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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith 
journey or your life journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of 

Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the life and 
ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual 
orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith 
community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, 
discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Big-Eared Nasties to March Again in Auburn - Children’s 
Musical Show Teaches how Love Conquers Hate 

Thanks to a "dream grant" from Westminster, the children’s show “March of the  
Big-Eared Nasties” will be revived in January, 2018.  Written by our own Beverly 
Miller with music by Bob Miller, the show is an allegory based on the true story of 
the 1993 Nazi march in Auburn and the lessons that were learned about how love 
can conquer hate.  The show was first produced in 1994 and received an award from 
the United Way of Cayuga County. 
 
Open auditions will be held on November 6 and 7 at 7 pm to 9 pm each evening, in 
the Great Hall. Those who audition will be asked to read scenes from the show and 
sing a short song. The goal is to have a diverse cast.  Performed by 10 adults, several 
children and a 12-year-old boy as the hero, the show was written to help Auburn’s 

families remember the lessons that were learned from the original event.  While the play is full of laughs and 
music, it has a very serious underlying message. 
 
“The reason we feel it is vital to revive this show at this time is as a response to the events that occurred in 
Charlottesville, VA on August 13, 2017,” stated Bev. “The attempt by neo-Nazis to spread a hate-filled  
message in a peaceful college community was uncannily similar to the abortive Nazi march in Auburn in 
1993.  Sadly, it seems that lessons learned in the past need to be re-learned in today’s world.” 
 
The show will be performed on Sunday, January 28, in Euterpe Hall, located on North Division Street in 
Auburn, and a special performance is also planned for the families of Westminster Nursery School. Other 
performances may be scheduled in various community locations.  For more information, contact Beverly  
Miller, 315-224-7766. 

Veteran’s Day Service 

Our 3rd annual Veteran’s 
Day service will be held 
on Saturday, November 11 
at 1 pm in the Metcalf 
Memorial Chapel. 
Veterans are invited to 
wear their military 
uniforms. In addition to 

new names being read from the Westminster’s 
Veterans Memorial Book, we will dedicate our new 
chapel hymnals, given in honor or in memory of 
loved ones who have served their country with 
courage and sacrifice. The Deacons will provide a 
reception following the service. Those who wish may 
remain for the memorial service of beloved member 

Jane Lumb, which will begin at 3 pm. 

Greening of the Church  

Adults are invited to the annual 
“Greening of the Church” on 
Friday, December 1 beginning 
at 5pm to put up trees in the 
sanctuary and decorations in 
the social room and narthex. 
Following the greening, all are 
invited to the home of Linda 
and Tony Gero, 6329 East Lake 
Road, for adult fellowship. 
Please bring a hearty appetizer 
or side dish, as we’ll be 
working over the dinner hour. Tony and Linda will 
provide beer, wine, and pizza; additional favorite 
beverages are also welcome, as are gluten-free 
options and desserts. Please join us for this traditional 
evening of work, fellowship, food, and fun!   

Longest Night 

The Christmas season is 
often marked by 
expressions of joy, 
excitement, and 
happiness. This time of 
joy and expectation can 
often overshadow the pain 
and hurt many experience 
during this season, when 
the world's merriment 
puts their grief and sorrow 
in stark relief.  
 

One of the gifts that 
Westminster offers to its 

members, friends, and the community is a service 
which acknowledges that Christmas can be both a time 
of pain and a time of hope. The Service of the Longest 
Night takes place on the longest night of the year, 
December 21. It is also the traditional feast day for 
Saint Thomas the Apostle, commonly known as 
"Doubting Thomas." It is a time to recognize, in the 
midst of all the gaiety of the holidays, that many are 
experiencing loss, darkness, and doubt.  
 

The hope offered in the Service of the Longest Night is 
that in every succeeding day there will be a little more 
light. The beautiful message of John 1:5 is "The light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not 
overcome it." 
 

Please join us for The Service of the Longest Night on 
Thursday, December 21, at 7pm to hear  a message 
of hope, expressed in the light which came to live 
among us in the form of a baby called Emmanuel "God 
with us."  

November and December 2017 
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‘No body now but yours’ 

 A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

When you hear the word 
stewardship, what does it 
bring to mind? Do you think 
of the church’s annual letter 
asking for your pledge? Does 
it conjure awkward feelings 
of having to talk about 
money?  
 
If so, you can blame the 
church—at least partly. 
Churches are notoriously bad 
about talking about money. 

We blush and cringe. We bring up money once a 
year, during a stewardship campaign, and try to 
avoid it at all other times. This is odd, because Jesus 
actually talks about money a lot. In fact, he talks 
about it more than almost anything else. How we use 
our money—and how it uses us—was apparently of 
great importance to Jesus.  
 
But money shyness isn’t the only way we in the 
church have failed. We’ve also done a great 
disservice by making stewardship primarily about 
annual pledges.  
 
Stewardship is so much more. Stewardship is how 
we order our lives—every moment of every day—in 
service of God and God’s children.  
 
God has made us stewards—caregivers—of the two 
most precious things ever created by God: the 
world… and us.  
 
In the creation story in Genesis, God creates 
humanity as stewards of the earth.  
 
God also made us. The creation story tells us that 
God placed God’s own image in us. We are, in the 
words of Paul, “temples of the Holy Spirit.” Even 
these bodies are not our own. We are simply their 
caretakers.  
 
Stewardship, then, is nothing more than asking 
ourselves what we will do with the gifts—the time, 
resources, and bodies—we are granted. 
 
Last year, Westminster invited you to share your 
passions—the places in your life where God is 
actively bringing joy, meaning, and purpose. Now, 
we want to explore with you how we are going to be 
good stewards of these passions—not just during a 

stewardship campaign, but for many years to come. 
Our theme is “You are Christ’s hands.” 
 
It is based on a quote from Theresa of Avila: “Christ 
has no body but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks 
compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with 
which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands 
through which he blesses all the world.”  
 
If Westminster is Christ’s body, if you are Christ’s 
body, what are we called to do? How will we turn 
over our time, talents, money, and compassion to 
further Christ’s work? Will we give even more than 
we think we can afford to give—just as Christ gave 
more than any thought possible, gave even his life? 
 
By giving our money, we empower many hands to 
do God’s work. We feed the hungry at Salvation 
Army Miracle Kitchen and through Calvary Food 
Pantry. We power a building that provides a safe 
space for people struggling with addiction. We knit 
sensory mitts that bring alive the minds and hearts of 
people with dementia. We host the community-
transforming work of Auburn’s Human Rights 
Commission, NAACP, and Center for Dispute 
Settlement. We provide employment counseling to 
people out of work. We inspire and educate through 
the Children’s Worship Center, weekly Bible study, 
Sunday school, book groups, and adult forums. We 
bring people closer to God through worship, spiritual 
retreats, contemplative hikes, and women’s 
gatherings. We create homes for people through 
Habitat for Humanity.  
 
In just the last couple months, we gave out school 
supplies to 400 children; we helped a woman 
escaping abuse get the money she needed to move 
out of state; we gave out bus passes, Wegmans gift 
cards, and personal care items; we helped a man 
purchase the work boots he needed but could not 
afford for a new job; we started a county-wide 
conversation about refugee resettlement; we created 
a support group for people caring for aging parents 
and spouses; we trained new storytellers and greeters 
for the Children’s Worship Center; we welcomed 
new members; and we visited with the sick and the 
shut in.  
 
You are a part of this ministry. You make this 
possible. I ask you to consider, not just now, but in 
the many weeks, months, and years to come, how 
you can be a better steward of God’s gifts in your 
life. If Christ indeed has no body but ours, there’s 
not a second to waste. God’s love is waiting. I pray 
we will be good stewards of it.  

Giving Tree 
By Carolyn Hiza    
 

Christmas is just around the corner.  I know we haven't 
even celebrated Thanksgiving yet but we need to start 
preparing for our Christmas Giving Tree Families.  The 
Cayuga County Early Intervention staff is working on 
a list of families for us.  On Sunday, November 5 the 
tags will be on the Giving Tree in the narthex. 
 

l.   Select a tag 
2.  Purchase the present 
3. Wrap the present 
4.  Tie the 2-part tag to the present. (index card  
     needs to be returned for inventory purposes)  
5.  Return the present to the church by Dec. 3    
  

Thank you for helping with our Mission Project. 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Westminster Women 

The Westminster Women’s next 
meeting of 2017 will be held on 
November 9th at 7:00pm in the  
Social Room.  The program will 
include guest speaker Denise 
Pearsall who will talk about the 

health and spiritual benefits of oils.  Did you know that 
there are over 188 references made in the Bible to  
essential oils?  Denise will present a fun, fragrant, and 
informative program.  She says “bring your nose,  
Bible, and a friend”.  Come and join in for what is sure 
to be an interesting evening. 
 

Prayer Shawl Pantry 
By Monta Faye Tuxill 

The Westminster prayer shawl 
pantry needs re-stocking.  If 
you knit or crochet and would 
like to help re-stock the Prayer 
Shawl pantry it would be very 
much appreciated. We have a 
small supply of donated yarn 
and we also have patterns.  We just need willing  
volunteers.  If you are interested and need yarn or a 
pattern, please contact Monta Faye Tuxill. 
 

New Traffic Pattern! 
In order to address parking congestion in the church 
lot, we are implementing some big changes starting in 
November— 

*One way traffic from Court St to William St.  
*Parking by permit only; see Melanie for a permit 
*Drive-through pick-up for nursery school families 

Mission Co-Workers from  
Korea to visit Auburn on  
November 3  

As issues involving the 
United States and the 
Korean peninsula  
continue to grab media 
headlines our PC(USA) 
mission co-workers from 
South Korea are coming 
to Auburn to give a  
first-hand account of 
their ministries in these  
challenging times.   
 

Rev. Kurt Esslinger and Hyeyoung Lee will speak on 
Friday, November 3, 2017 from 7:00-8:30pm in the 
PERC (Presbyterian Event and Retreat Center) at the 
Case Mansion, 108 South Street. They are excellent 
interpreters of current events in Korea as well as the 
history of Korea, particularly concerning the role the 
U.S. played, and continues to play, in that history.   
 
In the Presbyterian Church (USA), “mission co-
workers” are commissioned to carry out God’s call for 
faithful and effective mission through the discipline of 
partnership, working alongside people in their own 
communities.  Kurt and Hyeyoung serve in Korea as 
part of the World Mission Ministry of the PC(USA) 
and at the invitation of the Presbyterian Church of  
Korea.  Kurt and Hyeyoung are the 2017 recipients  
of Westminster’s Peace and Global Witness Offering.   
 
Together, Kurt and Hyeyoung serve as Young Adult 
Volunteer (YAV) site coordinators in Daejeon,  
residing on the campus of Hannam University.  YAVs 
are young adults age 19-30 who offer “a year of  
service for a lifetime of change.” Hyeyoung also works 
with Hannam University’s Global Multicultural  
Leadership Program, which connects Hannam students 
and the YAVs with agencies working with immigrant 
populations in Daejeon. She also resources and  
supports women peace activists in Korea. 
 
Kurt’s main role currently is working with the National 
Council of Churches in Korea and their Reconciliation 
and Unification Department, which maintains a  
relationship with the Korean Christian Federation of 
North Korea and advocates for the respectful and 
peaceful reconciliation of the ongoing Korean conflict.  
Kurt and Hyeyoung are also active in the development 
of the PC(USA) Peace Network for Korea which 
strives to contribute to current efforts to reconcile the 
conflict on the Korean peninsula through peaceful 
means. 



Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 
 

The leaves are changing, crisp 
air is finally here, and WNS is 
busy having fun with 
scarecrows, pumpkins and 
turkeys for the month 
of November!  The students 
are learning all about what is 
means to be thankful and 
talking about all the colors the 
fall season brings. To go along 
with being thankful, the school 
will be learning about helping 

others, as they hold a Thanksgiving Food Drive all 
month long.  The donations collected will help fill 
baskets of food to those in need within the local 
community. To finish off the month, the students in all 
the classes will join together for a Thanksgiving 
"feast" before heading off to enjoy Thanksgiving 
break with their families.  
 

Have you been wishing for WNS apparel?  The school 
is currently holding an apparel sale with t-shirts, long 
sleeved t-shirts, sweatshirts and fleece jackets.  Order 
forms can be picked up in the church office hallway, 
and are due back by November 4th at the latest.  The 
cost of the items ranges from $7-$35, with payment 
being due with the order form.    
 

The Kidding Around Yoga 
session is in full swing, with 
the students learning 
stretches, poses, and 
breathing exercises---all the 
while jumping around with 
silly monkeys and fall 
friends.   
 
December brings lots of 
excitement as the students 

sing and practice fun holiday tunes for the 
annual Christmas Tea celebration.  This year it will be 
on December 15th at 9:30am.  Parents, families, and 
church members are welcome to join the students, in 
the sanctuary, as they share the joy the holiday season 
brings--through music. Light refreshments will be 
served afterwards.   
 
During this month, the school will continue on in their 
learning of helping others. WNS families will be able 
to help gather donations for families in need, as the 
school holds a "Christmas Elf" donation collection 
under the tree in the school hallway. Right before 
heading off on Christmas break, the students will also 
enjoy snacks, games and holiday fun within their 
classrooms.  
 
Stay tuned for a fundraiser coming up in January----
books full of coupons to use all year long!   More 
information to come! 

“Greetings from Uganda”  

By Beverly Miller 

September 16, 2017 began the new term at Uganda Martyrs High School in 
Kampala, the school now attended by Westminster’s “adopted” son Tony.  His 
Aunt Agnes (the “adopted” daughter of Beverly and Bob Miller), sent us the 
following report: 

“Dear Tony's Mums and dads.  I greet you all in the Mighty Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Hope you’re doing well and your respective families too. 
 
Thanks for the great work you’re doing to keep Tony in school.  The school opened 
for new term on Sunday 16th September 2017.  Thank you very much for helping 
Tony achieve a bright future.  My secondary headmaster had a slogan he used 
whenever he was addressing us at school.  He never missed telling us 
that  'Education is the best investment.’  So you students treasure your parents who 
pay for your school fees and do what brought you to school, you will never regret 
this in the future’".    

 
His words stuck on my minds and I came to realize the reality of his words when I grew up. Students who take 
their education seriously never regret this in life.  Thank you very much Westminster family for keeping Tony 
in school.  God bless you abundantly for your generosity and parental care and love. I wish all your  
school-going children SUCCESS in their education.  May the Almighty God bless the works of your hands.”  
 ~ Agnes, Aunt of Tony.   

Contemplative Hikes Nov. 18 
& December 9 
by Rev. Patrick D. Heery 
 

Whether you want to get outdoors, need a break from 
the commotion of life, or are feeling drained and 
disconnected, this hike is for you. Spending part of the 
hike in silence and part in conversation, we'll find 
renewal as we become more mindful of our bodies, our 
thoughts, and the soil beneath our feet. Together, we 
will reconnect with God, listening for what poet 
Wendell Berry calls "bird song in the quiet." 
 
A parallel children's program is available upon request. 
 
On Saturday, November 18, from 10 am to 12 pm, in 
partnership with the women's spirituality group 
Refresh, we will hike at the beautiful Baltimore Woods 
Nature Center in Marcellus (4007 Bishop Hill Road). 
It's about 25 minutes from Auburn. Learn more about 
the park: www.baltimorewoods.org.   
 
On Saturday, December 9, from 10 am to 12 pm, we 
will take a special Advent hike close to home, walking 
along the Auburn-Fleming Trail, a 3 mile out-and-back 
wooded trail. Together, we will anticipate the coming 
of God into our lives once again.  
 
Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. 
 
The November hike will be easy to moderate in 
difficulty; the December hike will be easy. Both will 
include dirt paths. RSVP is required. Please speak with 
me in advance (pastor@westminsterauburn.org,  
315-253-3331). Detailed information will then be 
provided.  

Wednesday Noon Study  

by Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

In November and December, we will continue our 
series on Jesus' Beatitudes, based on James C. 
Howell's book The Beatitudes for Today. With the 
guidance of Howell, we will consider each of Jesus' 
well-known phrases in the Gospel of Matthew and 
creatively apply Jesus' teachings to our contemporary 
world and Christian lives. 
 
Please join us even if you haven't participated in the 
earlier discussions. We meet in the conference room of 
the Education Building on Wednesdays at noon. Feel 
free to bring a lunch! 

What do you understand of 
the Beatitudes? 
By Sue Hemingway 

 

"What do the 
Beatitudes say to 
you?" Patrick 
asked the 14 
people gathered 
for the first 
Wednesday 
Noon Study of 
the Sermon on 
the Mount. 
"Jesus wants to 

see these values applied to our world today." Pastor 
chose The Beatitudes for Today by James C. Howell to 
foster discussion. "But this book offers just one 
perspective," he said. "I invite you to disagree." 
 

Everyone is invited to join in this friendly, informal 
Westminster study group which meets Wednesdays at 
noon. It is hoped that this study will help us better 
practice the Beatitudes in our daily lives.  
 

While Christians may have accepted Jesus’ message 
about loving God and neighbor, many uncertainties 
remain. The class does not shy away from wrestling 
with difficult questions. The discussion group has 
grappled with the legacy of a prosperity gospel that 
equates material wellbeing with God’s blessing, and 
which appears to be contradicted by Jesus’ Beatitudes. 
One question centered on our understanding of the 
cross and suffering: Do the Beatitudes simply predict 
suffering and reassure us of God’s presence, or do they 
glorify suffering, even making it redemptive? “What 
saves us?” Patrick asked. “Is it the cross or the 
resurrection? Is it suffering or the defeat of suffering?” 
 

The group has also wrestled with the historical 
misinterpretations of the text, including its use to 
justify oppression, even slavery. “Misreading the 
Beatitudes is abusing and twisting the words of Jesus,” 
said Patrick.  
 

Much of the discussion has hinged on an exploration 
of contemporary values and “blessings.” Those values 
appear to be very different from those shared by Jesus. 
Whereas our culture may say, “Blessed are those who 
pursue power,” or “Blessed are those who own nice 
things,” or “Blessed are the most attractive,” Jesus 
says, “Blessed are the meek” and “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit.”  
 

It seems we have to change a few of our values as we 
try to capture the revolutionary values of the 
Beatitudes.  

http://www.baltimorewoods.org
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331


Deacons Brunch  

On Sunday, December 3rd the annual Deacons Brunch 
will be held in the Great Hall following worship. Please 
plan on joining us for a delicious brunch prepared and 
served by Westminster Deacons. 
 

Mark your calendars, this is a special way to begin the 
Advent season with your Westminster Family. We look 
forward to seeing you on December 3rd.  
 

Chapel Keyboard Dedication 
Due to the overwhelming success 
of our Donate-a-Key campaign, 
all 88 keys of our new electronic 
keyboard have been designated in 
honor or in memory of 55 
different music teachers, 
organists, choir directors, choral 

singers, and more. Thank you to all who gave so 
generously to fund the purchase of this state-of-the-art 
instrument, a bench, and amplifier. 
 
The keyboard will be dedicated in the Chapel on 
Sunday, December 17, (following the worship service) 
with a short concert of Christmas selections performed 
by Lori Rhodes-Pettit and guest artist Ben Morabito.  

 

Christmas Worship 

Two worship services on Sunday, December 24, 
celebrate the birth of Jesus: 

December 24 - 4th Sunday of Advent Service 9:30am 
The morning worship service will include a multi-
generational traditional Christmas pageant. 

December 24 - Candlelight Service - 7:00pm 
A traditional candlelight service with carols, special 
music, readings, sermon, and candlelight. 

December 31 - Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
During the 9:30am worship service we will hear the 
Christmas story in a series of Old and New Testament 
readings, carols, and special music. 
 

Calling All Ringers and 
Singers 

Rehearsals for the Westminster 
Handbell Choir will resume on 
November 1st at 6:30-7:30 pm. 
Lori Rhodes-Pettit invites all 
those interested in ringing 
handbells or in singing in the vocal choir (which 
rehearses from 7:30-9:00 pm) to join us on Wednesday 
evenings. Both choirs will be working on selections for 
upcoming Sundays, including special music for Advent 
and Christmas. 

Education Hour 

Westminster believes that spiritual growth is a lifelong 
endeavor, and offers opportunities for all ages to grow 
in their faith.  
 
Children in grades 1-6 are invited to join Jill Fandrich 
and Audrey McNally in the Junior Room of the 
Education Building after worship for a fun-filled hour 
of music, games, crafts and Bible lessons. Lessons 
follow the readings in the Revised Common Lectionary, 
and are often geared to the same readings heard in 
worship. The kids are learning worship skills by using 
their bibles and hymnals, and also are very proficient in 
understanding the Order of Worship. 
 
Adult Forums continue in November with the last two 
programs in a 5-part series on Immigration and 
Refugees. Pull up a chair in the Social Room following 
worship and fellowship time. Child care is available for 
children too young for Sunday School.  
 
November 5:  All Saints’ Day. No Forum. 
 

November 12:  Jim Janish, who is in charge of the 
Guatemala crew at Ted O’Hara’s farms, and a 
Guatemalan family will share the experiences of 
farmers and immigrant farm workers. 
 

November 19: Chr is Patch will present the work 
that Catholic Charities does with refugees. 

November 26: No Forum because of Thanksgiving 
weekend.  

December 3: Deacon’s Brunch. No Forum. 

December 10: No Forum. 

December 17: Dedication of new Chapel keyboard. 

December 24: No Forum, Chr istmas Eve. 

December 31: No Forum, New Year ’s Eve. 
 

Christmas Eve at Salvation 
Army  

Celebrate Christmas Eve afternoon at the Salvation 
Army Miracle Kitchen by cooking, serving and singing 
with our many guests. With plans still underway, we 
anticipate starting to cook and set tables about 1:00 pm 
and serving the extra special dinner at 3:30. We are 
looking for a piano player for great ambiance and carol 
singing.  There will be gift bags for each guest which 
will need to be filled earlier in December. This is your 
last chance in 2017 to get in on the fun and follow your 
heart and passion! Plan ahead for 2018 and “Be God’s 
Hands “ on April 22, July 22, September 23 and 
December 23. What a perfect gift to celebrate Christmas 
with our guests at the Salvation Army. Call Susan 
Marteney (315.252.7141) to join the fun.  

Advent: A Time of Waiting 

Advent is a time of waiting. The word itself comes 
from the Latin word “adventus,” meaning “coming.” 
During the four weeks leading up to Christmas, we 
observe the season of Advent, a time for quiet 
reflection as we await the coming of Jesus Christ, 
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.  
 
Each worship service will begin with the presentation 
of a banner— visual representations of the Prophecy, 
Annunciation, Mary, Shepherds, and Christ the King— 
and the lighting of candles on the Advent wreath, with 
the Christ candle being lit on Christmas Eve.  
 
The four Sundays 
of Advent will 
also begin with 
intergenerational 
“mini-dramas” 
which help the 
story unfold each 
week. A 
Westminster 
tradition during 
the Sundays of 
Advent, the Advent mini-dramas consist of four short 
installments of the Christmas story, beginning with the 
prophecies of Isaiah and culminating with the Nativity 
scene. Each week, Westminster participants as young 
as Baby Jesus and as old as the Magi join the hymn 
processional and re-enact a scene from the Christmas 
story during the Advent candle-lighting portion of the 
worship service.   
 
Please join us for the Sundays in Advent, to prepare 
your heart and mind for the coming of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, God Incarnate.   
 

Worship Center 

Eleven people completed 
Children and Worship training 
in October, and are excited 
about sharing God's stories with 
our youngest members in the 
Children's Worship Center, and 
also with other populations, like 
seniors in adult home and 
assisted living settings. Thank 
you to Audrey McNally, 
Annette Bell, Andrea Creighton, 
Patrick Heery, Jenna Heery, 

Annie Runkle, Ann Wiley, Jill Fandrich, Sarah Trapani, 
Shavonn Lynch, and Olivia Fiore for devoting a Friday 
night and Saturday to learning and growing faith. The 
training was led by Geania Lasda, a certified Children 
and Worship trainer from Syracuse.  

Coat Tree 
Inspired by the success of 
the Little Free Library and 
the Personal Care Pantry, 
the Mission and 
Stewardship Committee 
has created a Coat Tree in 
the hall way of the 

Education Building to provide coats, gloves, and 
scarves to walk-ins or those in need of warm winter 
clothes. If you have a gently used, clean coat (adult or 
children), please bring it to the coat rack and place 
other items in the appropriate boxes.  

Christmas Joy Offering 
The Christmas Joy Offering is traditionally received 
during the Advent Season.  A gift to the Christmas Joy 
Offering helps provide financial assistance to current 
and former church workers and their families in times 
for need and also equips future  leaders through 
leadership development and education at Presbyterian-
related ethnic colleges and schools. 
 
Rooted in a nearly 300-year-old tradition, the 
Assistance Program embodies the connectional Church 
at its best.  As the Assistance Program relies on 
voluntary gifts, legacies, endowments, and one-half of 
the Christmas Joy Offering for its funding, it provides a 
way for caring Presbyterians to support those who serve 
the Church during their times of need, beyond the scope 
of the Benefits Plan. 
 
In Racial Ethnic Leadership Development, we help 
plan, coordinate, and promote racial ethnic and 
women’s leadership institutes.  Leadership institutes 
identify, equip and connect racial ethnic women and 
men who are teaching and ruling elders, with leadership 
opportunities in the Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.).  
This ministry also strengthens and nurtures the gifts of 
racial ethnic leaders and inspires them to greater 
leadership roles in congregations, mid councils, and in 
General assembly agencies. 
 

New members  
 

Westminster 
recently 
welcomed four 
new members 
to the 
congregation: 

  

Dustin and 
Cori Mills, 
Ann Wiley, 
and Beth 
Loomis! 


