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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life 
journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of 

all God’s people in the life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith community. We 
value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with 
questions of faith.  

Little Free Library 
Summertime and the living is easy. Pick up a book 
from our always-stocked Little Free Library in front of 
the church!  The  "Little Free Library" at Westminster  
operates on a "Take a Book. Leave a Book" basis, and 
is entirely free and open to everyone. If you have any 
books that you are through with, they can always be  
donated to the "Little Free Library". Learn more about 
the movement at www.littlefreelibrary.org 

Gilchrist Scholarship  
Recipients 
 

Eight Westminster 
Presbyterian 
Church students 
have been awarded 
scholarships from 
the Douglas J 
Gilchrist Memorial 

Scholarship Fund for the 2018-2019 term.  The  
students are listed below followed by the name of the 
school they will be attending: 
 
Glyn Davenport, Rochester  Institute of Technology 
Emma Blodgett, University of Albany 
Alexander Blodgett, SUNY Oneonta 
Henry Foresman, Dickinson College 
Katherine Brundage, Dar tmouth  
Shavonn Lynch, Nor theastern Seminary 
Lydia Marteney, Har twick College 
Kristina Stephens, LeMoyne College 
 
We congratulate these recipients and wish them well 
in their educational endeavors. 

Kudos to our Graduates! 

Its was a joyous occasion 
to recognize members of 
our church family who 
have achieved academic 
milestones at the 
Baccalaureate Service on 
June 17. Whether you 
grew up at Westminster 
or whether you were one 

of the newest members, the message was clear that the 
support, love and nurturing felt by the graduates truly 
helps during the rigors of pursuing a degree. 
 

Auburn High School graduates, Kate Brundage and 
Alex Blodgett, are off to a good start accepting the 
NRSV compact Go-Anywhere Bible with plans for 
furthering their education at Dartmouth and SUNY 
Oneonta (respectively). Cayuga Community College 
graduate, Glyn Davenport, plans on attending 
Rochester Institute of Technology; Cornell graduate, 
Emily Schemerhorn, has accepted a position at 
Accenture as a Technology Analyst in Boston; 
Northeastern Seminary graduate, Kim Patch, 
announced she is keeping her options open for her 
future and shared her gratitude and love to the 
congregation for their support. 
 

We extend further accolades to Parker Foresman 
graduating from Union College and Lauren McNally 
graduating from LeMoyne College as a Family Nurse 
Practitioner. 
 

Graduates accepted bookmarks inscribed with the 
words from Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord...to give you a future and a 
hope.” 
 

The congregation wishes you all the best for great 
success! Keep in touch! 

Evangelism 101 

 

The word “evangelism” comes from a Greek word 
meaning “sharing good news.”  This summer at  
Westminster, we hope to embrace the original meaning 
of this word and explore how we can share our stories 
of God’s presence in our lives in ways that are authentic 
and natural to each of us. 

Sunday, September 9, is Rally Sunday, the kick-off for 
our program year which will include a church picnic, 
the church family photo, and the return of the choir in 
worship. This year, we are also making Rally Sunday 
“Invite a Friend Sunday.” It’s a great day to introduce 
Westminster to someone you know by inviting them to 
worship on that day. 

We will hear from Westminster members throughout 
the summer in “Minutes for Evangelism” during  
morning worship. They will explore the many ways we 
can witness to God’s presence in our lives, through our 
words, or witness, and our example. 

On Sunday, August 26, we’ll have a special summer 
forum on Evangelism 101, with a focus on easy ways to 
share the good news with friends, family, and  
acquaintances. 

Invite a friend to Westminster any Sunday, but  
especially on September 9! 
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A bundle of good news! 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

I never thought I’d say this, but I’m so 
happy to write this letter groggy and 
sleepy. I’m sleepy because my wife Jenna 
and I have been up much of the night 
caring for our new baby boy! 
 

Late Sunday night, on June 10, Jenna and I 
got the phone call we’ve been waiting 
for—a call to come to Brooklyn for a 

possible adoption. We drove through the night, got a 
couple hours of anxious sleep at a hotel, and arrived at 
the hospital early in the morning, where we met a baby 
boy born in the early hour of June 11. We spent the week 
there at the hospital with the birth mother and her baby. 
We came home on Friday, June 15, after the adoption 
paperwork had been signed. 
 

I got to spend Father’s Day with him just two days later. 
We took him for his first hike (at the nature trail behind 
Cayuga Community College), and I read a 19th century 
essay of philosophy and religion to him (because it’s 
never too early to become a philosopher). We have yet to 
begin the lessons in ancient Greek, but they may be 
imminent. My mother says: “That poor boy…”  
 

Every day we read to him (yes, we also read children’s 
books), go for walks at Hoopes Park, and pray with him, 
reminding him also of the love of his birth mother. 
 

He is beautiful. He immediately captured our hearts; we 
are in love.  
 

I would love to share photos and his name with you, but 
that’ll have to wait for the next newsletter (or you can 
come to church or reach out personally). New York State 
provides a 30-day revocation period in which the birth 
mother can change her mind about the adoption, 
rendering us essentially foster parents till mid-July. We 
wish to respect the process and the privacy of the birth 
mother and her child and are legally asked not to share 
names and photos publicly until after that period of time.  
 

The adoption itself will not be finalized for another six 
months or so, but we can share more after the 30 days 
and probably proceed with a baptism and baby shower.  
 

This will be an open adoption, meaning our birth mother 
will have the opportunity to have a relationship with her 
son. He will know her as his first mommy. They will 
talk, have visits, share photos, and be a part of each 
other’s lives (if she chooses it). However, it’s not co-
parenting; we will be his parents. We want him to be 
proud of where he comes from and to know that he is 
blessed by the love of both his birth and adoptive 
families. His family also includes our two dogs Darby 
and Charlie, and of course, Ezra and Leo, his brothers in 
heaven.  

I want to thank Westminster for all its love and support 
throughout this journey of hope, grief, and now 
adoption. When we made our profile video for expectant 
mothers to view, we said that there were a whole lot of 
honorary grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins at 
church just waiting to shower this child with love. We 
are so grateful to be a part of such an amazing church 
family. 

Parental leave 
Jenna is currently on maternity leave from her work. She 
will be returning to work later in the summer, when I 
will then go on paternity leave, as recommended by the 
Personnel Committee and approved by the Session. The 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse and the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) both 
recommend a minimum of six weeks of parental leave to 
provide parent(s) a chance to bond with their child. New 
York State now requires that eight weeks of family leave 
be made available to employees.   
 

My six-week leave begins on July 23, 2018, and 
concludes on September 2, 2018. I am working with 
church leaders and committees to prepare for my 
absence. We are blessed at Westminster with many 
gifted disciples of Christ, who are more than capable of 
leading Westminster in my stead. While it is my 
understanding that most pastoral care needs will be 
covered by others, I will still be on hand, during this 
parental leave, for grievous emergencies, such as 
impending or unexpected death. I will respond to such 
an emergency as soon as I can secure care for our child. 
Your pastor will be at your side if and when you need 
him. So please do reach out to me, during my leave, if 
you have an emergency.   

Contemplative hike July 21 

Whether you want to get outdoors, need a break from the 
commotion of life, or are feeling drained and 
disconnected, this hike is for you. Spending part of the 
hike in silence and part in conversation, we'll find 
renewal as we become more mindful of our bodies, our 
thoughts, and the soil beneath our feet. Together, we will 
reconnect with God.  
 

On Saturday, July 21, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will hike 
at the beautiful Baltimore Woods Nature Center in 
Marcellus (4007 Bishop Hill Road). It's about 25 
minutes from Auburn. Learn more about the park: 
www.baltimorewoods.org.   
 

Anyone is welcome to join, whether affiliated with the 
church or not. In fact, this would be a great opportunity 
to invite a friend, neighbor, or family member. RSVP is 
required. Please contact Patrick (315-253-3331 or 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org). Detailed information 
will then be provided. There won't be a hike in August 
due to Patrick's parental leave.  

Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 

 

The school year has come to a close 
with another group of eager students 
heading off to kindergarten!!  It's  
always a bittersweet time as we say 
goodbye to our UPK friends---but 
know they will do great things in the  
future!    
 

To add to 
the fun we 
have at 
school---
we are  
offering 
summer 
camp for 
the first 
time!!
Come join us as we dive under the sea and go  
camping!!  We are offering a 5 half day week of camp 
for preschoolers (ages 3-5) the week of July 23rd and 
July 30th, and a mini toddler (child 2 years of age) 3 
day camp session July 24-26th.   These camps will run 
from 8:45-11:30am each day, offering themed 
activities, story time, crafts, songs & more!    
 
Preschool camp is $100/week per child, and Toddler 
Mini camp is $75 per child.  Full payment and a copy 
of the most recent physical and immunization record is 
required at the time of registration.  Spots are limited---
so pick up a form in the church office hallway or call 
the school at 315-253-3961 for more information.   

 
Also this summer---
we are happy to 
announce that we are 
joining with MGR to 
present a youth theater  
performance of "The 
Bremen Town  
Musicians" at the  
Seward Gardens on 
August 4th at 10am. 
Children will be able 
to enjoy a popsicle 
treat after the show! 

This event is free and open to the public!  
 
Registration for fall classes is going on now at  
Westminster Nursery School! There are openings in 
the Toddler, Preschool, and UPK classes.  Call  
Director Tracy Blair for more information  

Tortoise in Church! 
On Sunday, June 10, Westminster Church had some 
special guests courtesy of Diana Sleiertin of MaxMan 
Reptile Rescue. As Rev. Patrick Heery read to the  
congregation from Old Turtle and the Broken Truth  by 
Douglas Wood, the tortoises made their way into the  
sanctuary.  What a great service that the kids will most 
certainly remember. 

http://www.baltimorewoods.org
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org


Children and Youth Ministry 
Good News 

Westminster is very  
excited to be moving 
ahead with plans for  
hiring a coordinator for 
our new Children and 
Youth Ministry.  
Throughout the spring a 
dedicated team, including 
Ann Wiley, Jill Fandrich, 
Monika Salvage, and  
Patrick Heery, worked 
diligently to complete an 

application for an Innovation Grant from the Synod. In 
early June, Westminster was notified that the Synod  
approved  $10,000 for this year to help us with start up 
costs for the new ministry.  The team also came up with 
a wonderful acronym for the new ministry: REACH, 
which stands for Relate, Explore, Act, Care, Help. 
Please remember to thank the team members for their 
dedicated and professional work. 
 
Even before receiving notification of the grant, the 
Christian Education and Personnel committees moved 
ahead in faith to post the position and begin the process 
of finding the individual who can help us accomplish 
the vision of REACH.  We hope to have that person on 
board as we launch the new program year in September. 
 
The vision for this new endeavor is summarized  
elegantly in the grant application: Westminster’s vision 
for children and youth ministry is transformative love: 

* A place that welcomes all children and youth 
and empowers diversity 

* A life journey in which all generations  
collaborate to nourish faith, raise up leaders, and 
meet the needs of the community 

* A chance to wonder by asking big questions and 
exploring faith through motor-sensory  
experiences of nature and the arts 

* A modern spiritual practice involving the whole 
community 

 
The Christian Education encourages all members and 
friends of Westminster to join us in prayer for this new 
ministry and to seek out ways to be actively involved in 
an intergenerational and collaborative way to display 
transformative love through Westminster. 

Flowers 
If you are looking for a 
way to help decorate the  
sanctuary during the 
summer, you can sign up 
to provide flowers for 
the Sanctuary.  There is 
a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex with open dates 
listed.  Summer is a 
great time to bring in flowers from your own garden.  
 

Glory to God Hymnals 
All the hymnals in our sanctuary were given 
in honor or in memory of a beloved child of 
God. Before singing on Sunday, look at the  
nameplate in the front of the hymnal in your 
pew, and say a brief prayer for the person(s) 
being remembered.  
 

LGBTQ+ Support 
 

The Q Center/ACR Health is in Auburn every 2nd and 
4th Monday from 3–7pm bringing support services to 
Cayuga County for LGBTQ+ youth. In addition to  
facilitated discussion, there are  snacks, games, fun and 
a dinner. There is also a parent group on the 4th  
Monday from 5-7pm. The Q Center is a reputable  
organization with experience in counseling 
the LGBTQ+ youth population. These facilitated  
support groups are potentially life saving services that, 
up until recently, have not been provided in Cayuga 
County. Have additional questions? Call the Q Center 
at (315) 475-2430 or email qcentercny@acrhealth.org.   

Bulletin Artwork 
 

The artwork on the front 
covers of worship  
bulletins is being hand-
drawn by Lydia Marteney 
again this summer. Lydia 
starts by reading the  
lectionary passages for 
each Sunday, and then  
interprets them through 
an original drawing. We 
thank Lydia for adding to 
our understanding! 

A legacy of faith: 
remembering the Near  
and Bierer families 

It's possible that you don't 
remember Doris Bierer. She 
was a reserved woman 
who'd slip in at the 
beginning of worship every 
Sunday and slip out at the 
end. Very few ever heard 
the prayers she whispered 
for us, or saw the smile that 
lit up her face as she 
listened to her caregivers 
read weekly letters, 
sermons, and bulletins from 

the church. Only our Sunday school teachers and 
children will remember the cards they drew for her and 
the beautiful personal responses she sent back, telling 
them about growing up at Westminster and what she 
liked to do at their age, and giving them gentle advice. 
Even fewer people may know about her love of 
ballroom dancing, or family, or flowers, or animals. 
 

And yet Doris' faith and generosity have shaped our 
lives together in ways both profound and inspiring. 
 

Simply put, Doris was a quiet woman who loved her 
church, and who could, and did, give. When Doris died 
last year at the age of 102, she left a trust to 
Westminster in the memory of her parents, Wilson and 
Ruth Near, and of their legacy of faith and community 
service. Her gift will help sustain generations of 
ministry and worship at Westminster.  
 

Doris never wanted attention. I believe that the best way 
we can say thanks is by taking a cue from Doris' life. Be 
humble. Live modestly. Give generously. Love 
children, and all the little, vulnerable things of this 
world. Plant seeds, literally and figuratively. And 
remember that, in the end, we are saved, not by mighty 
deeds, not by grand heroics, but by the love of a 
carpenter who washes our feet... and maybe by an old 
woman in a chair.    

Chapel is Open 
Again this year, our Chapel is open from 
11:30-1:30, Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
The chapel provides a place for people to 
get a few moments of peace and quiet in the 
middle of their hectic days. Our volunteers 
are: Judy Dilmore (Monday), Roger 

Dilmore (Tuesday), Annie Runkle (Wednesday), 
Bronwyn O'Connor  (Thursday) Pat Corp (Friday) Subs 
are: Jill Fandrich, Judi Miladin, Ben and Sue Ahner, 
Dorothy Dunham. We can always use another sub. Call 
the church if you are interested. 

Derby & Miller Historic 
Marker Dedication   

When: Sunday, July 15, 2018 
Where: Key Bank, 115 Genesee Street, Auburn 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 

This summer the leading publisher of the 19th century 
in Cayuga County and once located at Genesee Street in 
Auburn, NY, will be commemorated with a historical 
marker. Rev. Heery will be offering the prayer and 
blessing, as publishers James Derby and Norman Miller 
were members and leaders of one of our predecessor 
congregations, Second Presbyterian.  
 
In 1853, Derby & Miller were approached to publish 
their first slave narrative during its tenure from 1848 to 
1853. The manuscript became "a thrilling narrative of 
slavery" and met remarkable sales prior to its 
publication, selling 10,000 
copies by its release on July 15, 
1853. The work published at 
Auburn is the critically-
acclaimed Twelve Years A 
Slave by Solomon Northup. 
Recounting his life and 
experiences as a free-citizen of 
color, kidnapped and sold into 
slavery, Solomon's legacy 
continues today as we also 
celebrate the 165th Anniversary 
of his narrative this July. 
 
This July, the Seymour Library 
will showcase two related exhibits. 

Blessing of the Pets  
Westminster Church will 
have some fun with a 
Presbyterian-style 
“blessing of the pets” 
on Sunday, July 15, 
during a special outdoor 
worship service starting 
at 9:30 am.  
 
The Blessing of the 
Animals will recognize 
the special bond we 
share with animal friends 
and companions, and 
will be blended into the 
morning worship on the 
church's front lawn. All God’s creatures (two footed, 
four footed, no-footed, paws, claws, talons, or other) are 
welcome (on leashes or in carriers, please). For more 
information, call 315-253-3331. 
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July Loose Change 
 

During the month of 
July, Westminster will 
donate its loose change 
offering to Matthew 
House. Matthew 
House is a loving 
home for residents 
who are terminally ill. 
Since opening in 
2002, the home on 

Metcalf Drive in Auburn has cared for many of our 
friends, relatives and their families...our beloved Earle 
Schemerhorn and Jane Lumb among them. It is a  
not-for-profit home, which operates entirely on 
donations, both monetary and in kind. A box will be 
located in the outer narthex for in kind donations (see 
Matthew House Wish List). Should you choose to make 
a donation in honor or memory of a loved one, 
envelopes will be available as a part of the display, also 
in the outer narthex. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
             WISH LIST FOR MATTHEW HOUSE: 

Gift cards for local merchants (Home Depot, Lowe's, 
Tops, Walmart, Wegman's, etc.) are frequently used to 
replenish items. 

Birdseed 

Bleach 

Colored 2 pocket folders 

Copy paper(8 1/2 x 11) 

Coffee 
Coffee creamer 
Ginger ale 
Juice boxes 

3 oz. bathroom cups 

Disposable gloves 

Paper products (napkins, cups, plates) 

Laundry detergent and fabric softener 

Lysol all purpose cleaner 

Liquid dishwasher detergent 

Microwave popcorn 

Postage stamps 

Purell hand sanitizer 

Straws 

Swiffer mop  pad refills and dry refills 

Tall kitchen trash bags 
Extra long twin size sheets 
Flushable wipes 
Lawn and landscape service 
Snow plowing 
Volunteers needed especially on weekends.  

 

 

 

August Loose Change 
Loose Change for the 
month of August has 
been designated to 
support Catholic 
Charities of the Finger 
Lakes, specifically the 
Cayuga County 
Emergency Services 
for help with rental 
arrears. This program is a last resource for people who 
cannot get rental help from Cayuga County Department 
of Social Services for one reason or another. This is one 
of the programs that helped house the Guatemalan 
families who were going to be homeless because their 
living space was condemned. It is an extremely low 
funded program that can only help so many people each 
year. 
 
Affordable housing is practically non-existent for the 
minimum wage worker. A recent report shows that a 
single parent working a minimum wage job cannot 
afford a two-bedroom apartment in any state within the 
United States. Many people are one paycheck away 
from an eviction. This program does not pay for months 
of back rent but rather gives a hand up to people who 
find themselves in a tight situation and need help paying 
partial rent to prevent their homelessness.  
 
As this article is being written, there are 14 homeless 
families in Auburn. August’s loose change will prevent 
homelessness of at least one person or family. 
Depending on the amount raised with Loose Change, 
that number could grow to four or five families.   

Salvation Army Miracle 
Kitchen  

Calling all servers, cooks and dish washers to join the 
fun preparing a BBQ Picnic Supper and Ice Cream 
Social for guests at the Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen 
on Sunday, July 22 from 1 – 4 pm. Please wear closed 
toe shoes and shirts with sleeves. Ready to be part of the 
team? Call Susan Marteney by Sunday, July 15.  

 

Summer Sabbath 
During the summer, Christian Education takes a 
Sabbath from the programming of the regular year.  
However, we still continue providing ways for children 
to be involved in worship on Sunday mornings. For the 
youngest children, Chelsea and Elena continue to 
provide loving care in the Social Room.  Since there is 
no Worship Center during the summer, children 
through second grade are invited to join them in the 
Social Room for simple stories and activities with 
familiar Bible stories. 
 

There are many resources in the back of the sanctuary 
for older children who may have trouble sitting 
attentively throughout the worship service. In addition 
to a variety of children’s Bibles, weekly bulletins are 
provided with puzzles and activities related to the 
lectionary readings of the day.  
 

The Christian Education Committee would like to 
remind all who come to worship with us that children 
are important members of the body of Christ. Let’s 
welcome them joyfully and be patient with them when 
they are restless. 

 

Summer Worship at  
Westminster 

 

The end of the school and 
program year at 
Westminster marks 
the beginning of our 
summer worship 
schedule, which 
commenced on June 24. 
We'll continue to worship 
at 9:30 in the sanctuary 

on most Sundays, with outdoor services planned for 
July 1, July 15, August 5, and September 2. With the 
Westminster Choir on hiatus and its singers joining us 
in the pews, we will enjoy special music from vocal or 
instrumental solos and duets. Communion by intinction 
will be celebrated outdoors on the first Sunday of each 
month. If you have lawn chairs, bring them to church 
or try to arrive early to help our property staff set up 
the church's folding chairs. 
 

The summer season goes by quickly, so mark your  
calendars for Rally Sunday, September 9, when we 
will pose for the Church Family Photo and reconnect 
with one another during the all-church picnic. 

Summer Worship Highlights 
During Rev. Patrick Heery’s family care leave, the 
following individuals will be answering the call to lead 
worship: 

July 29 - Readings and Hymns commemorating 
Martin Luther and the Reformation, led by Audrey 
McNally. 

August 5 - Outdoor communion service, Rev. Janet 
Newman preaching. 

August 12 - Report on 2018 PC(USA) General 
Assembly, Shavonn Lynch preaching. 

August 19 - Social Justice theme, Northeastern 
Seminary graduate Kim Patch preaching. 

August 26 - Nancy Bidlespacher preaching. 
 

September 2 - Outdoor communion service,  
Rev. Larry Bell preaching. 

Book Group 

The Book Group will meet the 
third Thursday at 7:00pm in 
the Social Room in Sept., 
Oct., Nov., and beginning 
again in March. The group has 
chosen the following books: 

September 20, Three  
Daughters of Eve by Elif 
Shafak; Leader: Sue Ahner   
 

October 18, From Tavern to Temple by Robert Ayers 
(history of St. Peter’s  Auburn); Leader: Bourke 
Kennedy  
 

November 15, My Search for the Ghosts of Flight 401 
by Elizabeth Fuller; Leader: Tina Barry 
 

March 21, Seek ing a  Better Country by D.G. Har t 
and John R. Muether; Leader: Ann Wiley 

The Property Committee 
Needs Your Help 

 

The Property 
Committee holds 
Property Work 
Days on the third 
Saturday of each 
month. The hard-
working committee 

members always have a list of projects, which include 
work for skilled and unskilled workers alike. They 
always welcome additional volunteers on these 
workdays.  Please consider volunteering on a workday. 
Talk to Robyn Warn if you have questions, or if you 
have free time at other times to work on some summer 
projects.  


