminster youth have designated 
Calvary Food Pantry as the recipient of their 
collections. On February 3, they will be at the back 
doors of the sanctuary following worship to collect the 
Souper Bowl of Caring offering. Please give generously 
to help tackle hunger in Auburn.  

Winter is here! 
On snowy Sundays, the hardworking and dedicated 
members of the Property Committee arrive at church by 
8am to shovel the walks and steps, and plow the 
parking lots, making sure everyone has safe access to 
Sunday worship. If you have a strong back and a 
willing heart, please lend a hand to the Property 
Committee members on any snowy Sunday! Please also 
be mindful of the snow and ice which may slide from 
the slate roofs during the winter.  
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