REACH

by Jill Fandrich, Acting CE Moderator
We had a terrific retreat on Saturday, October 13 for our new REACH ministries with children, youth,
families, and all generations. Our participants represented parents, grandparents, children, elders,
deacons, staff, and others in the church. We came away from the retreat energized, hopeful, spiritually
connected, and equipped with an action plan for next steps.
The following is a summary of some of the immediate plans which were identified. Chris Patch is
anxious to hear from everyone who has hopes and dreams for this ministry. Talk to Chris on Sundays
or catch him during his “office hours” which are Mondays from 3-8pm and Thursdays from 9am12pm. With some notice Chris can meet other days and times as well, either at the church, for coffee
or your home. He can be reached by phone at 315-664-0782 or email ChrisPatchTMT@gmail.com.
1. Children's Worship Center will expand its learning beyond Sunday morning to throughout the week, through
(1) take-home activities for children to share with families, (2) helping children see themselves as teachers, (3) a
lending library, (4) a monthly after-worship parent group speaking with the Worship Center's Leader while children
play, (5) exploring outdoor opportunities, and (6) partnering children with seniors, including visits to Westminster
Manor, where children can be the storytellers for older residents.
2. Beginning in January, we will launch a short series of small groups, each meeting only four or five weeks,
based on meaningful and relevant topics such as sexuality, family faith practices, parenting challenges,
discipleship, racial justice, etc.
3. During Lent, we will inject new energy and purpose into our annual Lenten soup and study by creating an
intentionally intergenerational meal, activity, and discussion based on becoming a Matthew 25 church, helping the
church youth identify a mission passion of their own.
4. Facebook group for parents, grandparents, caregivers, and church leaders of our children's and youth ministry.
5. Strategic promotion and witness in the community of Westminster's inclusive mission and its proud embrace
of people of all sexualities, gender identities, races and ethnicity, abilities, ages, economic status, and faith
journeys, as well as it commitment to justice.
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All Saints Sunday

Greening of the Church

All Saints Day will be observed on
Sunday, November 4 at 9:30am, with a
special service of remembrance for
friends, family and church members
who have passed away in the last year.
As names are read, a candle will be lit for each person
named and the church bell will toll in honor of the
saints we remember. The list this year will include the
following names: Irene Reuter, Betty Schemerhorn,
Marguerite Pyhtila, Doris Bierer, Marilyn Fandrich,
and John Gary Rhodes. Please join us on All Saints
Sunday for this service, and invite friends and family.

Adults are invited to the annual “Greening
of the Church” on Friday, November 30
beginning at 5pm to put up trees in the
sanctuary and decorations in the social room
and narthex. Following the greening, all are
invited to the home of Linda and Tony Gero,
6329 East Lake Rd, for adult fellowship. Please bring a
hearty appetizer or side dish, as we’ll be working over
the dinner hour. Tony and Linda will provide beer, wine,
and pizza; additional beverages are also welcome, as are
gluten-free options and desserts. Please join us for this
traditional evening of work, fellowship, food, and fun!

Veterans Day Service

Longest Night

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of Armistice
Day, which ended World War I, Westminster will
offer a very special service on Veterans Day, Sunday,
November 11 at 9:30am. Veterans are invited to wear
their military uniforms and many will be included as
ushers, greeters, and liturgist. Red poppies will be
distributed, the Deacons will provide a reception
following the service, and the church bells will be
tolled at 11am (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month). Westminster has invited other area
churches to participate in the ringing of the bells. We
thank Anthony Gero for his leadership in initiating this
important and timely observance.

The Christmas season is often marked by expressions
of joy, excitement, and happiness. This time of joy and
expectation can often overshadow the pain and hurt
many experience during this season, when the world's
merriment puts their grief and sorrow in stark relief.
One of the gifts that Westminster offers to its members,
friends, and the community is a service which
acknowledges that Christmas can be both a time of pain
and a time of hope. The Service of the Longest Night
takes place on the longest night of the year, December
21. It is a time to recognize, in the midst of all the gaiety
of the holidays, that many are experiencing loss,
darkness, and doubt.

estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the
life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status,
and economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.

W

Visit www.westminsterauburn.org, and follow Westminster Church
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram.

The hope offered in the Service of the Longest Night is
that in every succeeding day there will be a little more
light. The beautiful message of John 1:5 is "The light
shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not
overcome it."
Please join us for The Service of the Longest Night on
Friday, December 21, at 7pm to hear a message of hope,
expressed in the light which came to live among us in
the form of a baby called Emmanuel "God with us."
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Is it Christmas yet?

A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery
It may only be the beginning of November,
but some of us are already starting our
Christmas shopping. A defiant few might
even be singing Christmas carols or putting
up their decorations.
Personally, I can't blame the world for
wanting to rush ahead to Christmas.
Christmas is happy. It's when all that
we've been hoping for becomes reality: the Christ child
is born and we are saved. Living through Advent, on the
other hand, is tough. The nights grow longer, darker, and
each day, the manger is still empty.

Appointed, anointed, called—she is the prophet of a God
who does not give up. The prophet of Advent, without
whom there would be no Christmas.

And so she praises God, even when there's nothing yet
visible to praise. She sings, even when there is no song
to be had, because she sees the world not only as it is,
but also as it can, and will, be.
A world of mercy, where God scatters the proud and
brings the powerful down from their thrones, where God
lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things.
A world where ruins become the seat of God's glory.
Where the unwed pregnant girl becomes the mother of
God.

Mary fights for this world. And not just her, but every
Mary, mother of Jesus, must have felt the same way, as worshiper in every empty cathedral, every man who
won't stop praying, every person who won't stop loving,
she waited for God's promise to be fulfilled. When the
angel first appeared to Mary, she was an unwed teenage every first responder who plunges in, every caretaker of
the aging and dying, every refugee at the border, every
mother, living in the rural hills of Palestine. God's
promise to bless her and to change the world through her woman declaring "Me Too"—all Emmanuel, Jesus
coming to us. The heralds of Advent.
probably sounded like a cruel joke. The world she saw
wasn't changing. The religious elite still snubbed people
Let us sing like Mary. Let us sing our Advent song and
like her. The Roman Empire still ruled with iron and
not rush to Christmas. We are the poets and makers of
shield. The poor were still hungry, and the rich still
tomorrow. We are the shepherds telling everyone, the
didn't care.
mother singing, the angel announcing, the child leaping,
All she saw were ruins. There are a lot of things in ruins the star pointing: GOD IS COMING.
these days. These last months, I have held in prayer and
We are the eyes through which God looks hope upon
heartache too many of you, as you face cancer, job loss,
these ruins.
family crises, depression, and just plain weariness.

We look out and see loved ones, slipping away because
of illness or age. We see a church, once full and bustling,
now empty and captive to fear. We see a democracy in
crisis—and a world enthralled with greed and power,
consumed by violence and poverty, unashamed of its
objectification and assault on women, held under the
dominion of racism and bigotry.
We may ask why we were born into such times. We may
wish that we could go back to the time when we were
innocent of this grief—or maybe just rush ahead to the
happy ending of Christmas.
Karl Marx once described Christianity as an opium of
the people, meant to dull our senses to the pain and
injustice around us, to blunt the sharp uncertainty of
Advent. And perhaps he would be right if the Bible did
indeed rush to Christmas (and later to Easter). But Marx
was wrong. Because what we see in Mary is no cowering
servant to illusion. We see a woman who does not retreat
but meets the reality of life head on. In her song, she
tells the story of struggling people, and of a God who—
far from whisking them out of reality—plants them
squarely there, amid the ruins, that they, like relentless
roses through cracked stone, would push, push, and
push, till those ruins are rebuilt and God is visible to all.
God tells Mary that she was made for such a time as this.

Upcoming sermons

Nov. 4: " Wher e you go, I will go," a ser mon for All
Saints Sunday: not even death shall part us
Nov. 11: " The sons and daughter s you never knew,"
a sermon about legacy for Veterans Day
Nov. 18: Guest pr eacher , Chr is Patch, new childr en's
and youth ministry coordinator
Nov. 25: " The king who car r ied no swor d," a ser mon
for Christ the King Sunday about alternative forms of
power
Dec. 2: " Looking for the fig tr ee," an Advent ser mon
about searching for signs of hope
Dec. 9: Guest pr eacher , Rev. J enna Heer y
Dec. 16: " Removing the poison," an Advent ser mon
asking what needs to be cut out of our lives
Dec. 21: " Singing in the dar k," a Longest Night
sermon
Dec. 23: A Moder n Cantata, " The Gr eat Light" by
Eugene Butler
Dec. 24: " Salvation fr om the mar gins," a Chr istmas
Eve sermon
Dec. 30: Nine Lessons and Car ols, Baptism of Ar chie
Brooks

Deacons Brunch
Mark your calendar! The
Deacons Brunch will be
Sunday December 2. Music and
great food will be provided to
our church community. Hope to
see you there!

Transportation and Meals

Coat Tree

The Mission and
Stewardship Committee
has set up the Coat Tree
in the hall way of the
Education Building
again this season to
provide coats, gloves, and scarves to walk-ins or those
in need of warm winter clothes. If you have a gently
used, clean coat (adult or children), please bring it to the
coat rack and place other items in the appropriate
boxes.

Westminster Deacons occasionally provide
transportation for church members who need rides to
and from Sunday service. Drivers are needed to assist
in this effort. It is not a weekly commitment. An email Giving Tree
is sent when a transportation request is made and if you By Carolyn Hiza
are available that week, it will be a great service to our Christmas is just around the corner. I know we haven't
members.
even celebrated Thanksgiving yet but we need to start
preparing for our Christmas Giving Tree Families. The
Deacons also provide members with meals who are
Cayuga County Early Intervention staff is working on a
recovering from illnesses, new parents, or stressful
list of families for us. Soon the tags will be on the
events in their life. This is a great way to help our
Giving Tree in the narthex.
Westminster Community in times of need.
l. Select a tag
2. Purchase the present
If you are willing to provide transportation or a meal
3. Wrap the present
please contact Judy Santillo (ajsantillo@verizon.net).
4. Tie the 2-part tag to the present. (index card
Sunday Social Hour
needs to be returned for inventory purposes)
5.
Return the present to the church by Dec. 2
The Deacons would like to
thank Westminster members
who so willing host coffee hour
after Sunday services. Without
your support it would not be
possible.

Thank you for helping with our Mission Project.
Merry Christmas!

Westminster Choir

If you would like to host and do not bake, we always
have a supply of boxed cookies you may use. Setting
up, greeting and cleaning up is very much appreciated.
A signup sheet is on the table each week, please help us
and signup to host.

Latin American Mission
Partnership Trip

Choir will sing on Veterans Day, November 11 and the
Longest Night, December 21. On Sunday, December
The Latin American Mission Partnership (LAMP) was 23, the choir will be performing the Christmas cantata,
formed to build relationships between the Presbytery of “A Great Light” by Eugene Butler which will
Cayuga-Syracuse and the Campeche Presbytery of the incorporate readings, solos, piano and handbells.
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. LAMP has planned a
As always, the vocal and handbell choirs cheerfully
trip to Campeche, Mexico from February 19-26, 2019
to build classrooms inside the seminary. The trip cost is welcome anyone who would like to join us.
$1,100 and the application deadline is November 15. It
Handbells rehearse Wednesday
is not necessary to speak Spanish; there will be
evenings at 6:30pm and vocal
translators available. Adults and youth (minimum of 14
choir rehearses Wednesday
years old) interested in participating in this trip can
evenings at 7:30pm as well as
contact Julianne Pease at (315) 430-4536 or by emailing
9:00am on
Julianne at julianne.pease1@gmail.com.

Education Hour and
Adult Forums
The hour following worship is
devoted to either education
opportunities for adults or to
extended fellowship (especially
following special services or
during holidays or long
weekends). Here is the
schedule for education hour during November and
December.
November 4: All Saints Sunday
As the service of remembrance is a longer and
particularly poignant service, there will be no forum.
Instead, please linger over an extended fellowship time
to greet visitors, guests, and people who have come to
remember a loved one lost this past year.
November 11: Veterans Day
Following the special Veterans Day service, which
marks the 100th anniversary of the Armistice which
ended World War 1 on the 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month in 1918, we will toll the church bell at
11am, joining ours with other “Bells of Peace” in the
community. Gather to hear the tolling of the bells in
Auburn.
November 18: Meet Chris and Noel
Chris Patch is the new REACH Coordinator for
Children and Youth Ministries and Noel Lardeo is the
new Children’s Worship Center Leader. Although
you’ve all probably had a chance to meet Chris and
Noel by now, we’ll get the chance to know them better
and to hear about their plans for children, youth, and
families in the Adult Forum on November 18.

Kids Education Hour
Sunday School is off to a great start in the new REACH
wing of the Education Building with teachers Chris
Patch (grades 4-7) and Andrea and Aaron Creighton
(grades K-3), and assistants Judi Dorsey, Crystina
Brooks, and others. They are using an exciting new
curriculum called Sparkhouse Digital, which offers lots
of creative options for classroom use and also
take-home and on-line sharing.
The REACH wing is the former nursery school area,
which was vacated when Westminster Nursery School
closed this year. The Christian Education Committee
has been hard at work renovating the rooms for use by
children and youth, creating a multi-use Sunday School
room for the elementary age kids, and a youth room for
teens. Chris and Noel also have office space in the
REACH area. We are acquiring youth-friendly furniture
and equipment, such as tables, chairs, sofas, bean bags,
game tables, and are planning to build a café area with a
counter and high-top tables and stools. If you are
interested in working on these new spaces, please talk
to Chris Patch or Jill Fandrich.
Another exciting new development this fall is a new
music time for the kids immediately following worship
during the first 15 minutes of the Education Hour. The
kids meet with Lori Rhodes Pettit and Audrey McNally
in the choir room to learn songs and handchimes. The
music rehearsals will meet even on Sundays when there
is no education hour, especially as holiday music is being practices. Parents will be kept apprised of the
schedule.

Worship Center

by Noel Lardeo
We’re off to a great start in the Worship Center. Chris
Patch and I were blessed to attend a training with
November 25: Thanksgiving Weekend
Geania Lasda on October 1; she modelled wonderful
No forum or education hour is scheduled on the long
storytelling techniques and offered great advice and
holiday weekend.
ideas. She also held a training for greeters. There is a
sign-up sheet in the worship center with many open
December 2: Deacons Brunch
dates that greeters are needed. Please stop by and
Everyone is invited to the Deacons Brunch in the Great sign-up if you can, for one or several dates. Also stop
Hall immediately following worship for food,
by to check-out our Children’s Library. All ages are
fellowship, and music!
welcome to borrow books!
December 9: Advent Art
Each week I’ve been sending children home with a
How has the Christmas story been told in works of art handout that corresponds with the story we learned
about that day. I encourage you to ask them to retell the
throughout the centuries? Come see the story through
story and ask questions about it. This is a good family
new eyes by looking at depictions of the stories
activity. I’d also like to invite parents of children in the
surrounding Jesus’ birth as portrayed by great artists.
worship center to join me at the West-End McDonald’s
December 16, 23, and 30: No forums
for lunch November 18 at 12pm noon for a time of
No forums are scheduled the Sundays close to
fellowship. The children can play on the playground,
Christmas. Enjoy this time to relax in fellowship
and we can get to know each other better. I’d also love
following worship.
to hear suggestions or questions you have.

Congregational Forum
on the Future of
Westminster's Organ
For more than two years,
Westminster's Organ Work Team
has researched and discussed
options for our beloved Skinner
organ, which is nearing the end of
its lifetime. On January 13,
following worship, that work team and the Session will
present the findings of their research and share their
recommendations. The entire congregation is invited to
participate in this vital dialogue about the future of our
worship and music together. Your input is necessary
before any decision can be made; we want to hear your
ideas, hopes, worries, and questions. Options under
exploration include, but may not be limited to, (1) an
expensive but long-term restoration of the organ, (2)
cheaper, incremental repairs, or (3) the eventual choice
of an alternative musical instrument. Information will
be presented on the pros and cons of each of these
options. We will also hear about the history and value
of our current organ, mission opportunities and
priorities, as well as possible grants, capital campaigns,
and other sources of funding. This will be a time of
prayer, open discussion, and transparent, inclusive input
gathering. We hope you will join us!

Wednesday Noon Study:
Parables and Song of Mary
Every Wednesday, during your
lunch hour, you have the
opportunity to go deeper in
your spiritual journey through
Scripture, faith, practical living,
and contemporary issues. Bring
your brown bag lunch as we
meet in the Education
Building's conference room for
a lively discussion.
For the first two weeks of November, we will continue
our exploration of Jesus' mysterious parables,
concluding that study on November 14. We will take a
holiday break the week of Thanksgiving, with no class
on November 21. On November 28, through December
19, we will take a four-week Advent journey, as we
pray and contemplate with Mary in her Song of Praise,
the Magnificat. Participants will receive a free Advent
devotional prepared by Presbyterians Today.

This year’s devotional is very
special. The paintings and
poems are the work of Andrew
Weatherly, a young
Presbyterian man born with
Down syndrome, who uses his
Contemplative Hikes
gifts to raise awareness of the
Join us for a time of renewal in the beauty of God's
capabilities of those with
creation as we reconnect, in prayerful silence and
special needs. The rest of the
conversation, with our spirits and the Spirit of our
text—reflections and prayers for
Maker.
each day of Advent—is the joint
On Saturday, November 17, from 10 am to 12 pm, we
work of Donna Frischknecht
will hike the Esker Brook Trail at beautiful Montezuma
Jackson, pastor and editor of
Wildlife Refuge at the transition from colorful fall to
Presbyterians Today and sister to a man with special
cool, clear winter. While many of the birds will have
needs, and Krin Van Tatenhove, also a pastor who is
migrated by then, the eagles and much other wildlife
father to a son with autism. With great love and joy,
will remain. The refuge is about 20 minutes from
Andrew, Donna, and Krin bring God’s might and
Auburn. This is an easy to moderate trail.
Mary’s “yes!” to life in powerful new ways.
On Saturday, December 22, from 1 to 3 pm, we will
take a special Advent—almost Christmas Eve—saunter Christmas Poinsettias
As is customary for the
along the Cayuga Community College Nature Trail,
right in our Auburn backyard. The word saunter comes Christmas season, Westminster
will offer white poinsettias (6from the Middle Ages, when Christians would go on
inch pots) for $7.00 to decorate
pilgrimages to the Holy Land. As they passed through
the sanctuary for our Christmas
villages and were asked where they were going, they
week services. Plants may be
would reply, "A la sainte terre." And so they became
purchased in memory of a loved
known, in our parlance, as saunterers. And so during
one or to celebrate the season and
this hike, so close to Christmas, we will saunter to the
may be taken home after the
Christ child and his birth, stopping periodically and
December 24 candlelight service.
observing prayer stations. This is an easy trail.
Order forms will be included in
Please speak with Patrick in advance
three November church bulletins
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331).
and the church office. Final deadline for orders and
Detailed information will then be provided.
payment is Monday, November 19.

Advent: A Time of Waiting

November Loose Change

Advent is a time of
The loose change in
waiting. The word itself
the offering plates is
comes from the Latin
designated toward a
word “adventus,” meaning
special cause each
“coming.” During the four
month. In November,
weeks leading up to
the loose offerings
Christmas, we observe the
will support the
season of Advent, a time
Veterans Clinic Services
for quiet reflection as we at Auburn Community Hospital. The Veterans Clinic
await the coming of Jesus Christ, whose birth we
provides an array of service that focus on providing
celebrate at Christmas.
high-quality and compassionate care to our local
Veterans. The Veterans Clinic is located in a separate
Each worship service will begin with the presentation of
area of the hospital for convenience and privacy.
a banner—visual representations of the Prophecy,
Annunciation, Mary, Shepherds, and Christ the King—
The Veterans Clinic medical services include: primary
and the lighting of candles on the Advent wreath, with
care; behavioral health care for veterans experiencing
the Christ candle being lit on Christmas Eve.
personal and emotional problems, including drug and
The four Sundays of Advent will also begin with
alcohol problems; smoking cessations program; personal
intergenerational “mini-dramas” which help the story
care; routine diagnostic procedures; laboratory blood
unfold each week. A Westminster tradition during the
drawing and analysis, prescriptions; radiology; clinical
Sundays of Advent, the Advent mini-dramas consist of pharmacologist; and suicide prevention hotline.
four short installments of the Christmas story, beginning
with the prophecies of Isaiah and culminating with the
All donations will be for our local veterans who need
Nativity scene. Each week, Westminster participants as assistance with the cost of transportation; medicine;
young as Baby Jesus and as old as the Magi join the
personal supplies; clothing and food.
hymn processional and re-enact a scene from the
Christmas Joy Offering
Christmas story during the Advent candle-lighting
The Christmas Joy Offering is
portion of the worship service.
traditionally received during the
Please join us for the Sundays in Advent, to prepare
Advent Season. A gift to the
your heart and mind for the coming of Jesus, Emmanuel, Christmas Joy Offering helps provide
God Incarnate.
financial assistance to current and
former church workers and their
Christmas Week Worship
families in times for need and also equips future ethnic
December 23 - Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM
leaders through leadership development and education at
On the 4th Sunday of Advent, the Westminster Choir
Presbyterian-related ethnic colleges and schools.
will present the Christmas Cantata, "A Great Light" by
Eugene Butler, during the sermon portion of the worship Rooted in a nearly 300-year-old tradition, the Assistance
service. Narrators, the choir, and soloists will tell of the Program embodies the connectional Church at its best.
wondrous birth of Jesus through scripture and song.
As the Assistance Program relies on voluntary gifts,
legacies, endowments, and one-half of the Christmas
December 24 - Candlelight Service - 7:00 PM
Joy Offering-not dues-for its funding, it provides a way
A traditional candlelight service with carols, special
for caring Presbyterians to support those who serve the
music, readings, sermon, and candlelight. Child care
Church during their times of need. Assistance is granted
will be offered.
for needs beyond the scope of the Benefits Plan.
December 24 - Open Chapel - 11:30 PM
In Racial Ethnic Leadership Development, we help plan,
The chapel will be open for one hour to welcome in
Christmas morning with prayer, reflection, meditation, coordinate, and promote racial ethnic and women’s
leadership institutes. Leadership institutes identify,
and the ringing of the church bells at midnight.
equip and connect racial ethnic women and men who are
Worshippers are invited to share a poem, reading, or
teaching and ruling elders, with leadership opportunities
scripture.
in the Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.). This ministry also
December 30 - Service of Nine Lessons and Carols strengthens and nurtures the gifts of racial ethnic leaders
9:30 AM
and inspires them to greater leadership roles in
We will hear the Christmas story in a series of Old and congregations, mid councils, and in General assembly
New Testament readings, carols, and special music.
agencies.

Habitat Thank You
by Susan Marteney

Stewardship Campaign

Cayuga County Habitat
for Humanity thanks
Westminster for a “You
Are God’s Hand” grant
received in September.
What a perfect agency
for the funds since we use our hands as we hold
hammers and saws to make a home for a partner family
and share God’s love through our work.
The grant is being used to purchase construction
materials for the rehab project at 6 Perrine Street.
While we search for our partner family, we continue to
work Fridays and Saturdays from 8 am – 12 noon and
invite the community–Westminster congregation
The theme for this year's stewardship is "See and Do;
members included–to join us.
Being a Matthew 25 Church," inspired by a story Jesus
told, saying that the kingdom of heaven would belong
Don’t want to cook on November 8? Join us at Panera to those who saw the hungry and fed them, saw the
from 4 – 8 pm for a Habitat Night fundraiser. Go to our naked and clothed them, saw the sick and helped them,
Facebook page or website at www.cayugahabitat.org
and saw the imprisoned and visited them. We are
for the special invitation which must be presented
called to serve others, to protect the vulnerable, to help
when you order for us to receive a donation.
the suffering, to welcome the marginalized, and to be
friends to those in need. But first we have to look
Salvation Army Kitchen
around us and truly see the needs in our community.
On December 23 from 1 - 4
Your pledge to Westminster for 2019 will help us be
pm, Westminster will host a
the church God calls us to be—a Matthew 25 church
Pre-Christmas Eve Dinner at
which serves God by serving others. Pledges for 2019
the Salvation Army.
will be received and dedicated in worship on Sunday,
November 18. Watch the mail for your stewardship
Decoration makers, table
brochure and pledge card.
setters, cooks, servers, dish
washers, gift givers and other
Westminster Women
fun roles are open to
Westminster Women will not be meeting during the
congregation members and
their friends and family. There will also gift "shop" for month of November. The December Christmas Party
our guests. Please let Susan Marteney know if you will will be held on Tuesday, December 18 in the social
room at 1:30pm. Details of the event will be
be joining the Dinner Crew no later than Sunday,
announced in the bulletin and by email as the date
December 16.
approaches.
Susan is retiring from the role of Miracle Kitchen
Elder Care
organizer; this will be her last dinner. The Thornton
Family will be taking on this rewarding personal
Conversation Circle
mission in 2019.
Are you concerned that your parents aren’t safe in
their home anymore? Are you overwhelmed with
Thank You Chapel Sitters
helping with meals, medicines, hygiene, appointments?
Are you “parenting your parents”?
Thank you Roger and Judy
Come talk with others who are on this same journey at
Dilmore, Annie Runkle, Pat
the Elder Care Conversation Circle, which meets
Corp, Ben Ahner, Bronwyn
monthly in the social room of Westminster Church for
O’Conner and other subs for
conversation, sharing, and support. On November 27
their dedication to sit in the
and December 18 there will be discussion on how to
church, once a week from
Memorial Day to Labor Day so our church can have its carry on holiday traditions when life changes.
Conversation is facilitated by Susan Marteney and Jill
doors open for visitors and those in need of a quiet
Fandrich.
place of prayer.

