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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, and 
economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage 
curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Christmas Crafts  

On Sunday, December 
15 we will be making 
special crafts during the 
Sunday School hour.  
Instead of our usual  
lesson, children and 
youth are invited to join 
Noel and Chris in the 
REACH wing to make 
Christmas gifts for  
family and friends. Anyone interested is invited to 
participate in the event.  

Family Nights  
As we enter the holidays 
REACH is planning some 
special events. On  
November 22 , come join the 
fun at Family Game Night 
from 6:00pm-:800pm. Then 

on December 20 join us for pizza, popcorn and a  
holiday movie from 6:00pm-8:30pm. Save the dates!  

Winter is almost here! 
On snowy Sundays, the  
hardworking and dedicated 
members of the Property 
Committee arrive at church by 
8am to shovel the walks and 
steps, and plow the parking 
lots, making sure everyone 
has safe access to Sunday worship. If you have a strong 
back and a willing heart, please lend a hand to the  
Property Committee members on any snowy Sunday! 
 

Please also be mindful of the snow and ice which may 
slide from the slate roofs during the winter. Do not park 
your car by the sides of the church building, and do not 
walk along the sides of the church when conditions 
make ice slides likely. There is an alternate  
handicapped-accessible entrance by the playground  
behind the church which enters directly into the  
sanctuary. Please use this alternate level entrance if the 
side door entrance is not safe. If you have any concerns 
about walking to or from your car on Sunday mornings, 
help is available. Just ask an usher or any church  
officer.  

All Saints Sunday   
All Saints Day will be 
observed on Sunday, 
November 3 at 9:30am, with a 
special service of 
remembrance for friends, 
family and church members 
who have passed away in the 

last year. As names are read, a candle will be lit for each 
person named and the church bell will toll in honor of 
the saints we remember. The list this year will include 
the following church members: Barbara Dungey, Judith 
Marteney, James Bentley, Stanley Burlingame, Anna 
Belle Bradley, Marjorie (Midge) Drummond. Please 
join us on All Saints Sunday for this service, and invite 
friends and family.   

Veterans Day Service 
Our 5th annual Veterans Day service will be held on 
Monday, November 11 at 7pm in the Metcalf Memorial 
Chapel. Veterans are invited to wear their military 
uniforms if they so choose. This is a service for the 
whole community, and Westminster members are 
encouraged to invite others to attend. A reception 
follows the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias  
As is customary for the Christmas season, 
Westminster will offer white poinsettias (6 inch pots) 
for $7.50 each to decorate the sanctuary for our 
Christmas week services. Plants may be purchased in 
memory of a loved one or to celebrate the season and 
may be taken home after the December 24 candlelight 
service. Order forms will be included in November 
church bulletins and the church office. Final deadline 
for orders and payment is Monday, November 25. 

Longest Night  
The joy and excitement of 
the Christmas season can 
often overshadow the pain 
and hurt many experience 
during this season, when the 
world's merriment puts their 
grief and sorrow in stark relief.   
 

One of the gifts that Westminster offers to its 
members, friends, and the community is a service 
which acknowledges that Christmas can be both a 
time of pain and a time of hope. The Service of the 
Longest Night takes place on the longest night of the 
year, December 21. It is a time to recognize, in the 
midst of all the gaiety of the holidays, that many are 
experiencing loss, darkness, and doubt.   
 

The hope offered in the Service of the Longest Night 
is that in every succeeding day there will be a little 
more light. The beautiful message of John 1:5 is "The 
light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not 
overcome it."  
 

Please join us for The Service of the Longest Night on 
Saturday, December 21, at 7pm to hear a message of 
hope, expressed in the light which came to live among 
us in the form of a baby called Emmanuel "God with 
us."   
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Holy Conversations:  
A Strategic Vision Process 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery  

 

In October, Westminster officially 
launched its Holy Conversations process 
with an adult forum, an inaugural meeting 
of your vision team, and a meeting with 
Session. The team, appointed by and 
answerable to Session, includes Jim 
Cramer, Catherine Fessenden, Aja Hahn, 
Shavonn Lynch, Linda MacKay, Susan 

Marteney, Kim Patch, and me. Shavonn and Kim were 
elected as co-chairs, and will be drawing upon their 
ordination process and seminary education.  
 
The team begins its work where all Presbyterians 
begin: in Scripture. At its first meeting, the team read 
and discussed Jeremiah 29:1-14, where God says, 
"When you search for me, you fill find me; if you seek 
me with all your heart, I will let you find me." Over the 
next two years, the team will lead Westminster in 
searching for God. The goal is to be able to articulate 
who we are and what our purpose is, with actionable 
results and new ways of being church together---and 
most importantly with a deepened, clearer relationship 
with God.  
 
Their work will take them through devotional and 
expert readings, through Westminster's history and its 
prior studies, through listening sessions and house 
meetings with every member of the congregation, 
through cultural analysis and data, through prayer and 
spiritual discernment. They will reflect upon seismic 
shifts in our culture and how we as a church are called 
faithfully to grow, witness, and serve in these changing 
times. They will help us sing a new song, as the Rev. 
Dr. Jim Gertmenian recently preached, but without 
losing what defines Westminster. Just as important as 
their recommendations for change will be what they 
keep the same. Their objective will be to preserve the 
essentials of Westminster where God is already 
thriving and to change the areas of ministry in which 
God's purpose is absent or muted. 
 
Think of them as your crack NASA team, who will 
engineer our way to the moon. But remember: we must 
go there together. They will be constantly seeking your 
participation, your ideas and stories, your hopes and 
faith, in a process that will be rigorously open and 
transparent, responsive not to their vision, but to God's 
vision expressed in the congregation as a whole. Every 
member of Westminster is a part of this journey. This 
process is, in essence, a radical act of listening: first to 
you, to your deepest hopes and needs, and in the final 
tally, to God.  

In November, the team will be praying on these 
questions: "Where is God active in my life? Where is 
God active at Westminster? Where is God active in 
Auburn?" The team will also review and amend its 
process, reading Gil Rendle and Alice Mann's Holy 
Conversations: Strategic Planning as a Spiritual 
Practice for Congregations. 
 

In December, the team will read Parker Palmer's Let 
Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation 
and will pray on the questions: "How have I 
misunderstood the idea of 'vocation'? What is my 
calling? What is Westminster's calling?" 
 

You are invited to join in this process by reading along 
and praying these same questions (and hopefully 
sharing with us what you discern in prayer).  
 

Finally, remember these words from Rev. Howard 
Thurman, mentor to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr: "Don't ask what the world needs. Ask what makes 
you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world 
needs is people who have come alive." In the end, that's 
all this process is about: asking what makes 
Westminster come alive, and doing it. For it is in our 
deepest hurts and our deepest joys, our most alive 
moments, that we find God. 

Upcoming sermons 

Nov. 3:  " Real hope,"  an All Saints'  Day sermon  
 

Nov. 10: " Upstream swimming,"  a sermon about a   
changing culture for the church 
 

Nov. 17: Guest Preacher  Shavonn Lynch 
 

Nov. 24: " The deathly king,"  a Chr ist the King  
Sunday sermon 

Dec. 1: " Don' t miss Chr istmas again,"  a sermon 
about recovering the Christmas spirit 
 

Dec. 8: " Advent goggles,"  a sermon about seeing life 
differently 

Dec. 15: " The Bible ver se even Mar tin Luther  
feared to translate," a sermon about Mary's Magnificat 

Dec. 21: " It is enough,"  a Longest Night sermon 
about grief 
 

Dec. 22: " Seeing God real,"  a sermon explor ing how 
our culture has distorted the identity of Jesus (and God) 
 

Dec. 24: " God in the flesh,"  a Chr istmas Eve 
sermon about the Incarnation 
 

Dec. 29: Christmas Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols 

Stewardship “2020 Vision” 
 

Westminster is a  
whirlwind of activity, 
energy, and hope as we 
embrace new  
opportunities for being 
God’s people and  
sharing the love of 

Christ in our community. We see a congregation filled 
with both new and familiar faces and a church which is 
known for its public witness.   
 
We are 195 members and friends strong who worship, 
learn, and do mission together. We are REACH youth 
ministries and the Children’s Worship Center. We are 
Bible studies, book clubs, women’s groups, support  
circles, education classes, choirs, and hiking ministries. 
We are outdoor picnics and harvest dinners, concerts and 
conversations. We serve meals, provide clothes and  
personal care items, visit the sick and elderly, care for 
each other and for people in need, do prison ministry, 
give rides, support local organizations through loose  
offerings, advocate for the marginalized, work to bring 
justice and reconciliation in our community, and love our 
neighbors. Most importantly, we are a people of grace, 
whose lives are ever being shaped and transformed by 
God  
 
The list of what God is doing through Westminster is 
long and varied, even more so if we consider what  
individuals feel called to do personally. This coming 
year, we ask you to participate in intentional discernment 
about who we are called to be as a church, to focus our 
20/20 vision in 2020. A team of church members will be 
leading a process called “Holy Conversations” which will 
help us hone our vision as a congregation.  
 
To achieve the vision we dream of, we also need to  
invest in our future financially. The church needs your 
time and your energy to move forward, and it also needs 
money to support our staff, building, mission, and  
programs. Pledge cards were mailed in late October. If 
you did not receive one, please contact the office at  
315-253-3331 or email office@westminsterauburn.org.   
 
Be a part of the vision for tomorrow. Pledges will be  
dedicated in worship on November 17.   

Session highlights 
Here are some important matters in which Session has 
been engaged: 

 Invited members to the “Holy Conversations”  
Strategic Vision Team, agreed on their charge, and 
met with them to begin the process.   

 Adopted a Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy as 
mandated by NYS, and oversaw compliance with 
staff training.  

 Adopted an Emergency Action Plan, held a fire drill 
with the congregation, and presented the plan at an 
Adult Forum. Dismissed with thanks the team who 
developed the plan. 

 Began developing the 2020 budget. 

 Agreed to display an exterior sign which reflects  
our welcome statement and overall inclusion of all 
God’s children. A small team was appointed to  
design the sign and bring it back to session for final 
approval.  

 Elected Ann Wiley and Roger Dilmore as  
commissioners to the November 2 Presbytery  
meeting.  

 Heard a report from Session representatives who met 
with Canandaigua National Bank, the trustee for the 
Near Trust. The bank explained how the trust is  
invested and how income will be calculated and  
distributed to the three beneficiaries: Westminster, 
the YMCA, and The Home. The income received is 
restricted by the trust for pastor’s compensation and 
capital/building projects and improvements, per  
Doris’s wishes. 

 Agreed to sign on as supporting church to the Korea 
Peace Treaty Overture which the Presbytery of  
Cayuga-Syracuse seeks to bring before the 224th 
General Assembly in Baltimore next June. 

 Approved building use request from the Harriet  
Tubman Center for Justice and Peace to hold a  
one-time meeting in partnership with the Civil  
Service Commission, the Auburn Police, and the  
Auburn Fire Department to increase the presence of 
people in uniformed services who are not now  
adequately represented. 

mailto:office@westminsterauburn.org


Elder Care  
Conversation Circle  
 

Are you concerned that 
your parents aren’t safe 
in their home anymore?  
 

Are you overwhelmed 
with helping with meals,  
medicines, hygiene,  
appointments?  
 

Are you “parenting   
your parents”?   
 

Come talk with others who are on this same journey at 
the Elder Care Conversation Circle, which meets  
monthly in the social room of Westminster Church for 
conversation, sharing, and support. On November 26, 
Rhoda Overstreet Wilson, the Executive Director of 
Westminster Manor, will talk about adult care facilities 
and the other types of facilities available in Auburn. 
Conversation are facilitated by Susan Marteney and Jill 
Fandrich.  There will be no December meeting.  

Book Group 

 

The Westminster Book Group meets 
monthly to discuss books which are  
suggested and led by group members, 
which leads to a diverse and fascinating 
array of literature and rich conversation. 
Upcoming book selections are:  
 

November 21: The Paris Architect by 
Charles Belfoure, led by Robyn Warn 
 

December:  no meeting 
 

January , February, March, April, 2020: Leadership 
in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin, single 
chapter on each of four nights, led by  
Tony Gero 

 January 16:  Forward then 
Part III: The Leader and 
the Times How They Led:  
Chapter Eleven:  
Turnaround Leadership: 
Franklin Roosevelt and the 
Hundred Days. 
 

 February 20: Visionary 
Leadership: Lyndon  
Johnson and Civil Rights: 
 

 March 19: Transformation 
Leadership: Abraham  
Lincoln and Emancipation  
Proclamation 

 

 April 16: Crisis Management: Theodore  
Roosevelt and the Coal Strike 

Deacons Brunch 
Mark your calendar! 
The Deacons Brunch 
will be Sunday  
December 8. This 
event is always a fun  
gathering during the 
Christmas Season. 
The Deacons will  
also be visiting shut 
in members and providing them with a poinsettia 
plant. Hope to see you there! 
 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to host Sunday 
morning social gatherings after 
services. It is a time to catch 
up with each other and meet 
new people who may be  
visiting our church. If you 
would like to host the social 
hour, look for the signup sheet 
that is located on the table each  
Sunday.  

Coat Tree 
The Mission and 
Stewardship  
Committee has set 
up the  Coat Tree in 
the hall way of the 
Education Building 
again this season to 
provide coats, hats, 
gloves, and scarves 
to walk-ins or those in need of warm winter clothes. If 
you have a gently used, clean coat (adult or children), 
please bring it to the coat rack and place other items in 
the appropriate boxes.  
 

Salvation Army Kitchen 

Westminster cooks 
and serves a hot meal 
for the guests of the 
Salvation Army  
Miracle Kitchen on 
the 4th Sundays of   
5-Sunday months. 
Our next opportunity 
is December 22. Join 
the merry band of 
cooks and servers by 

letting Christina Thornton know you’d like to help. We 
need about 10-12 volunteers.  

Contemplative hikes 
November 23 & December 14 
Spent partly in silence and partly in conversation, our 
contemplative hikes offer renewal as we reconnect 
with God, the earth, and our selves.  
 
On Saturday, 
November 23, from 
10 am to 12 pm, we 
will hike at the 
beautiful Baltimore 
Woods Nature 
Center in Marcellus 
(4007 Bishop Hill 
Road). It's about 25 
minutes from 
Auburn. Learn 
more about the park: www.baltimorewoods.org.   

 
On Saturday, 
December 14, from 1 
to 3 pm, we will take 
a special Advent 
saunter along the 
Cayuga Community 
College Nature Trail, 
right in our Auburn 
backyard. The word 
saunter comes from 
the Middle Ages, 

when Christians would go on pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land. As they passed through villages and were asked 
where they were going, they would reply, "A la sainte 
terre." And so they became known, in our parlance, as 
saunterers. And so during this hike, so close to 
Christmas, we will saunter to the Christ child and his 
birth, stopping periodically and observing prayer 
stations. This is an easy trail.  
 
RSVP is requested. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

Officer Training 

All officers of the church, 
elders and deacons, are 
invited to our annual 
officer training and 
continuing education on 
Sunday, November 17, 
following worship. The 

first portion of our time together will double as the 
day's adult forum. We will then continue our 
discussion over lunch. This is a great opportunity to 
deepen our connections and to grow in our leadership.  

Wednesday Noon Study: Ten 
Commandments and Prayer 

Our series "Love Carved in 
Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments" will continue 
through November 13. On 
November 20, we will begin an 
Advent series exploring prayer: 
what it is, how we do it, its 
place in the Bible and in our 
lives, and different spiritual 
practices of prayer. 
 
The Wednesday-noon 
conversation and Bible study group meets in the 
conference room of the Education Building. Join us 
over your lunch hour as we talk about how Scripture 
and faith relate to our everyday living and current 
events. Feel free to brown bag your lunch. 
 
Please note that there will be no class on November 27 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday and no class on 
December 25 due to Christmas.  
 

Refresh 

Refresh will be meeting on 
Saturdays, November 16 
and, December 21. The 
November 16 meeting will 
take place in the social 
room of Westminster 
Church. The December 21 
meeting will be a 

Christmas gathering, held at the home of Ann Wiley, 
155 E. Genesee St. Join in for a meal and fellowship 
time. Bring a dish to pass, if able.  
 

Westminster Women 

On Tuesday, November 19, at 
1:30pm, Westminster Women will 
meet at the Seymour Library and 
be given a tour of the new History 
Room.  Contact Judy Dilmore if 
you have questions or need more 
information.   

The annual Christmas Party will be 
held in the Social Room on Tuesday, 
December 17 at 1:30pm. Each 
person is asked to bring 1 dozen 
Christmas cookies for sharing and a 
wrapped gift for the gift exchange 

(value in the $10 range; handmade gifts are 
encouraged). 

http://www.baltimorewoods.org
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Advent: A Time of Waiting  
Advent is a time of 
waiting. The word itself 
comes from the Latin 
word “adventus,” 
meaning “coming.” 
During the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas, 
we observe the season of 

Advent, a time for quiet reflection as we await the 
coming of Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas.   

Each worship service will begin with the presentation of 
a banner—visual representations of the Prophecy, 
Annunciation, Mary, Shepherds, and Christ the King— 
and the lighting of candles on the Advent wreath, with 
the Christ candle being lit on Christmas Eve.   

The four Sundays of Advent will also begin with 
intergenerational “mini-dramas” which help the story 
unfold each week. A Westminster tradition during the 
Sundays of Advent, the Advent mini-dramas consist of 
four short installments of the Christmas story, beginning 
with the prophecies of Isaiah and culminating with the 
Nativity scene. Each week, Westminster participants of 
all ages join the hymn processional and re-enact a scene 
from the Christmas story during the Advent  
candle-lighting portion of the worship service.    

Please join us for the Sundays in Advent, to prepare 
your heart and mind for the coming of Jesus, Emmanuel, 
God Incarnate.    

Christmas Week Worship  
 

December 24 - Candlelight Service – 7pm A traditional 
candlelight service with carols, special music, readings, 
sermon, and candlelight. Child care will be offered.  

December 24 - Open Chapel - 11:30pm The chapel will 
be open for one hour to welcome in Christmas morning 
with prayer, reflection, meditation, carols, and the 
ringing of the church bells at midnight. Attendees are 
invited to share a poem, reading, or Scripture; books and 
resources are available to choose from. This time 
together is unscripted and personal. Simple refreshments 
will be shared.  

December 29 - Service of Nine Lessons and Carols - 
9:30am The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of 
the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short 
Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books and 
the Gospel, interspersed with carols and special music. 
The service is based on a traditional service from Kings 
College, Cambridge, and has been a Westminster 
tradition on the Sunday following Christmas for many 
years.  

Forums 
Faith formation is a lifelong endeavor. Westminster 
offers adult education on a variety of topics during the 
education hour following worship and fellowship time in 
the social room. Pull up a chair at 11am on the following 
Sundays: 
 

November 3: All Saints Sunday, no forum 
 

The education hour is replaced with an extended 
fellowship time following All Saints worship 
 

November 10: End of Life Care 
 

Susan Marteney and others will lead a forum on caring 
for aging parents or other loved ones.  
 

November 17: Leadership Training 
 

Annual fall leadership training will take place during the 
education hour, starting with topics for everyone, and 
continuing after lunch for elders and deacons.  
 

November 24: Spir ituality at the end of life 
 

We will continue exploring end of life matters with a 
forum on spirituality of those transitioning from this life 
to the next, and also of those who care for them.  
 

December 1: Thanksgiving weekend. No education 
hour.  
 

December 8: Deacons Brunch 
 

December 15: Advent ar t 
 

We will learn about the Advent and Christmas stories by 
looking at great artwork throughout the ages.  
 

December 22 and 29: No education hour  

Children’s Worship 
The Children's Worship Center will kick off November 
with "The Ten Best Ways to Live", the story of the Ten 
Commandment. Next will be "The Ark and a Tent for 
Love" and "The Promised Land".  They will then learn 
"How the Church Tells Time" followed by the Advent 
stories. As always, the children will be participating in 
the holiday pageants! The November fellowship activity 
will be held from 11:00-12:00 on November 17; they 
will be creating fun "Thankful Turkeys".  December's 
fellowship activity will be combined with Sunday school 
on December 15, and will be a gift giving/making 
activity.  

Loose Change 
In November, the loose 
offerings will support the 
Veterans Clinic Services new 
location on Genesee Street in 
Auburn. The Veterans Clinic 
provides an array of services 
that focus on providing high-quality and compassionate 
care to our local Veterans.  
 

The Veterans Clinic medical services include: primary 
care; behavioral health care for those experiencing 
personal or emotional problems, including drug and 
alcohol problems; smoking cessations program; 
personal care; routine diagnostic procedures; laboratory 
blood drawing and analysis; prescriptions; radiology; 
clinical pharmacologist; suicide prevention hotline.  
 

All donations will be for our local Veterans who need 
assistance with the cost of transportation; medicine; 
personal supplies; clothing and food. 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Look for the Christmas Giving Tree in the narthex on 
Sunday, November 10.  The tags represent the needs 
and wishes of the 22 people whom we are blessed to 
support this year, as well as children in our own church. 

Please: 

1. Select a tag 

2. Purchase a present 

3. Wrap the present. Securing the gift with ribbon is   
    very helpful for successful transport. Please   
    remember to wrap gift certificates in a box to reduce 
    the chance of misplacing an envelope. 

4. TIE the 2-part tag to the present. Please do NOT use  
    tape. The index card and holiday card front are both  
    needed for inventory purposes. 

5. Return the present to the church by Sunday,  
    December 8. 

Thank you for your help in making this Christmas 
memorable for all these families. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 
The Christmas Joy 
Offering is traditionally 
received during the 
Advent Season. A gift to 
the Christmas Joy 
Offering helps provide 
financial assistance to 
current and former church workers and their families in 
times for need and also equips future ethnic leaders 
through leadership development and education at 
Presbyterian-related ethnic colleges and schools. 
 

Rooted in a nearly 300-year-old tradition, the 
Assistance Program embodies the connectional Church 
at its best. As the Assistance Program relies on 
voluntary gifts, legacies, endowments, and one-half of 
the Christmas Joy Offering-not dues-for its funding, it 
provides a way for caring Presbyterians to support 
those who serve the Church during their times of need.  
Assistance is granted for needs beyond the scope of the 
Benefits Plan. 
 

In Racial Ethnic Leadership Development, we help 
plan, coordinate, and promote racial ethnic and 
women’s leadership institutes. Leadership institutes 
identify, equip and connect racial ethnic women and 
men who are teaching and ruling elders, with leadership 
opportunities in the Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.). 
This ministry also strengthens and nurtures the gifts of 
racial ethnic leaders and inspires them to greater 
leadership roles in congregations, mid councils, and in 
General assembly agencies. 

Greening of the Church   
 Adults and families are invited to the annual Greening   
of the Church” on Friday, December 6, beginning at 
5pm to put up trees, garlands, wreaths, and decorations 
in the social room and narthex. Following the greening, 
all are invited to the home of Linda and Tony Gero, 
6329 East Lake Rd, for adult fellowship. Please bring a 
hearty appetizer or side dish, as we’ll be working over 
the dinner hour. Tony and Linda will provide beer, 
wine, and pizza; additional beverages are also welcome, 
as are gluten-free options and desserts. Please join us 
for this traditional evening of work, fellowship, food, 
and fun!    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible

