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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith 

journey or your life journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of 

Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the life and 

ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual 

orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith 

community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, 

discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Bulletin Art 

The artwork on the front 
covers of worship 
bulletins is being hand-
drawn by Lydia 
Marteney this summer. 
Lydia starts by reading 
the lectionary passages 
for each Sunday, and 
then interprets them 
through an original 
drawing. We thank 

Lydia for adding to our understanding. 
 

New 2 U Sale Update 
There will be no 
rummage sale this 
summer or fall.  Plans 
are underway to resume 
the New 2 U sale in the 
Spring of 2018.  If you 
have items that you 
planned to donate, you 
can either hold them 
until the Spring sale or donate them to the local 
Rescue Mission.   

Our Doors Are Open 
Are you looking for a place 
to reflect, meditate, pray, 
or simply have a few 
minutes of peace and quiet 
in the middle of hectic 
weekdays?  Westminster 
Church is open weekdays, 
Monday-Friday, from 
11:30am to 1:30pm. Thank 
you to our "chapel sitters" 
who make this possible.  
 

Flowers 
If you are looking for a 
way to help decorate 
the sanctuary during the 
summer, you can sign 
up to provide flowers 
for the Sanctuary.  
There is a sign up sheet 
in the Narthex with 
open dates listed.  
Summer is a great time to bring in flowers from your 
own garden. Contact Susan Marteney or Audrey 
McNally if you need help with an arrangement. 

Potluck Picnic and 
Presentation 
 

Charles and Melissa Johnson are PC(USA) mission  
co-workers in Zambia, doing work with sustainable 
agriculture and health education with women and 
children. They are in the US for a few months this 
summer, traveling to presbyteries and churches to 
share their stories. They will be in CNY in July, and 
have been invited to Auburn on Saturday, July 22, 
for a potluck picnic at 5pm, followed by a 
presentation about their work and lives in Zambia. 

First Presbyterian Church (112 South Street) has 
agreed to partner with us and host the event on their 
property. 

Westminster’s Membership/Evangelism Committee 
will provide hotdogs and rolls, and First 
Presbyterian will provide beverages. Attendees are 
asked to bring sides, salads, or desserts.  
 

All are invited to this unique opportunity to hear 
about world mission first-hand!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship at 
Westminster 
 

The end of the 
school and 
program year 
at Westminster 
marks the 
beginning of 
our summer 
worship 
schedule, 
which 
commenced on 
June 25. We'll continue to worship at 9:30 in the 
sanctuary on most Sundays, with outdoor services 
planned for July 2, August 6, and September 3. With 
the Westminster Choir on hiatus and its singers 
joining us in the pews, we will enjoy special music 
from vocal or instrumental solos and duets. 
Communion by intinction will be celebrated at the 
outdoor services, which will be held on the grassy 
parts of the newly reconstructed front lawn. If you 
have lawn chairs, bring them to church or try to arrive 
early to help our property staff set up the church's 
folding chairs. 

 

The Worship Center is closed until September 10, so 
3-year-olds through Grade 2 children may join the 
babies and toddlers for "Summer Sabbath,” led by 
Chelsea and Elena. Specially planned stories, crafts, 
and activities will be offered. The summer season 
goes by quickly, so mark your calendars for Rally 
Sunday, September 10, when we will pose for the 
Church Family Photo, look at table displays about our 
various programs, and reconnect with one another 
during the all-church picnic. 
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How do I say ‘thank you’? 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

On April 9, as Christians 
everywhere gathered palms to 
celebrate Christ's entrance into 
Jerusalem and looked ahead to 
Christ's long walk to the cross, my 
world came crashing down. You 
know the story already—how my 
wife Jenna went into early labor; 
how our twin boys Ezra and Leo 
died as still births; how we held 
them, cried over them, and prayed 
for them over the next several days. 
Since then life has resumed in 

fragments. Grief persists (and always will), but grace and 
purpose have also slipped in. 
 

You know this. You've read my letters. You've heard my 
sermons. You've seen my article in the Citizen. What you 
may not know, however, is that on April 9, God held 
together the broken pieces of my world through you. You 
helped make it possible for me to survive this, grieve 
this, discover grace through and in this.  
 

Jenna and I have frequently commented to each other 
that we have no idea how people could endure something 
like this without the support of a church family. Here we 
are, a young couple in a relatively new area, far from 
family and friends. And yet, throughout this ordeal, we 
have never had to be alone. We have had this amazing 
church at our side every step of the way. We couldn't do 
this without you. 
 

Immediately, Jenna and I were ensconced in love. I 
remember texting Jill Fandrich, our devoted clerk of 
session on the night of April 8, as Jenna began to 
hemorrhage. I remember how her concern seeped 
through the phone. She texted the next morning to say 
that I didn't need to worry about worship; it was all taken 
care of. That was the first of many gifts; it freed me to be 
fully present with Jenna in our time of need.  
 

I remember all the cards, phone calls, flowers, and 
messages that streamed in once the news got out. I 
remember the support of our presbytery that brought its 
stated clerk Steve Plank to our doorstep, offering pastoral 
care, a listening ear, and loving guidance. Steve went on 
to assist Westminster in the administration of its ministry 
in my absence. He wrote a beautiful letter in our 
newsletter. Later, he drove all the way to Wilmington, 
Ohio, to preside over Ezra and Leo's committal service 
and to help us bury our sons.  
 

I remember all the meals that showed up at our house. I 
remember the relief and gratitude I felt when I read a 
message from Janet Newman, offering to lead our Holy 
Week and Easter services. I remember all the pastors— 

Janet, Steve, Larry Bell, and Nancy Bidlespacher—who 
stepped up in my absence to lead worship and preach. I 
remember Mary Anderson's tearful and loving prayer, as 
she helped Jenna and me plan Ezra and Leo's funeral. 
Mary, who pastors the First Presbyterian Church of 
Weedsport, partnered with Janet to deliver a powerful 
and beautiful service and homily. Somehow, Mary found 
all the right words, all the right feelings, all the right 
hopes.  
 

I remember the amazing gift of bereavement leave, 
granted to me by Westminster's Session, generously 
giving me even one more week than I had hoped to 
request.  
 

Knowing that Westminster was in such capable hands 
and that ministry would continue and thrive in my 
absence was a gift beyond words. It is also the highest 
testament to the priesthood of all believers and to the 
shared, grassroots leadership of this congregation.  
 

This is what it means to be a church: we take care of 
each other; we vulnerably share our wounds, as Jesus 
once did with Thomas; we look for God's strength 
through community, spiritual practice, and worship.  
 

It's not easy for a minister to be ministered to. I am more 
accustomed to being the foot washer than the foot-
washed. Yet, I cannot imagine a more beautiful witness 
to the mutuality and loving kindness of the gospel than 
these past few months. 
 

I want to thank you in particular for the gift of space. 
Sometimes, we, like Jesus, have to retreat to a 
mountaintop where we can be alone with God. This is 
especially true in times of grief. It's of course entirely 
countercultural in a society that avoids death, prizes 
happiness and productivity, and encourages us to "get 
over" our losses and "move on." But there is no moving 
on. There is only moving through.  
 

Through my bereavement leave, and through your 
continuing understanding and graciousness, you have 
given me space to be with God, to sob and rage, to hear 
wisdom, to love and grow closer to Jenna, to speak with 
my sons. Space to listen to the birds and watch the warm 
sun rise on the earth. Space to ask for help and receive it. 
Space to step away from work and ministry. Space to 
relinquish all pretense at understanding and to stand 
silently, without explanation, before suffering. Space to 
open my eyes, as if for the first time, to the searing pain 
of others—and to see something miraculous take place: 
the rise of a community. 
 

I am, and will ever be, a better pastor because of this gift. 
Somehow, words just don't feel enough to express my 
gratitude. I will say thank you by trying to be there for 
you the same way you've been there for me. I will say 
thank you with love. 

The Property Committee 
Needs Your Help 
By Robyn Warn 
 

The Property 
Committee holds 
Property Work Days 
on the third Saturday 
of each month. The 
hard-working 
committee members 
always have a list of 
projects, which 
include work for 
skilled and unskilled workers alike. They always 
welcome additional volunteers on these workdays.  

On their June workday, three committee members did 
outside work on the playground and yardwork and 
tree trimming. They lacked the manpower for the 
inside work of removing clutter from the attic and 
widening the catwalk in the attic, so that project is on 
the agenda for the next workday on July 15. Also on 
the list for July is repairing the sagging floor in the 
CE office. Both these jobs require additional help, so 
please consider volunteering on the next work day to 
help complete these projects. Talk to Robyn Warn if 
you have questions, or if you have free time at other 
times to work on some summer projects.  

 

Westminster Book Group 
 

The Westminster Book 
Group is taking the 
summer off, but will 
resume meeting in the 
fall on the third 
Thursdays of 
September, October, 
and November. 
Members of the group 
take turns suggesting 
books and leading the 
discussion, which 
makes for a great 
variety of book 
selections and lively 
conversation. In 
September, Tony Gero 

will lead discussion on Between Heaven and  
Mirth- Why Joy, Humor and Laughter are at the 
Heart of Spiritual Life by James Martin, S.J. 
 

Have you read a great book you’d like to 
recommend? New book group members are 
welcome!  

Cub Scout Pack 40 
While you are doing your summer 
cleaning please keep Cub Scout Pack 
40 in mind.  They are accepting 
donations of gently used camping 
supplies and hand tools.  If you have 
any questions about Cub Scouts or 
donations please contact Aaron 
Creighton at   
413-455-5988.   

 

Staying Informed 

Each week Rev. Patrick 
Heery sends out a 
“Westminstergram” that 
details information about 
upcoming events and 
services. The church office 
also sends out prayer chain 
emails and member 
concerns when requested.  
If you wish to be included on the email distribution 
lists for either/both of these please call the church 
office at 315-253-3331 or email 
office@westminsterauburn.org.   

 

Got Books? 
 

The  "Little Free Library" on the front lawn of 
Westminster operates on a "Take a Book. Leave a 
Book" basis, and is entirely free and open to 
everyone. If you have any books that you are through 
with, they can always be donated to the "Little Free 
Library". Learn more about the movement at 
www.littlefreelibrary.org 
 

tel:(413)%20455-5988
mailto:office@westminsterauburn.org
http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/


Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 

 

As we bid farewell and good 
luck to our friends heading to 
kindergarten, we are prepping 
our classrooms for an "Under 
The Sea" adventure as we 
head into our next school year.  
 

Looking for a great place to 
bring your two year old while 
running errands? We currently 
have 3 openings left in our 
MWF toddler half day 
program.  

 

Our preschool classroom is happily awaiting your 3 
year old, with openings in both the T-TH and MWF 
half day classes.  
 

Have a 4 year old and live in the Auburn city school 
district? We offer a 5 day a week, half day pre-
kindergarten program--which is no cost to Auburn 
residents.  
 

Call us today for more information.315-253-3961. We 
are currently taking registrations for the 2017-2018 
school year, which begins September 5th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Corner in Sanctuary   

We invite 
infants and 
their caregivers 
to try out the 
new nursery 
corner of our 
sanctuary, with 
furnishings and 
baby supplies 
purchased by 
funds that were 
donated in 

memory of Elsie Ogar, a long-time member, Sunday 
School teacher, and kindergarten teacher. The twin 
rocking chairs are dedicated to the loving memory of 
brothers Ezra Lee and Leo Allen Heery (cherished 
sons of Patrick and Jenna), born still on April 9, 2017. 
Engraved plaques and butterfly pillows have been 
provided by the Westminster staff to help each of us  
lovingly remember Ezra and Leo. 

Where Your Heart Is Grant 

Are you passionate about a mission in your life? Do you need some 
funding to get things going? DO you want to get others involved? Are 
you ready to begin now? Then, you are the perfect person to apply for 
a Where Your Heart Is Grant! Requests can range from $100 to 
$2,000. This is a brand new initiative for Westminster and one we 
hope will get you energized and going out to follow your personal 
calling from God. 
  
Young and old alike may apply – and it is simple! Application forms 
are in the office or out in the narthex. Pick one up. Think about your 
project. Fill out the form and give it to Susan Marteney or drop it in 
the offering plate even. Other deeds are explained on the form. Get 
ready to follow your heart! 

Contemplative Hikes 
Beginning this Summer 
by Rev. Patrick D. Heery 
 

Whether you want to 
get outdoors, need a 
break from the 
commotion of life, or 
are feeling drained and 
disconnected, this hike 
is for you. For five 
years in Louisville, I 
had the joy of co-
leading a monthly 
contemplative hike that 
brought people closer to 
God through nature. 
Now we're bringing this 
hike to Auburn! It's 
perfect for the 
churchgoer longing for 
a deeper spiritual connection—and for the person who is 
wary of church and formal worship but is looking for 
something more in their lives.  

Our first hike will be Saturday, August 19, from 10 am to 
12 pm, at Fillmore Glen State Park in Moravia. It's about 
a 25 minute drive from Auburn. Anyone is welcome to 
join us, whether affiliated with the church or not. In fact, 
this would be a great opportunity to invite a friend, 
neighbor, or family member. 

As a small group, we'll walk along the beautiful, tree-
shaded gorge trail that meanders past shimmering 
waterfalls; our return hike will take the northern rim trail 
that winds through old growth forest. Spending part of 
the hike in silence and part in conversation, we'll find 
renewal as we become more mindful of our bodies, our 
thoughts, and the soil beneath our feet. Together, we will 
listen for what poet Wendell Berry calls "bird song in the 
quiet." 
 

The only cost is the park entrance fee ($7 per vehicle). 
The hike will be moderate in difficulty, with some incline 
and steps, consisting of either stone or dirt paths. We  
are exploring the possibility of a parallel children's 
program, but that is still up in the air. RSVP is required. 
Please speak with me in advance (315-253-3331, 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org,). Detailed information 
will then be provided.  
 

Safety is a priority. I do have formal training from the 
American Red Cross in first aid and CPR and will have a 
first aid kit on hand. Please let me know of any allergies 
or medical conditions before attempting this hike (any 
information you share will be kept confidential). Please 
also recognize that any activity in the outdoors does 
entail some risk. Come prepared (insect repellent, 
sunblock, hiking boots, walking stick, drinking water).  

Baptism this July 

On July 23, in Sunday worship, 
we will have the special joy of 
celebrating the baptism of 
Liam Mills, son of Cori and 
Dustin. Liam has become dear 
to us all, with his bright smile 
and delightful laughter. On this 
day, both Liam's parents and 
the congregation will promise 
to nurture, support, teach, and 
raise Liam in the faith. 
Through this most holy 
sacrament, we will welcome 
Liam into the family of God at 

Westminster, while remembering our own baptism into 
the body of Christ and love everlasting! 

Sunday August 6 

Sunday, August 6, we  will worship outdoors on the 
front lawn of the church, sharing communion by 
intinction and we’ll have some fun with a Presbyterian-
style “blessing of the pets.” Celebrate the special bond 
we share with our animal friends and companions. All 
God’s creatures—two-footed, four-footed, no-footed, 
taloned, clawed, whatever—are welcome (on leashes or 
in carriers, please).  

Salvation Army Kitchen 
Come one – come all! 
Cooks, servers and dish 
washers to help out at the 
July 23 BBQ and Ice Cream 
Social at the Salvation 
Army. We start cooking at 3 
pm, serve dinner and are 

cleaned up by 6:15. Remember – no open toed shoes or 
armpits showing and everyone wears a charming hair net. 
We will be back on October 22 serving a Harvest Dinner 
and then – Christmas Eve Dinner. What better way to 
celebrate Christmas than with our guests at the Salvation 
Army? Contact Susan Marteney (315.252.7141) to join 
the fun. 

tel:(315)%20253-3961
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:(315)%20252-7141


July Loose Change:  

Matthew House 

The Loose Change Offering 
for July will support Matthew 
House, a 2 bedroom home for 
persons with terminal illness. 
Matthew House, located on 
Metcalf Drive in Auburn, 
opened in 2002. Residents do 
not pay for their stay as the 

entire operation is funded by donations. Volunteers 
from high school age to retirees provide round–the-
clock care for the home and its valued residents. 
Wendy Young, Director of Matthew House, will 
provide a Minute for Mission during worship on 
Sunday, July 9. In addition to monetary donations 
through loose change offerings, there will be a basket 
for in-kind donations (refer to the below "wish list"). 
Thank you in advance for your generous support of a 
most worthy cause. Please see Penny Adams if you 
have questions. 

Wish List: 

Baby Wipes 

Household Paper Products 
(Paper towels/toilet paper/Kleenex) 
Bottled Water 

Ground Coffee 
Ginger Ale 
Instant Oatmeal 

Juice Boxes (all flavors) 
Jell-O/Fruit Cups/Applesauce Cups 
Laundry Detergents, Fabric Softener Sheets 

Clorox Bleach (One Gallon Jugs) 
Lysol All Purpose Liquid Cleaner 
Dixie – 3 oz. Bathroom Cups 

Bird Seed 
Trash Bags (Tall Kitchen) 
Swiffer Wet Mop/Pad Refills 

Swiffer Bottled Floor Cleaner Refills 
Purell Waterless Hand Gels 
Antibacterial Hand Soap 
Disposable Latex or Non-Latex Gloves Energy 

Efficient 
Light Bulbs 
Postage Stamps 

White Copy Paper 8 ½ x 11 
 
Mathew House * 43 Metcalf Drive * Auburn, NY 

Phone: (315) 252-2052 
Email: info@matthewhouse.org  
Website: www.matthewhouse.org 

August Loose Change: 
Cayuga County Habitat for 
Humanity 
 

Cayuga County 
Habitat for Humanity 
is an affiliate of 
International Habitat 
for Humanity and is 
steered by a global, 
nonprofit housing 
movement operated 
on Christian 
principles that seek 
to put God’s love 
into action by 
building homes, 
communities and hope. We are dedicated to 
eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide 
through constructing, rehabilitating and preserving 
homes; by advocating for fair and just housing policies; 
and by providing training and access to resources to 
help families improve their shelter conditions.  
 

We are an active organization partnering with many 
local businesses and individuals to rehab houses for 
selected partner families. Believing that home is the 
key to helping people out of poverty, the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity is to purchase houses in friendly, 
diverse neighborhoods to ensure that families will 
thrive and feel pride in being part of the community. 
People need to know that they have the power and 
ability to take care of themselves and their families. 
 

Volunteers (age 16 and up) are always welcome on the 
construction site; no experience is necessary and tools 
are provided. Typical construction work days are 8 am 
– 12 noon on Fridays and Saturdays. Volunteers are 
also welcome on the Board of Director and to support 
committee work including publicity, donations, 
fundraising, site and family selection and secretarial 
work.  
 

Since 1976, over 2,000,000 homes have been built by 
Habitat affiliates in over 80 countries around the world. 
You are can be part of this phenomenal organization 
which transforms lives and gives hope to people 
around the world and right here in our community. For 
more information or to volunteer, email 
CayugaHabitat@CayugaHabitat.org.  
 

Funds received from the August Loose Change 
Offering will support many facets of rehabbing a home 
for a local partner family.  

 

Recognition Plaque  
 

The Douglas J Gilchrist 
Memorial Scholarship 
founder will be 
recognized by the 
creation of a wall 
plaque to be displayed 
in the narthex. This 
plaque is being created 
to honor Douglas J. 
Gilchrist for his gift to 
the youth of our church 
family. His original 
bequest to establish the 
fund in 1991 was 

$206,786. Since 1993, approximately $277,313  
including this year’s awards, has been awarded. More 
details will be shared when the plaque is completed. 
 

Gilchrist Scholarship Awards 
Announced 
 

Seven Westminster Presbyterian Church students have 
been awarded scholarships from the Douglas J 
Gilchrist Memorial Scholarship Fund for the 2017-
2018 term.  The students are listed below followed by 
the name of the school they will be attending: 
 

Emma Blodgett, University of Albany 
Henry Foresman, Dickinson College 
Parker Foresman, Union College 
Shavonn Lynch, Nor theastern Seminary 
Lydia Marteney, Har twick College 
Emily Schemerhorn, Cornell University 
Kristina Stephens, LeMoyne College 
 

We congratulate these recipients and wish them well 
in their educational endeavors. 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 
 

On Baccalaureate Sunday, June 18, we celebrated 
Westminster members and friends who achieved 
academic milestones in their lives this year.  
 
 

Graduating from Auburn High School: Lydia 
Marteney and Keara Thomas. 

Graduating from college: Gwendolyn Church (Alfred 
State) and Katie Muldoon (RIT).  
 

Lydia will be attending Hartwick College this fall. She 
has been active at Westminster since she was a small 
child—singing in worship, playing violin and 
handbells, serving as a liturgist and as an acolyte, 
attending Triennium (twice), serving as a Worship 
Center Storyteller and Greeter, providing original 
illustrations for bulletin covers, serving on the 
Christian Education Committee and on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee, and much more. We send 
Lydia off this fall with much love, and look forward to 
seeing her vacations and holidays!  

mailto:info@matthewhouse.org
http://www.matthewhouse.org
mailto:CayugaHabitat@CayugaHabitat.org

