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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life journey. In 
faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the 

life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, 
and economic status into full participation in our faith community. We value questions as much as answers. We 
encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Meet Chris Patch!  
Christopher Patch is our new Children 
and Youth Ministry Coordinator. He 
says, “I am very excited to begin  
serving in this newly created position. 
For those who may not know me, Kim, 
my wife, and I moved to the Auburn 
along with our three daughters, Monica, 

Alexandra and Lucianna a little over 11 years ago from 
the Binghamton area. We began attending Westminster 
about a year and a half ago and officially became 
members just a few months ago. We knew, however, 
from the very first service we attended that we had 
found a new church home and family. Professionally, I 
have worked as a restaurant manager and chef, but 
since moving to Auburn I have primarily worked in 
education and project management. Educationally, I 
have a Masters degree in Theology from Northeastern 
Seminary in Rochester. I have also led many formal 
and informal small groups and workshops for both 
adults and youth. My goal is to help create new  
opportunities for the children and youth of  
Westminster that offer fellowship, spiritual growth, 
and theological education. I look forward to serving the 
children and youth in our congregation, as well as their 
parents in anyway I can be of assistance.” 

Meet Noel Lardeo! 
Noel Lardeo is our new  
Worship Center Leader and  
Storyteller.  She says,  “I'm 
so thankful and excited to be 
joining Westminster Church 
as the Storyteller and  
Worship Center Leader.  I 
love children and helping 
them grow closer to the 
Lord.  I earned my Bachelor's 
Degree from Buffalo State 
College in Elementary  
Education.  I moved to Las 

Vegas, Nevada after graduating where I first taught  
pre-school, then with their school District for several 
years.  I returned to New York this past February in 
order to be closer to family. Here in Auburn I've 
worked as the Assistant Director at the after school 
program at Genesee Elementary School, as a Park  
Director for the city playgrounds, with the YMCA 
summer program, and with Freedom Camp; a summer 
camp for children with disabilities.  I'm looking  
forward to all this position has to hold and have  
already felt so blessed and welcomed by the  
congregation.” 

Rally Day!  
September 9 is the day we begin the program year 
anew, complete with Patrick's return from Family 
Leave, the choir's return from summer hiatus, the 
annual church family photo, and an all-church picnic 
following worship. Jill Fandrich will take this year's 
group photo following 9:30am worship, and the picnic 
is provided by the Membership, Worship, and 
Christian Ed committees. You don't need to bring 
anything other than your smiling faces!  
 

It will also be "Invite a Friend" Sunday, so think about 
someone you know who would enjoy what you enjoy 
about Westminster. We've been talking all summer 
about how we share our faith in natural and authentic 
ways, and we hope that you are inspired to issue an 
invitation to a friend, family member, co-worker, or 
acquaintance to come to Westminster on Rally Day or 
any Sunday.  

What Presbyterians Believe 
If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to be Presbyterian and how to become a 
member of Westminster Church, then please join us on 
October 14 and 21, after worship for a New Members 
Class. All are invited to attend these forums led by 
Rev. Patrick Heery and members of the Membership/
Evangelism committee. 
 

This is a great opportunity to brush up on church 
polity, discuss the meaning of living in grace, and 
discover how you have been called to practice your 
faith. Whether you intend to become an official 
member of Westminster or just prefer to learn more 
about all things Presbyterian, these forums are for you. 
The entire congregation is welcome to attend. 

Child care will be provided. Meet in the social room 
following worship and direct any questions to Linda 
Mackay (Membership) or Pastor Patrick. 

Harvest Dinner and  
a Baby Shower 

Let's all gather on Saturday 
evening, October 27 at 5:00pm in 
the Great Hall for an evening of 
fun, fellowship, food and 
celebration as we shower Patrick 
and Jenna’s “little Pumpkin,” 

Emerson David Liam Heery. 

Bring your favorite fall dish to pass; the cake and 
beverages will be provided. Emerson has a baby registry 
on Amazon.com. For those who wish to contribute to a 
gift, please talk with Linda Mackay or Penny Adams.  

The evening will be filled with love, laughter and most 
likely a baby shower game or two. 

As our harvest dinner tradition continues, we will also 
dedicate part of the evening to exploring the meaning of 
our Stewardship theme. This year we will discuss how 
to use our eyes to do God’s work, what visions do we 
collectively or individually value that will embrace the 
life of Christ. 
 

Traffic and Parking 
Construction proceeds on the new regional welcome 
center being built across the street from the church. The 
city has created a 4-way stop intersection and pedestrian 
walkways in front of the church to make vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic safer. Please be aware of the changes 
around the church. To ease traffic congestion on 
weekdays, enter the church parking lot from Court 
Street and exit onto William Street. The traffic patterns 
have been changing on a regular basis to allow for 
construction to proceed so follow signs carefully. 
Church members may use the church parking lot during 
the week when attending a church program or on church 
business. Permits are available from Melanie.  
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Bring a friend to church  
on Rally Sunday, and tell 
your story! 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

We have planned a very special Rally 
Sunday for September 9, and we 
encourage you to be part of a  
church-wide campaign to invite one 
friend (or family) to worship and eat with 
us that day! I’ll be preaching on the 
future of the church and what people 
today want—and don’t want—in a 
worshiping community (hint: it’s not 

what popular culture would have you believe). And 
when better to invite someone to church than a casual, 
fun picnic outside?  
 
Now, you might be wondering how you’re ever going to 
work up the courage to invite someone TO CHURCH—
or how exactly you’re supposed to do that. That’s why 
we’ve planned multiple Minutes for Evangelism this 
summer during worship. It’s also why we’ve planned an 
adult forum on August 26 with practical tips.  
 
I recommend emphasizing the picnic, the welcoming 
nature of Westminster, and how much it would mean to 
you. I also recommend explaining what it is about God, 
and Westminster, that you love so much. 
 
A good invitation involves a story. Your story. 
Something short, personal, and honest.  
 
That’s how the Christian church began—by telling a 
story on Pentecost. A story of a God whose heart ached 
so much for us that God became one of us, suffered with 
us, stood up for the hurting and the oppressed, showed 
us a different way to live, to love, and then conquered 
death for us, conquered everything that separates the 
divine and the human, till there is only God, only love, 
only Christ resurrected.  
 
To be a witness is to tell this story. Not just as it is 
written in the Bible, but also as we have experienced it.  
 
To be a witness is to be a storyteller. 
 
For instance, I could talk about how I chose to become a 
Presbyterian because, as I grew up in the church, I 
wasn’t treated like an empty vessel to be filled with 
doctrines; I was treated like a vessel of God, with my 
own ideas and experiences of the divine, my own 
capacity to read and know Scripture, my own passions 
for serving God in the community. In my confirmation 
class, we talked about real-life questions and respected 
divergent viewpoints. They even encouraged us to try 

out other worshiping communities. I knew then that I 
wanted to be a part of a church that valued my mind and 
my relationship with God so deeply that they would risk 
even my departure if it meant authenticity in my faith.  
 
Or, I could talk about how the church and Boy Scouts 
helped a little boy with a speech impediment and a 
terrible shyness discover his voice and a calling to 
ministry—how they believed in me when few others did. 
 
Or, I could talk about how the Westminster church 
family rallied around Jenna and me when we needed you 
most, loving us through our darkest hour last year when 
we lost Ezra and Leo.  
 
Or, I could talk about the God whom I met in the woods 
and in birdsong, in the connectedness of creation and the 
change of the seasons—and how we as a church go to 
the woods every month to meet God there again.  
 
Or, I could talk about the child from a low-income 
family, who had never been to church before, hearing at 
Westminster about the importance of sharing, and 
afterwards giving away his only dollar to a homeless 
man. That story comes from Scout Sunday and Aaron 
Creighton. 
 
Or, I could talk about how I love belonging to a church 
that found housing and living wages for two immigrant 
Guatemalan families with five children, or that 
volunteers at the Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen, or 
that ministers with the incarcerated, or that isn’t afraid to 
talk about grief and doubt and hosts a Longest Night 
service every Advent, or that delves beneath the surface 
of Scripture to wrestle with its complex truths.   
 
It’s our stories that will awaken faith. Not Presbyterian 
jargon. Not canned, corny speeches. But simple, 
authentic accounts of God in our lives. A story only 
we—in all the world—could tell.  
 
What is your story? What have you seen, and 
experienced, and learned of God?  
 
Your story may be more powerful than you realize. It is 
a record of God. And remember that with a word God 
created the world. With a true word, a true story, just 
imagine what you could do. 

 

 

REACH 
This fall, Westminster launches a new 
program called REACH which is  
committed to the dream of an education that 
awakens the faith, imagination, moral  
capacity, and intelligence of our children and youth. 
REACH stands for Relate, Explore, Act, Care, Help. 
 

The Christian Education Committee has been working 
for two years to bring this dream to a reality. First, we 
developed a mission:  

Westminster’s vision for children and youth  
ministry is transformative love: 

A place that welcomes all children and youth  
and empowers diversity 

A life journey in which all generations collaborate 
to nourish faith, raise up leaders, and meet the needs 
of the community 

A chance to wonder by asking big questions and  
exploring faith through motor- sensory experiences 
of nature and the arts 

A modern spiritual practice involving the whole 
community 

Then, we developed a job description for someone to 
coordinate this endeavor. The job description has been 
approved by Session. A grant application was submitted 
to the Synod, which resulted in a start-up grant in the 
amount of $10,000 for the current year. Finally, the job 
was posted, interviews were conducted, and Chris Patch 
was hired as our Children and Youth Ministry  
Coordinator. He started August 20 and will be working 
20 hours per week for the entire year. 
 

Developing a vibrant children and youth ministry  
became a priority for Westminster through the Mission 
Study that was completed before we hired Patrick as our 
new pastor and through the meet and greet sessions that 
were held when he first came to Westminster. 
 

We at Westminster can be proud of the work that has 
gone into making this dream come to life. Now, we 
must uphold this new ministry in prayer and lend our 
support to see that the dream becomes reality.  

Thank you! 
 

The Worship Committee acknowledges all of our  
summer substitute worship leaders who provided  
meaningful and spirit-filled worship experiences during  
Pastor Patrick's family care leave. Attendance was  
excellent and the varied messages/styles were greatly 
appreciated by the congregation. Thank you to: Audrey 
McNally, Rev. Janet Newman, Shavonn Lynch, Kim 
Patch, Rev. Nancy Bidlespacher, and Rev. Larry Bell. 
We also thank organist Toni Sullivan for filling in for 
Lori Rhodes Pettit on Aug. 12 and 19. 

Fall Worship Highlights 
 

Sept. 2 -   Outdoor Worship, Communion, Rev. Larry                  
      Bell preaching 
Sept. 9 -   Rally Day, Rev. Patrick Heery returns to the  
      pulpit 
Sept. 16 - Bible presentation to 3rd grade and older     
                 youth 
Sept. 30 - Westminster Nursery School Celebration 
Oct. 7 -    World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 14 -   Election of officers following worship 
Oct. 28 -   Reformation Sunday with bagpipes,  
                 Communion 
 

                  (Days not highlighted are "ordinary" Sundays) 
 

Westminster Nursery School 
Celebration and Reception, 
September 30 
After 66 years, Westminster Nursery School has  
announced its closing with great sadness and heavy 
hearts.  During these many years, the Nursery School 
has had a great impact on the lives of young children 
and families in Auburn. Throughout the years, the 
mission of the Nursery School has been “to provide a 
quality preschool experience where a child can develop 
in an atmosphere of caring and compassion, and with a 
curriculum grounded in Christian values and positive 
character growth.” (Westminster Nursery School  
bylaws) Westminster plans to celebrate the long history 
of the Nursery School by dedicating the worship service 
on September 30 to Nursery School board members, 
directors, teachers, and students. Please join us as we 
hear from some of those who have been involved over 
the years. A reception will follow in the Social Room 
after the service. Many thanks to Tracy Blair, who has 
directed WNS with passion, devotion, and creativity. 
Also the amazing church members who have served on 
the WNS board and have fought for WNS with love:  
Marilyn Durbin-Lavin, Judy Foresman, and Elizabeth 
Verdi.  Please pray for the staff, families and board of 
the school. 

WNS Keepsake Shirts 
 

If you have fond memories of the Nursery 
School, you might wish you could have a 
keepsake as a concrete reminder.  
Westminster is offering  both long and 
short sleeved t-shirts for sale at cost. They 
will have the teddy bear logo. If you 
would like one, order forms are available 
in the Narthex of the church and in the 

church office. Please complete the order form by  
September 9. If you have a WNS t-shirt, it would be 
wonderful if you could wear it on the WNS celebration 
on September 30. 



Fall Forums 
The first two Forums of the fall are a mini-series on 
How to Be an Inclusive and Welcoming Church:  
“Relating to people who are physically, mentally,  
emotionally or socially different from us.” 

Sept. 16: Seth Molloy, an Auburn school teacher  and 
Scout Leader, will lead a combined children and adult 
Forum on this topic. 

Sept. 23: Jean Winne, from Unity House, will lead 
an adults only session on the topic. 

Sept 30: Westminster  Nursery School Celebration 
and Reception. There will be no Forum. 

Oct. 7: On World Communion Sunday, Roger   
Dilmore will bring us up to date on immigration and 
refugee issues. 

Oct. 14 and 21: Linda Mackay will lead two sessions 
on “What it means to be a member of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.” These sessions are for anyone 
considering membership as well as for all current  
members. 

Oct. 28: Rev. Patr ick Heery and J ill Fandr ich will 
continue the discussion of “What it means to be a  
member of Westminster Presbyterian Church” with a 
special focus on being an officer. All are invited to  
attend, but elders and deacons are required to attend. 

Children’s Sunday School 
There are many exciting changes this fall in our  
children’s Sunday school program.  The students have 
been diligent in learning hand chimes with Audrey 
McNally, so we are exploring the opportunity for them 
to take on more challenging material this year. 
The children will meet in the Junior Room and be  
divided into two groups. Children in grades K through 3 
will be taught by Andrea and Aaron Creighton, and 
children in grades 4 and higher will be taught by Chris 
Patch. A third adult will assist with both classes as 
needed. A new updated curriculum will also be  
provided with engaging new lessons and activities.  

Rally Day, September 9 

On Rally Day, we 
kick off the new 
program year with 
many exciting  
changes in  
Christian  

Education. We ask that the parents, guardians, or  
caretakers of all children arrive 15 minutes early on 
September 9 to complete the Sunday School Registra-
tion Form. The Christian Education Committee would 
like to make a concentrated effort to do a better job at 
record keeping.  

Bible Presentations 

It is the custom at Westminster to present 
adult Bibles to all children entering third 
grade and all new children in higher 
grades. It is an important milestone in a 
child’s life when they begin to take part 
fully in adult worship in the sanctuary. This year’s 
presentation will be on September 16, with Mia Hunter, 
Macie MacKay, Zach Moffett, Braden Patterson, and 
Lucianna Patch receiving Bibles. 

On September 23, the children of new families will  
receive Children of God Storybook Bible by Desmond 
Tutu. New siblings of children who have been attending 
the Worship Center will receive A Child’s Book of 
Prayers by Concordia Publishing House. This  
presentation will be conducted in the Worship Center 
following worship. 

Exciting Changes in our  
children’s programs 
Nursery Care: 
Chelsea Cater and Elena Thomas will continue  
providing loving and professional child care to infants 
and children under the age of 3 every Sunday in the  
Social Room during worship and in the Worship Center 
during the Education Hour. A new feature this year is 
the ability to monitor what is happening with nursery 
care without entering the Social Room. A web cam is 
installed in the Social Room and a monitor is stationed 
in the Narthex so parents who are concerned about the 
little ones can view what is happening without entering. 
If a child is having problems during nursery care, Elena 
or Chelsea will get the parent in worship. In this way, 
Chelsea and Elena hope to avoid distractions to the  
children under their care. 

Worship Center: 
The Worship Center will once again be open starting on 
Rally Day, September 9. Annette Bell will orient the 
children to the Worship Center and tell the story  “The 
Light,” based on John 8:12, with Jill Fandrich and Noel 
Lardeo as greeter. Storyteller Noel Lardeo will share 
the following stories in September and October: 

Sept 16: The Good Shepherd (Psalm 23) 

Sept 23: The Good Shepherd and the Lost Sheep  
               (Psalm 23 and John 10) 

Sept 30: Creation (Genesis 1:1-23) 

Oct 7:    Noah (Genesis 6:9-9:29) 

Oct 14:  Abram and Sarai (Genesis 12 and 13) 

Oct 21:  Exodus (Exodus 1:1-15:21) 

Oct 28:  The Ten Best Ways to Live (Exodus 19-20  
    and Deuteronomy 6:4-6) 

Introducing Emerson  
David Liam Heery 

A special note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

Jenna and I are happy to 
introduce you to our son, 
Emerson! In the last 
newsletter, I couldn't 
publicly share any names or 
photos out of respect for the 
birth mother's decision-
making process, but we are 
proud to announce that she 
has made her choice, and 
we can now shout from the 
rooftops our new family—
all made possible by her 
courage and love. The 
adoption won't actually be 

finalized for another several months, but for all intents 
and purposes, he's now our son.   
 
Emerson takes his 
name from Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, the 
Transcendentalist 
philosopher of 
nature, soul, 
passion, and 
intuition who 
showed me that I 
was not alone and 
who set my mind on 
fire. Emerson was also a father who grieved the death of 
his son.  
 
He takes his middle name David from my middle name 
and my father's name, and of course from the Bible. His 
second middle name, Liam, was given to him by his 
birth mother, and while we’ve decided it was a little too 
close to Leo, we’ve kept it in his name so she and he 
always have that connection.  
 
We figure royalty have more than three names, so why 
shouldn't our little prince? 

Contemplative hikes 
September 22 and October 27 

Join us for a time of renewal in the beauty of God's 
creation as we reconnect, in prayerful silence and 
conversation, with our spirits and the Spirit of our 
Maker.  
 
On Saturday, September 22, from 
10am to 12pm, we will hike at Beaver 
Lake Nature Center (8477 East Mud 
Lake Road, Baldwinsville, NY 
13027). It's about a 40 minute drive 
from Auburn. This is a fairly flat and 
easy hike. Learn more about this park: 
www.onondagacountyparks.com/
parks/beaver-lake-nature-center. 
Please note the $4 car entrance fee.  

 
On Saturday, October 27, from 
10am to 12pm, we will take a 
special All-Saints-themed hike 
at Fort Hill Cemetery in 
Auburn. We will walk in 
memory of loved ones who 
have died and joined that great 

communion of saints (whom we will remember and 
celebrate in worship on November 4). As the name 
suggests, Fort Hill does involve some steep incline.  
 
Please speak with Patrick in advance 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided. 
 

Wednesday Noon Study  
is back! 

 

Beginning September 12, at noon, you 
will have the chance to go deeper in 
your spiritual journey, every 
Wednesday. The Wednesday-noon 
conversation and Bible study group 
will meet in the conference room of the 
Education Building. Join us over your 

lunch hour as we talk about how Scripture and faith 
relate to our everyday living and current events. Feel 
free to brown bag your lunch. 
 
In September, we will begin a series on Jesus' 
parables—those mysterious teachings that are so central 
to our faith, so memorable, so life-changing, and yet so 
hard to understand. We'll discuss individual parables 
and explore their historical, literary, theological, and 
socio-political dimensions and various meanings. We'll 
also learn about different theories on how we should 
interpret, relate to, and live out Jesus' parables.   

http://www.onondagacountyparks.com/parks/beaver-lake-nature-center
http://www.onondagacountyparks.com/parks/beaver-lake-nature-center
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331


Peace and Global  

Witness Offering  
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is received 
during the Season Of Peace, which ends on World 
Communion Sunday.  A gift to the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering enables the church to promote the 
peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across 
the world.  Individual congregations are encouraged to 
utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the 
global witness of Christ’s peace.  Mid councils retain an 
additional 25% for ministries of peace and 
reconciliation.  The remaining 50% is used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and 
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and 
Christian witness.  Your contributions will be used 
locally to support the Q Center for LGBTQ  youth and 
their families in the Auburn area, whose monthly 
meetings are supported and housed at Westminster. 
  
The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be received 
on  October 7.  Please give as generously as you can. 
 

September Loose Change 
Christmas is Coming! 
 

Yes, it is that time of year again to 
start thinking about Westminster's 
Giving Tree Project.  The tree, lights 
and gift tags will not appear until 
November but the loose change 
collection for this project is in 
September.  The money donated at 
that time will be used to purchase 
grocery gift cards so our families can 
have an extra special holiday feast 
with their family.  Please remember 
all the special items your family 
cooks for the holidays and give 
generously so our Giving Tree 
families can make some happy memories  
of Christmas 2018. 
 

Sunday Social Hour 

The Deacons would like 
to thank Westminster 
members who so 
willingly host coffee 
hour after services on 
Sunday. Without your 
support it would not be 
possible. There is a 
signup sheet on the 
table; Sign up to host a 
coffee hour this fall!  

October Loose Change 
The mission of Deacons is to 
provide an organized way of 
bringing the love of Jesus 
Christ to the church and the 
community. One of the ways 
the Deacons of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church support 
our community is providing 
Thanksgiving meals for 
those in need. 

Every month, the loose change in the Sunday offering 
plates is designated for a particular cause. In October the 
loose offerings support the Deacons’ Thanksgiving 
basket project. Loose offerings and other donations will 
be used to purchase complete Thanksgiving meals 
through Calvary Food Pantry. A complete meal 
purchased by the Food Bank is $41.00. The October 
collection allows the Food Pantry to purchase food items 
through the CNY Food Bank, which means many more 
meals can be distributed than by donating actual cans or 
boxes of food. 

Thank you in advance for supporting this worthwhile 
project. 

Cooking at the Salvation Army 
Westminster will host The 
Miracle Kitchen at the 
Salvation Army on Sunday, 
September 23 from 1 – 4 pm. 
Table setting, chopping, 
cooking, baking, service and 
clean up are the actions of the 
day. There are usually about 80 
friends who attend. Anne 
Malvaso will be the meal 

coordinator for the day. Please contact Anne by 
September 16 to sign up to be part of the team. 

We will be back at The Miracle Kitchen on Sunday, 
December 23 from 1 – 4 pm. This will be a special 
dinner for our guests and will include Christmas table 
decorations and a more elaborate meal. We would  love 
to have a piano player offer carols during the meal. 
There will also be a Holiday Store with socks, hats, 
gloves/mittens and personal care items (shampoo, soaps, 
razors, deodorant and such). If you would like to donate 
items or join the Cooking Team, contact Susan 
Marteney by December 16. 

Susan will also be “retiring” from managing the 
Westminster dinners for The Miracle Kitchen as of 
January 1, 2019. If you would like to take on this 
personal mission developing the menu, shopping for 
food, lining up volunteers and running the show for the 
afternoon, please see Susan soon.  

Book Group 

The Book Group will meet the third Thursday at 
7:00pm in the Social Room in Sept., Oct., Nov., and 
beginning again in March. The group has chosen the 
following books: 

September 20, Three Daughters of Eve by Elif Shafak; 
Leader: Sue Ahner   
 

October 18, From Tavern to Temple by Robert Ayers 
(history of St. Peter’s  Auburn); Leader: Bourke 
Kennedy  
 

November 15, My Search for the Ghosts of Flight 401 
by Elizabeth Fuller; Leader: Tina Barry 
 

March 21, Seek ing a  Better Country by D.G. Har t 
and John R. Muether; Leader: Ann Wiley 
 

Elder Care  
Conversation Circle 
Are you concerned that 
your parents aren’t safe 
in their home anymore? 
Are you overwhelmed 
with helping with meals, 
medicines, hygiene, 
appointments? 
Are you confused about 
the services available to 
help you help them? 
Are you “parenting  your parents”?  
Come talk with others who are on this same journey at 
the Elder Care Conversation Circle, which meets  on 
the last Tuesday of each month for conversation, 
sharing, and support. The Elder Care Conversation 
Circle meets September 25, October 30, November 27, 
and December 18 at 7pm in the social room of 
Westminster Church. Sessions include general sharing 
and listening, and occasional outside speakers on 
topics of concern to the group. Conversation is 
facilitated by Susan Marteney and Jill Fandrich.  
 

Calling all Ringers  
and Singers! 
 

Vocal choir will 
resume rehearsals 
on Wednesday,  
September 12, 
while the 
Handbell Choir 
will resume on 
Wednesday, September 19. The Handbell Choir 
rehearses from 6:30-7:30pm and the vocal choir 
rehearses from 7:30-9pm every Wednesday evening 
(except October 31) in the second floor choir room. 
Both choirs welcome new members! 

Westminster Women 

Westminster Women will meet on Tuesday, September 
18th at 12 noon at the Owasco Yacht Club for their fall 
potluck luncheon. All those attending are asked to 
bring a dish to pass, their own table service and 
beverage.  Carpooling is suggested. 
 

In October the ladies will gather for lunch on Tuesday, 
October 16th at 11:45 noon at the New Hope Mills 
Restaurant.  After lunch, they will carpool out to the 
Weedsport Presbyterian Church view the 12 stained 
glass windows  and learn the story that each window 
depicts. Additional information will be provided 
through email and the church bulletins. 
 

Refresh 
Refresh will be exploring 
women of the New 
Testament this year.  The 
group will continue to meet 
on the third Saturday of 
each month at 10:00am in 
the Social Room of the 
Church.  Refresh is open to 
women of all ages. 
 

Ray of Hope for Bereaved 
Parents 
By Lindsey Large 
 

After Lindsey experienced two 
pregnancy losses in the first trimester 
she realized our community has a 
serious lack of resources for families 
who have experienced pregnancy 
loss and/ or stillbirth. This led 
Lindsey to start a group called Ray 
Of Hope For Bereaved Parents. The 
group will provide both online 
support through their Facebook page 
as well as face-to-face group 
meetings to offer support for those 
grieving pregnancy and infant loss. 

The meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
with Jenna Heery facilitating. Jenna is a trained grief 
counselor and also has personal experience with 
pregnancy and infant loss. Patrick and Jenna have 
endured the unfortunate heartache of four miscarriages 
as well as the tragic loss of their twin sons being born 
still.  We understand how great the need is for support 
in such a difficult time when not everyone understands 
such a loss. Though we are truly saddened by the 
circumstances in which we are joined together we are 
glad to be helping those who are grieving, by listening 
to their stories and remembering their precious 
children who have left us far too soon.  


