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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life 
journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of 

all God’s people in the life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith community. We 
value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest struggling with 
questions of faith.  

Congratulations to Glyn Davenport 

The Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence 
honors State University of New York students 
who have best demonstrated and been recognized 
for their integration of academic excellence with 
other aspects of their lives, which may include 
leadership, campus involvement, athletics, career 
achievement, community service or creative and 
performing arts. We are proud to announce that 
Glyn Davenport received this high honor at an 
awards ceremony in Albany on April 10.  
 
Glyn is completing two years at Cayuga  
Community College, where he majored in Liberal 
Arts and Sciences: Math & Science. The  
Chancellor’s Award program stated, “Glyn has 
shown over his time at CCC that he is not only a 
gifted student but also a dedicated and involved 
student leader and advocate. He has excelled  
academically and is President of the local Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society where he encourages 
high academic standards and service to the  

community.” Glyn will continue his education this fall at RIT, where he plans to major in Applied  
Mathematics and American Sign Language Interpreting. Glyn is the son of Bob and Sara Davenport. He has 
been active at Westminster his whole life, participating in Worship Center, Sunday School, Triennium (twice), 
and handbell choir. He also served as a Youth Synod Commissioner. Congratulations, Glyn! 

Pentecost Potluck supper 
By Linda MacKay 

All are welcome to the 
Pentecost Potluck supper 
Saturday, May 19th at 
5pm in the Great Hall, 
located upstairs in the 
Education building of 
Westminster Church. 

Family fun for all with table crafts, music by vocalist/
guitarist, Bob Lyna, and special dishes created by you. 
Let’s have some fun with the Potluck menu and bring 
a dish representing the meaning of Pentecost.  
 

Here are some suggestions: White side dishes, to  
remind us of the dove as symbol of the Holy Spirit: 
white rice, cauliflower, potatoes, pasta alfredo,  
macaroni and cheese, cheese blintzes. Red side dishes 
to represent the intensity of love and fire of the Holy 
Spirit: red vegetables, radishes, beets, tomatoes.  
 

Dessert Contest 
All are encouraged to participate in a 
dessert contest at the potluck supper. 
Bake birthday cake, cheesecake, 
cupcakes, or red velvet cake. Bring 
your creative desserts to be judged by 
you (only one vote per person) for 
appearance and creativity. In the case 
of a tie, final 
decision will be 
given to Pastor 

Patrick. Winner will receive a 
$25 voucher to be used toward a 
charity of their choice. Please 
see Linda Mackay to enter the 
dessert contest but hurry, entries 
are limited and anonymous until after the judging. 

Pentecost Offering  
The Pentecost Offering is received on the 
day of Pentecost—this year May 20.  Your 
gift helps support Young Adult Volunteers, 
Ministries for Youth (including Triennium), 
and Child Advocacy. The Pentecost Offering 
provides a direct way for the church to 
encourage, develop, and support its young 

people, and address the needs of at-risk children.  
 
To focus on the area of child advocacy, the 221st PC
(USA) General Assembly launched a church-wide 
initiative calling on Presbyterians to work with partners 
in the U. S. and worldwide to improve the quality of 
education for one million children by 2020.  On a 
national level this initiative will center around 
strengthening early childhood education and reducing 
the dropout rate of adolescents.  

Churches can keep 40% of the Pentecost Offering to 
give to ministries which address the needs of at-risk 
children or youth. Westminster gives 40% of what we 
collect to the scholarship fund of Westminster Nursery 
School, which helps families who need financial 
assistance send their children to a high-quality, loving 
preschool right here in our church.   

More information about the Pentecost Offering can be 
found at presbyterianmission.org/pentecost. Please give 
as generously as you can. 

Jenna’s Ordination 

Congratulations to Jenna 
Heery who was ordained 
as a Minister of the Word 
and Sacrament during an 
April 14 service full of 
joy, laughter, tears, beauty 
and love here at 
Westminster Presbyterian.   
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Keeping our church—and 
community—safe  
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

We were all devastated when we 
learned of the November 2017 shooting 
at a church in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, resulting in 26 deaths. We 
grieved even more when we learned of 
a personal connection to this church 
through Giselle Miller, who had been 
worshiping with us and whose close 
friends lost multiple family members in 
that shooting. We have been praying 

for Giselle and that church ever since.  
 
This was not the first time a church shooting broke our 
hearts. We will never forget the mass shooting at 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina, in 2015, which left nine 
dead and a whole nation shocked and grieving. 
 
These evil acts of terrorism do their work well: they 
plant terror in our hearts. They make us fear the 
common spaces that gather and strengthen us as a 
community—churches, political forums, sports games, 
schools, festivals. They sow suspicion and divisiveness. 
They diminish our compassion and push us into 
isolated, protective corners. They make us question the 
goodness of God’s creation and of God herself.  
 
All of those feelings are natural. All are valid and 
appropriate: anger, doubt, fear, grief. But as Christians, 
we do not yield to this terror. We do not surrender our 
principles or our faith. Now more than ever, we must 
stand for a different way of being in the world—the way 
of Christ, the way of peace. We remain firm in our 
conviction that only the kingdom of God—and only its 
witness of love—can heal this world.  
 
Your Session recently discussed all of this at its March 
meeting and discussed how we as a church can 
faithfully respond.  
 
We examined, for instance, Matthew 26:47-52 and 
Ephesians 6:10-17, both of which make clear that we 
are confronted in this world with enemies—with forces 
of evil that struggle against us. But both passages also 
make clear that the way we respond, as Christians, is 
unique. Our armor is not like others’. Our weapons are 
not like others’. Paul writes, “Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the 
breastplate of righteousness. As shoes of your feet, put 
on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel 
of peace. With all these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one.”  

We were reminded that this is not the first time the 
church of God has been threatened. The early church 
knew persecution. For centuries, the African American 
church has been the target of violence. The church of 
God has always survived, and we will do no different. 
 
We took a sober look at the statistics that remind us 
that, despite these tragic reports, church shootings 
remain very rare, with even fewer resulting in deaths. 
Data suggests that churches aren’t any more likely to be 
sites of gun violence than any other publicly accessible 
space. And the most common reason is intimate partner 
violence. 
 
The Session decided on two priorities: (1) a proactive, 
non-anxious gospel approach to ensuring the safety of 
our church; and (2) a focus on the welfare and peace of 
our community and nation. The second is imperative, 
for as Christians we are called to seek, foremost, not our 
own protection but the wellbeing of others. We cannot 
in good faith seek our own safety without addressing the 
needs of the larger community. 
 
The Session will be convening a team to generate an 
emergency plan, which will broadly address potential 
disasters, including health issues such as strokes or heart 
attacks, flooding, viral sickness, domestic violence, and 
more. These are not pleasant things to think about. But 
we wish to be prepared. Thankfully, many churches 
have already created such plans, which will provide 
useful models. And we have a terrific denominational 
agency for help: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  
 
If you would like to take part in creating such a plan, or 
if you have a vision for how Westminster can further the 
peace of our city and nation, please speak with me. And 
to all of you: know that God reigns; know that your 
church is a safe place of love and welcome; know that 
your leaders take your wellbeing seriously; and know 
that there is no need to fear, for we are with Christ, and 
there is no greater friend and Lord.  
 

New Member Recognition 

Join us in worship on Sunday, 
May 13, as we publicly welcome 
new members to Westminster 
who have been approved by 
Session in recent months: Tina 
Barry, Keara Thomas, Kim and 
Chris Patch, and Aja and Mike 
Hahn. This will be a holy moment for our new members 
to stand before God and vow their discipleship; it will 
also be a holy moment for the congregation to pledge 
their love and support for our newest members. A 
special reception will follow worship that day. Join us 
as we celebrate these wonderful additions to our church 
family! 

Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 

April "snow" showers are  
hopefully making their way for those 
May flowers!  The students are busy 
planting beans and flowers and learn-
ing how to keep the Earth healthy---
hoping they can push spring along!  
The end of the year is quickly  
approaching and with that brings lots 
of fun outdoor activities and  
kindergarten prep events! The UPK 

students will each be taking a visit to their kindergarten 
schools, where they will finish their registration for 
next year. At the end of May all WNS students will be 
taking a walk to the fire department to learn all about 
fire safety.  In the beginning of June, students and 
teachers will take a Centro bus ride to the CCC Nature 
Trail, where we will enjoy a hike along the path and 
snack under the pavilion afterwards. We will celebrate 
our school year with a playground day and a  
graduation ceremony for those students leaving the 
UPK class.   
 

We have some super fun activities open to the public---
-come visit us! 
 

Wednesday, May 2nd is our "Ice Cream Social Open 
House" from 5:00-7:30.  Come make your own ice 
cream sundaes, have a crazy time during a mini  
Kidding Around Yoga session and go on reading  
adventures during story time with Miss Jill, from  
Seymour Library.  Teddy Mountain will also be here 
with their fluff machine---take home a new stuffed  
animal friend and help the school at the same time. All 
events are free, with the exception of stuffed animal 
making (small fee with portion of proceeds being  
donated to the school).  
 

Saturday, June 2nd from 9:00am-1:00pm is our Annual 
Children's Sale!  Many great items from newborn to 
teens, also some household items---all priced to sell!  
 

Friday, June 15th @ 9:30am is our Graduation  
Ceremony in the sanctuary.  Come listen to the  
children sing some of their favorite songs from the 
school year, bid farewell to preschool and walk the 
steps to kindergarten!  This is always a wonderful time 
and all are welcome!  
 

We would like to thank everyone for their continued 
support of our school! We are very grateful for the  
opportunities we have to work together with church 
members and staff, to welcome the community to our 
wonderful programs!  
 

Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is still 
open!  Call today to register your child for our toddler, 
preschool or UPK half day program! 315-253-3961   

Cayuga County Habitat for 
Humanity Women Build 2018 
You can change a woman’s life on May 12th, along 
with Cayuga County Habitat for Humanity and  
Lowe’s, at 15 Grant Street. Build a deck or picnic  
table, paint, install kitchen cabinets and more at this 
home rehab project. All volunteers are invited to the on
-site breakfast and lunch sponsored by Wegmans.  
Habitat supplies all the tools, and there will be  
experienced supervisors to guide you. Meet Loni, the 
partner family mom, who will be the proud owner of 
this home. Pick up a volunteer form in the narthex or 
stop in and get one in the church office.  

Evangelism 101 
What is it about Westminster that you love? How does 
this church help you feel God's presence in your life? 
We bet you know someone who would like to  
experience what you do in this community of faith. 
Sharing your story could lead to inviting a friend to 
church. If you think that sounds hard, it's not. Over the 
next few weeks and months, we'll be talking about how 
to share your story in "Minutes for Evangelism" as we 
gain momentum for Rally Sunday on September 9 
which will also be "Invite a Friend" Sunday. Stay tuned 
for more!  

Ray of Hope for Bereaved 
Parents 
By Lindsey Large 
After Lindsey experienced two  
pregnancy losses in the first  
trimester she realized our community 
has a serious lack of resources for 
families who have experienced  
pregnancy loss and/ or stillbirth. This 
led Lindsey to start a group called 
Ray Of Hope For Bereaved Parents. 
The group will provide both online 
support through their Facebook page 
as well as face-to-face group meetings to offer support 
for those grieving pregnancy and infant loss. The 
meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
with Jenna Heery facilitating. Jenna is a trained grief 
counselor and also has personal experience with  
pregnancy and infant loss. Patrick and Jenna have  
endured the unfortunate heartache of four miscarriages 
as well as the tragic loss of their twin sons being born 
still.  We understand how great the need is for support 
in such a difficult time when not everyone understands 
such a loss. Though we are truly saddened by the  
circumstances in which we are joined together we are 
looking forward to helping those who are grieving, 
hearing their stories and remembering their precious 
children who have left us far too soon.  



Gilchrist Plaque Dedication 
4/15/18 

By Monta Faye Tuxill 

Douglas J. Gilchrist was born in 1896 and lived to be 
95 years old. He was one of 5 children; all boys. Doug 
had a twin brother who died while still a youth and  
only a year after Doug’s Father died. Their Mother 
thought it would be easier to raise her children in a 
smaller town and they moved to Auburn from Boston. 
Doug attended the Storm King School, a college  
preparatory boarding school in Cornwell On Hudson 
before he came back and graduated from Auburn High 
School. 
 

Doug began his higher education at Williams College 
in Williamstown, MA. He transferred to and finished 
his education at the University of Michigan in Ann  
Arbor, MI but never lost his love for Williams College 
and returned there for many college reunions. When 
Doug and his wife decided to marry they chose the 
Willard Chapel at the Auburn Theological Seminary 
for their wedding ceremony. Anna and Doug had one 
daughter. They named her Edith who currently lives in  
Michigan  
 
During World War II when many young men were 
drafted and left their jobs to fulfill their call to duty, 
Doug worked at the Columbian Rope Company as he 
was considered too old to go to war. When the men 
came home to reclaim their jobs, Doug resumed his 
trade work as a carpenter. Doug used many of his own 
carpentry skills over the years to help keep this church 
building maintained. Not only did Doug leave a  
bequest for college scholarships, he also left a bequest 
to help maintain the buildings. 
 

Doug was a very kind Christian man with a dry sense 
of humor. Edith, his daughter said that he helped a lot 
of people over the years and especially in the 1930’s 
during the Depression when so many people were out 
of work. Doug helped people find jobs and helped in 
any way he could. Edith has fond memories of her Dad 
taking her to the orphanage so they could give to the 
orphans; even taking candy treats. 
 

This plaque will be a visual reminder of Doug’s legacy 
that allows us to make scholarship awards annually. 
The original bequest was $206,800. Since 1993  
approximately, $277,800. (not including this year’s 
awards) has been awarded in scholarships. Edith said 
that her Mother, Anna, taught Sunday School for many 
years here and that Doug thought a scholarship  
program would be a nice way to honor her. 
 

For many of us this plaque will be a visual reminder of 
a Christian man, a kind helper, a servant of God whose 
helpful spirit lives on. 

Westminster Choir 
The Westminster 
Choir meets for 
weekly rehearsals 
and sings in  
worship from  
September through 
June. They are a 
dedicated and  
talented group led by gifted organist/choir director Lori 
Rhodes-Pettit. The Westminster Choir members take a 
well-deserved break during the summer months,  
although many of them provide special solo/duet music 
during summer worship. The choir's last Sunday to 
sing before the summer hiatus will be June 17th. Be 
sure to thank a Westminster Choir member for his/her 
spiritual leadership, and if you like to sing, please  
consider joining the choir in the fall. 
 

Wedding Bells 
Our wonderful child 
care workers have  
wonderful news to 
share with the  
Westminster family—
wedding bells are in the 
air.  Elena Madden is 
marrying Scott Thomas 
on May 5, and Chelsea 
Smith is marrying  

Kevin Cater on June 23. Westminster wishes both 
young women a joyous marriage celebration and much 
happiness as they enter a new chapter in their lives. 

Book Group  

The Westminster Book Group will be meeting on the 
3rd Thursday in May at 7pm in the Social Room. The 
group has chosen following book for discussion: 
 
 

May 17: A Brief History of Time by Stephen W. 
Hawking, with discussion led by Pat Corp 
 

The group will take a break over the summer and meet 
again in September. The book to be discussed will be 
as follows:  
 

September 20: Three Daughters of Eve by Elif 
Shafak. 

Westminster Women 
Westminster women will meet on Tuesday, May 15th 
in the Social room.  Details about the program will be 
announced prior to the meeting.   
 

On June 19th, the ladies will meet for their annual  
salad event.  This year they will meet at 12 noon at the 
summer home of Bronwyn O'Connor and Ted O'Hara  
on Cayuga Lake.  More details will be provided in 
June. 

Memorial Services 
A memorial service will be held for longtime member 
Doris Bierer on May 10, at 11 am, in the chapel of 
Westminster. All are welcome. 
 
A memorial service will be held for members Marilyn 
and Richard Merritt on June 8, at 10:30 am, at Fort Hill 
Cemetery's Bradley Chapel. All are welcome.   
 
Please consider participating in these sacred 
celebrations of life, when we commend these children 
of God to the loving, waiting arms of their Maker.  
 

Contemplative hikes May 26 
& June 23 

Whether you want to get outdoors, need a break from 
the commotion of life, or are feeling drained and 
disconnected, this hike is for you. Spending part of the 
hike in silence and part in conversation, we'll find 
renewal as we become more mindful of our bodies, our 
thoughts, and the soil beneath our feet. Together, we 
will reconnect with God.  
 
On Saturday, 
May 26, from 
10 am to 12 
pm, we will 
hike among the 
stunning 
woods and 
waterfalls of 
Fillmore Glen 
State Park. This is a beautiful but fairly strenuous hike, 
involving occasional steep incline. More about 
Fillmore: https://parks.ny.gov/parks/157/. 
 

On Saturday, June 23, 
from 10 am to 12 pm, we 
will wander in a peaceful 
wood, along a creek and 
shimmering cascade, as 
we hike the nearby 
Skaneateles 
Conservation Area.  
Learn more:  
https://skaak.org/.  

 
Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. 
 
RSVP is required. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided.  

Wednesday Noon Study: 
Come to the waters 

Our discussion and Bible study group continues its 
series about water throughout May and through June 
13. We are exploring everything from spirituality to 
environmental concerns to natural disasters, even to our 
own Owasco Lake. Special focus is being given to the 
role of water in the Bible and is drawing on the PC
(USA) Horizons Bible Study "Come to the Waters."  
 
Water plays a central role in the stories of Scripture, 
from the chaotic waters of creation to the River of Life 
in Revelation. Sometimes there is too much water 
(think Noah); sometimes there is too little water (think 
drought in the desert). In this study, we are exploring 
some of the Bible’s more than 800 references to water, 
including the delivery of God’s people through the 
parting of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan 
River, the judgment of a people weak in faith and the 
adoption of the people of God through baptism. The 
rich imagery of water throughout the Bible helps us 
understand and articulate our faith. Just as water 
nourishes our bodies, so the Scriptures on water 
nourish our souls. 
 
We meet in the conference room of the Education 
Building on Wednesdays at noon. Feel free to bring a 
lunch! 

51st Annual Freedom Fund 
Banquet 

Westminster and the Auburn/
Cayuga NAACP invite you to 
this historic event, as the 
NAACP celebrates 109 years of 
service to the nation and 51 
years of service to Auburn and 
Cayuga County. The goal of the 
fundraiser is to send 10  
college-bound persons of color 
to college with a scholarship. 

The banquet will take place on Friday, May 11, at the 
Springside Inn from 6 to 10pm. The cost for the 
evening is $75 per person, $140 per couple. The cost of 
the dinner includes a one-year NAACP membership 
along with a subscription to the Crisis magazine. For 
further information, please call 315-529-2260 or email 
unit2128@aol.com.  

https://parks.ny.gov/parks/157/
https://skaak.org/
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331
mailto:unit2128@aol.com


Community Response to Job 
Loss 
Auburn churches are coming 

together on June 2, at noon, for 

a community prayer service, 

meal, and conversation about 

economic insecurity and 

unemployment. We will hear 

and lift in prayer the stories of those, among others, who 

lost their jobs a few months ago in the layoffs at Cayuga 

Centers. Together, we will listen, identify future action, 

and support one another in this time of peril. Location 

will be at Auburn United Methodist Church. Pastor 

Patrick, deacon Shavonn Lynch, and new member Kim 

Patch have all been involved in the leadership of this 

emerging coalition of churches. 
 

Elder Care Conversation Circle 

Are you caring for an aging parent 
or loved one? Faced with decisions 
about health care, living options, 
costs, and family dynamics? Do you 
feel like you're "parenting your 

parents"? Westminster offers a monthly conversation 
circle for caregivers who are dealing with the 
overwhelming responsibilities of caring for aging loved 
ones. Join the group on the last Tuesday of each month 
at 7pm (May 29 and June 26). Susan Marteney and Jill 
Fandrich are the group's facilitators. Conversation is 
confidential; the group shares information and 
experiences which help everyone navigate the  
ever-changing terrain of elder care. About 12-20 people 
come each month, including many from the community. 
Please spread the word about this group.   
 

NAACP School Supply Give 
Away 
Gwen Jones, 1st VP 
The Auburn NAACP is a  
non-profit organization 
providing hope for all people 
in its effort to continue the 
fight  against racism and 
injustice. Their mission is to 
continue to be instrumental in improving the community 
we live in and to stand against racism, promote social 
justice and equality for all people. The NAACP is 
planning  their annual back-to-school supply give away 
which will take place in August. This program assists 
families in preparing for the upcoming school year by 
providing some of the needed school supplies to help 
families who otherwise could not afford them. The 
community’s generous donations and volunteer support 
make this event possible.     

TONY BEGINS CAREER 
TRAINING; DARIUS BEGINS 
SCHOOL 
By Beverly Miller 
In February, 2014, Westminster’s Mission/Stewardship 
Committee voted to sponsor the secondary education of 
Ssunna Anthony (affectionately known as Tony), a 
Ugandan orphan who is the nephew of Agnes 
Nagaddya, Bob’s and my honorary daughter. The 
money has been raised through an annual loose offering, 
usually matched by Mission/Stewardship, and some 
generous individual gifts from members of the 
congregation.   
 

This project has had gratifying and thrilling results.  
Recently, Tony completed Senior 4 level and passed a 
national exam which has enormous importance in 
Uganda.  Students’ names and results are printed in 
newspapers and high scorers are announced on 
television.  The entire country waits eagerly for these 
results, and for a poor family like Tony’s, his success in 
achieving this level was cause for pride and rejoicing.   
 

Tony has now enrolled in a two-year vocational training 
school to earn a job certificate in electronic engineering 
(fixing tvs, radios, phones, etc.) and Westminster will 
continue to support his education.  
 

Another new beginning – Darius 
 

For over a year, Agnes has had 
two nephews living with her in 
her one-room home. She has 
managed to enroll 10-year-old 
Solomon in elementary school 
out of the limited earnings from 
her shop, where she sells kitchen 
supplies.  But the family cannot 
afford school fees for 8-year-old 
Darius, which Agnes says “hurts 
my heart.”  So our Mission/
Stewardship Committee has 

voted to support Darius’s elementary education ($86/
term; 3 terms per year).  The first term tuition has been 
sent and in May Darius will start school.   
 

A step forward that American families take for granted – 
a child starting school – is a cause for rejoicing and 
prayers of thanks in Uganda.  As Agnes wrote, “I can 
now see a bright future for Tony and Darius.  Glory and 
honor to God, whose abundant mercy flows to his 
people.  Darius and Tony are going to school!!!! Thank 
you very much dear Westminster family for the great 
financial help.  You are the reason why they are in 
school.” 
 

The May Loose Offering will support the scholarship 
fund for Tony and Darius. 

Forums 
On May 6, Jill Fandrich will lead us in a discussion of 
how we can practice our faith and grow our spirituality 
in our own family settings. While this Forum is intended 
primarily for families for young children, everyone will 
get some practical hints on practicing their faith at home. 
 

The 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) will be held in St. Louis, Missouri from June 16 
to 23 this summer. Patrick will give us a preview of the 
issues that will be considered during the Forum on May 
13. 
 

The arts can be helpful in developing our own 
spirituality. On May 20, Howie Nelson and Charlie 
Weld will talk about how they find spirituality in poetry, 
both those written by others and by themselves. 
 

May 27 is unplanned as of the time of printing of the 
newsletter. Stay tuned for more information about the 
topic for this Sunday. 
 

In February Janet Newman and Peggy Bennett 
undertook a mission trip to Tanzania. On June 3, they 
will share their experiences from this unforgettable trip. 
 

June 10 is CE Sunday when we acknowledge of work of 
all those who have helped with the many aspects of 
Christian Education at Westminster during the year. We 
invite everyone to celebrate the year with an ice cream 
Sunday social after worship. 
 

Children’s Worship Center, 
Children’s Sunday School & 
Summer Sabbath 

The Children’s Worship Center will continue to be led 
by volunteer storytellers and greeters through June 17. 
Stories will include The Good Shepherd and the Lord’s 
Supper, the Ascension, Pentecost, Baptism, the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, the parable of the Great Banquet, 
and finally How the Church Tells Time.  
 

Children’s Sunday School will continue through June 3. 
Jill Fandrich and Audrey McNally provide age 
appropriate lessons and music to children during the 
education hour. 
 

Summer Sabbath begins on June 27 continuing through 
the summer until the fall program year begins. Our two 
capable and loving child care givers, Chelsea and Elena, 
will provide a short Bible story and related activity to 
young children in the Children’s Worship Center during 
worship after the pastor’s conversation with children.  
 

There will be no education hour starting June 27 and 
through the summer.  

 

Worship Highlights for  
May-June: 
 

May 6 - Communion 

May 13 - Last Sunday of Eastertide, New Members   
               Received 

May 20 - Pentecost - Wear Red! 

May 27 - Trinity Sunday, Memorial Weekend  
               (no education hour) 

June 3 - Communion 

June 10 - CE Celebration Sunday, Ice Cream Social 

June 17 - Baccalaureate & Scholarship Sunday 

June 24 - Summer Services begin 
 

Summer Worship 
With snow still on the ground in mid-April, it seems 
quite a reach to plan for summer worship, but that is 
what the worship committee is doing. Our summer 
worship schedule corresponds with the school calendar, 
beginning on June 24th and ending on Labor Day 
weekend, September 2nd. For the past few summers,  
we have enjoyed outdoor worship once a month with 
communion by intinction, a blessing of the pets, and 
keyboard musical accompaniment. We will continue to 
plan for 3-4 outdoor services in 2018, but have not 
selected specific dates as yet.  
 

Baccalaureate Sunday 
When children are baptized at Westminster, the entire 
congregation takes a vow to love, support, and nurture 
them as they grow. Five children for whom we took 
these vows as infants are now graduating from high 
school, college, or graduate school, and we will 
celebrate them and their achievements with joy and pride 
on Baccalaureate Sunday June 17!  
 

Kate Brundage and Alex Blodgett are graduating from 
Auburn High School in June. In addition to being great 
students academically, both have been incredibly active 
in other ways. Alex has played varsity basketball and 
lacrosse, and Kate has played varsity tennis. Kate started 
the Students for Owasco Watershed Lake Association, 
and is the class valedictorian. They are receiving 
acceptance letters to a number of colleges as this 
newsletter goes to press, and will announce their college 
destinations at the Baccalaureate service. Emily 
Schemerhorn graduates from Cornell University in May, 
and Parker Foresman graduates from Union College. 
Lauren McNally will finish graduate work at Lemoyne 
College with a degree as a Family Nurse Practitioner.  
 

If you or someone you know should be recognized at the 
Baccalaureate Service, please contact Melanie in the 
church office or Linda MacKay, Moderator of the 
Membership Committee.  
 

The recipients of the Gilchrist Scholarship awards will 
be recognized on Baccalaureate Sunday as well.  


