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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith 

journey or your life journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of 

Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion of all God’s people in the life and 

ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, age, sexual 

orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith 

community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, 

discovery, and honest struggling with questions of faith.  

Adult Forums 
Faith formation is a lifelong endeavor. Adults meet during 
the Education Hour following worship for forums in the 
social room to explore a variety of topics, including bible 
study, spiritual disciplines, mission and service, 
contemporary issues, and more. Leaders are members and 
guests. We’ve had a successful year of interesting and 
lively forums. They will end this year on May 14, and 
resume in the fall. 
 

May 7: Presbytery Support 
Rev Steve Plank, the Stated Clerk/ Communicator of the 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse, will be the guest worship 
leader on May 7, and will meet with us during the education 
hour to talk about how the presbytery is supporting the 
congregation during this difficult time.  
 

May 14: Interfaith Works 
Interfaith Works will present information about their 
programs, with specific emphasis on the Center for New 
Americans.  
 

Children's Worship Center and 
Summer Sabbath 
The Children's Worship Center will conclude for the year 
on June 18th. Beginning on June 25th, with the start of 
summer worship, children aged 3-grade 2 will have the 
opportunity to attend "Summer Sabbath" sessions with 
Chelsea and Elena in the Social Room. Children's Worship 
Center will reopen in the fall on Rally Day, September 10th. 

Sunday School  
Kids in grades 1-6 meet with Jill Fandrich and Audrey 
McNally in the Junior Room on Sundays following worship 
and fellowship time for music, and a lesson and craft/
activity based on the Sunday lectionary reading. The kids 
are lively, involved members of the Westminster family, 
growing in their faith and in their understanding of how 
God is at work in their lives. This year, the students have 
become very proficient at using their bibles and hymnals, 
and are regular participants in worship.  
 
The last full Education Hour will be May 14, but we will 
continue to have brief music rehearsals following worship 
to practice songs to sing and ring for CE Celebration 
Sunday on June 11.  
 

Westminster Choir 
The Westminster Choir meets for weekly rehearsals and 
sings in worship from September through June. They are a 
dedicated and talented group led by gifted organist/choir 
director Lori Rhodes-Pettit. The Westminster Choir 
members take a well-deserved break during the summer 
months, although many of them provide special solo/duet 
music during summer worship. The choir's last Sunday to 
sing before the summer hiatus will be June 18th. Be sure to 
thank a Westminster Choir member for his/her spiritual 
leadership, and if you like to sing, please consider joining 
the choir in the fall. 
 

Meet Beth Loomis  
 
We are pleased to 
introduce one of 
Westminster’s newest 
members, Beth Loomis! 
Here’s more about Beth in 
her own words, “I grew 
up in the Auburn area and 
was raised in the 
American Baptist 
tradition at First Baptist 
Church, which used to 
stand where the post 
office is now located. I 
spent my career in 

education as a high school English teacher in the 
Port Byron School District. I retired in 2006 with  
32 years of service and, though I loved teaching, 
retirement is a lot more fun! I am currently enjoying 
working as a fitness instructor at the YMCA, where 
I’ve met so many great and caring people. 
 
I have two daughters, Joanne, who lives in North 
Carolina with her husband and two sons, and 
Stephanie, who lives in Auburn with her husband 
and baby daughter. I am currently married to Jim 
Salvage. Jim has two sons, Jim and Jerry, who both 
live in Auburn, and together we have six terrific 
grandchildren—five boys and a girl. 
 
I love spending time with our extended families, 
working out at the Y, reading, and playing golf. I’m 
looking forward to membership at Westminster, 
where I felt at home the first time I attended! I’m 
happy to become a part of this warm and caring 
congregation.”    
 

Gary Coon Honored for 
Community Service 
 
Congratulations to Gary Coon, 
the 2017 recipient of the Fred 
Atkins Community Service 
Award, presented by Unity 
House of Cayuga County. The 
Fred Atkins Community Service 
Award was created in 2011 in 
memory of Atkins, a Cayuga 
County volunteer and board 
member at Unity House for 
more than 30 years. The award recognizes those who 
exemplify Atkins' high moral standards and 
philanthropic spirit. 
 
As a long-time, active member of Westminster and 
currently an elected Deacon, Gary has served on 
many church committees. As a Deacon, he has taken 
the lead in organizing, assembling, and delivering 
Thanksgiving baskets to families in need, and he has 
given countless rides to members who need assistance 
getting to and from church services. Gary has also 
shared a special gift with Westminster – he has a 
beautiful tenor voice and sings in the church choir, 
often performing duets with his sister, Audrey.  
 
The organizations he has served through the years 
include the Fleming No.2 Fire Department, the S-K 
Post of the American Legion, the Utopia Club, and 
the Calvary Food Pantry.   
 
At the Unity House annual dinner on April 24, Gary 
received a $500 cash prize, consisting of $250 for him 
to keep and $250 to be donated to a Cayuga County 
nonprofit of his choice. He has chosen the Calvary 
Food Pantry as this year's recipient. 

May and June 2017 

The Rev. Patrick D. Heery, Pastor 
office@westminsterauburn.org 
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A message from the Rev  
Steve Plank… 

 

Most all of you have learned of the 
deaths of Patrick and Jenna’s twins, 
Ezra and Leo.  I know you share the 
shock and profound sadness of this 
news.  Patrick and Jenna have been 
so open in sharing their story, and it 
has brought all of us along on their 

journey.  This is definitely not how any of us imag-
ined this part of the story would end.  It is our worst 
fear; it is the Heerys’ absolute worst nightmare. 
 

For the foreseeable future, Patrick and Jenna will be in 
need of care.  You as a congregation will be needed 
demonstrate your compassion for them, to lift them up 
in your prayers, to stand with them during these next 
days, weeks, months, and, yes, years as they slowly 
find healing for hearts that are shattered by a tragedy 
that most of us have never experienced. 
 

Knowing many of you as I do, I have no doubts that 
you will rise to the occasion.  You are a vibrant, 
healthy, compassionate, faithful, loving congregation.  
You have strong and capable leaders, and, especially 
during this time, many of them already have stepped 
up to make sure that things are being taken care of 
during Patrick’s absence. 
 

Years ago, I experienced a health crisis that resulted in 
almost three months of being unable to work. Words 
can’t express all that I was feeling about not being at 
church.  I felt guilty. I felt like I was failing the people 
I’d been called to both lead and serve. I felt weak and 
helpless. Everything at church was quite literally out 
of my hands. Plus, I was put in the situation of being 
the one cared for, not providing care. I felt incredibly 
uncomfortable having roles so completely reversed. 

Patrick already is feeling some of these things. He and 
Jenna will feel more of them. When they return to 
church, it will feel awkward for them, and probably a 
bit awkward for many of you as well. Walk tenderly 
with them. Don’t smother them with food or hugs or 
stories of your own losses. Don’t expect them to “get 
over it” and “get on with their lives” anytime soon. 
What they are going through is “compounded grief;” it 
is grief intensified by trauma. So just love them. Pray 
for them. Console them in ways that are compassion-
ate but not intrusive. Don’t hesitate to mention Ezra 
and Leo by name. Find ways to walk with Jenna and 
Patrick that are genuine and caring. And through this 
time, know that I and others in the Presbytery will be 
providing care for them, too, and already have met 
with some of your church leaders to help make sure 
that things are taken care of during Patrick’s absence. 
Know that as we are praying for Patrick and Jenna, we 
are praying for you all as well. 
 
As I write this, it is Good Friday. It is the day in which 
we are invited, even called, to stare into the pain and 
starkness of death and tragedy, of suffering and loss. 
So I remember this day that we stand with the Heerys 
at their own Calvary. I remember this day that the joy 
of Easter will come, but it is not here yet. Resurrection 
joy will come for Patrick and Jenna, but the walk 
through Calvary will be a long one for them. What 
they most need right now from us are companions 
who will simply walk with them, quietly  
accompanying them, ready to catch them when they 
fall, surrounding them with love and prayers. 
                      
 

      - The Rev. Steve Plank, Stated Clerk/
Communicator of the Presbytery  

of Cayuga-Syracuse 

We join with Patrick and Jenna Heery in grieving the loss of their infant twin sons, Ezra Lee and Leo Allen, 
who were stillborn at 21 weeks at Strong Memorial Hospital on April 8. This crushing loss is heartbreaking 
for Patrick and Jenna, and for the whole Westminster family who felt such love, joy, and hope for these  
babies. A funeral service was held in the Westminster sanctuary on April 22 with the Rev Mary Anderson and 
the Rev Janet Newman leading worship.  Patrick will be on bereavement leave until May 14. Westminster is 
blessed with strong leaders and talented members who are stepping up during this time. We are especially 
grateful to the Revs. Janet Newman, Larry Bell, and Nancy Bidlespacher, who are assisting with worship  
leadership, preaching, and pastoral care. The Rev. Steve Plank, Stated Clerk of the Cayuga-Syracuse  
Presbytery, is providing pastoral care for Patrick and Jenna as well as assisting Westminster with planning and 
worship leadership.  
 

You are encouraged to surround Patrick and Jenna with love and prayers now and in the days to come. Meals 
and offers of practical help are being coordinated by the Deacons and Membership Committee. Please talk to 
Linda MacKay for details. Cards can be sent in care of the church. The family encourages donations to the 
Pregnancy Loss Support Service at 601 Elmwood Ave., Box 619-314, Rochester, NY 14642. This is the  
service that supported Jenna and Patrick after the deaths of Ezra and Leo. Donations can be monetary or in the 
form of knit or crocheted hats or blankets for babies of all sizes.      
                                                                                                                            - Jill Fandrich, Clerk of Session 

May Loose Offerings- Tony’s 
Education  
Ssuuna Anthony, known affectionately to his 
Westminster family as Tony, began a new term at St. 
Joseph Secondary School – Konge (Mpigi District) on 
January 29, 2017, with the continued support of our 
congregation and the “Tony Education Fund.”  
  

For those in the congregation who may not have been 
with us when we first “adopted” Tony, he is an orphan 
whose parents both died of AIDS when he was only 
five years old. He was cared for by his extended family 
in their traditional village. When it was time for him to 
begin school, a neighbor offered to pay his tuition, 
since all school requires payment in Uganda, beginning 
at the first grade. Tony did well and enjoyed school. 
But in 2014, when it was time for him to advance to 
high school, there was no one with the resources to 
pay. With no high school within walking distance of 
Tony’s village, he knew he would need to attend a 
boarding school. And that seemed totally beyond the 
means of his family.  
  

The Westminster Mission & Stewardship Committee 
was aware of Tony’s situation because his aunt Agnes 
was being sponsored for her college education by 
Westminster members Bob and Beverly Miller.  When 
Agnes asked whether they knew anyone who could 
sponsor Tony, the committee volunteered. The cost per 
term is far lower than boarding school in America – 
approximately $200 per term, with three terms per year 
totaling about $600/year. Trusting in the generosity of 
the Westminster congregation, the committee  
designated Tony’s education as a Loose Offering 
recipient each year.     
  

Tony and his Aunt Agnes were overwhelmed by this 
door opening for Tony’s future. Agnes wrote to us: 
“Tears of joy flowed from my eyes when I received the 
GOOD NEWS about Tony’s sponsorship. I shouted 
Allelujah to the Almighty God. What an extraordinary 
miracle and special blessing for Tony to get sponsors! 
Thank you very much indeed for considering the 
helpless and poor Tony for sponsorship. There are 
many acts of charity that can be done to one another 
but EDUCATION surpasses them all. A person who 
offers education to a needy one is a real parent who 
truly wishes that child a good future. I declare that you 
are Tony’s Mums and Dads now.” 
  

Tony has now entered the highest grade level, Senior 
Four.  Loose Offering gifts during the month of May 
will go toward his tuition for the coming school 
year.  The Westminster congregation has been very 
generous during the years since we became Tony’s 
Mums and Dads, and we ask that once again you give 
him the gift “that surpasses them all” – EDUCATION. 
 

June Loose Offering- Cub 
Scout Pack 40 
By Andrea Creighton 

Cub Scout Pack 40 
serves boys mainly 
from Casey Park and 
Genesee elementary 
schools.  We provide 
our scouts with a 
program that teaches 
good character, social 
skills, and 
environmental 
respect.  The majority 
of our scouts come 
from low income 

families. This makes it difficult for many of our scouts 
to participate in certain activities such as go to camp or 
the zoo.  
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church generously helped 
our pack out in February with a donation.  That 
donation helped to pay the rising registration fees. 
This year the cost of registration is $60 per scout (up 
from $26.50).  We have 30 boys in our pack.  We 
cannot thank the church enough for the help already 
given to us.   
 
The June loose change offerings will be used to help 
pay for program supplies that we use like paint, duct 
tape, crayons, glue sticks, and paper.   
 
The money will also go towards purchasing the awards 
and patches that the boys have earned.  Cub scouts earn 
belt loops as they advance through the program.  Each 
loop costs $1.39 and each boy will earn at least 6 a 
year.  This really adds up as our boys are working very 
hard!  Some of our boys have already earned 10!  
 
Lastly the money will be put towards activity fees. We 
like to provide a variety of activities for the boys such 
as camping, visits to the zoo or a museum, and special 
guest presentations.  This past year we camped at 
Camp Gregory, went to the zoo in Syracuse and had a 
fantastic presentation from MaxMan Reptile Rescue. 
We hope to be able to continue to provide exciting 
educational experiences to our scouts. 
      
We also are accepting donations of gently used 
camping supplies and hand tools.  While you are doing 
your spring cleaning please keep us in mind.   
 
If you have any questions about Cub Scouts or 
donations please contact Aaron Creighton at  
413-455-5988.   
 
 

tel:(413)%20455-5988


Changes to our Child Care 
Arrangements  
 

Thanks to funds from 
the Elsie Ogar 
Memorial Fund, the 
Christian Education 
Committee has made 
some changes to 
our Sunday morning 
child care program. In 
the back of the 
sanctuary, the Babies 
Corner provides a place with rocking chairs, a play mat 
and a few basic supplies for those caring for young 
babies. Remember, there is a changing table in the 
large handicapped rest room.  
 
For children under 3, child care is now taking place in 
the Social Room. Elena Madden and Chelsea Smith, 
our experienced and loving child care providers, 
welcome children there instead of in the Education 
Building. During the Education Hour after worship, 
Elena and Chelsea move into the Children’s Worship 
Center to provide simple lessons and care for children 
below first grade. 
 
By placing child care closer to the sanctuary, our 
church is more welcoming to young families. The 
arrangement is more convenient for parents or 
guardians dropping off their children before worship 
and for the child care providers to retrieve parents or 
guardians, should the need arise. 
 

 
 

Please be aware that access to the Social Room is 
restricted to the child care workers and parents or 
guardians during worship. For your convenience, a 
pitcher of water and glasses are available outside the 
Social Room during worship. 

Easter Saturday Family 
Activity Day  
 

Westminster was 
filled with the joyful 
sound of 
neighborhood 
children hunting for 
Easter eggs around 
the church the 
Saturday before 
Easter. The event 
was just one part of a 
morning filled with activity, including a meeting of  
Refresh, a young women’s group led by Shavonn 
Lynch,  Worship Center experience for children with 

the story of Holy 
Week, activities 
and crafts, and 
finally a delicious 
pizza lunch. There 
were 38 kids 
enjoying the 
morning’s 
activities, along 
with their parents. 
Thanks to Annette 

Bell, Audrey McNally, Linda and Bill MacKay, 
Shavonn Lynch, Andrea Creighton, and Christina 
Thornton for this great neighborhood event.  
 

Christian Education Sunday 
On Sunday, June 11, Christian Education will celebrate 
the end of the program year with an ice cream social 
after worship to which all are invited. There will be no 
forum on this Sunday or throughout the summer. 
 

Baccalaureate Sunday 
Baccalaureate Sunday is June 18th, 2017 and in 
keeping with our Westminster tradition, it is time to 
reach out to those individuals/members who have 
achieved academic milestones within this past year. In 
addition to recognizing Lydia Marteney, who is 
graduating from Auburn High School this year, we’d 
like to recognize other individuals who have 
successfully completed high school, associates, 
bachelors, masters, Military academy, or vocational 
school. 
 
We would appreciate all or any information from the 
individuals, so that proper invitations to the service 
may be provided. Please call Melanie in the church 
office or email either Linda Mackay at 
linda.mackay28@gmail.com or Melanie at 
office@westminsterauburn.org.  

Worship Committee Thanks 
The Worship Committee, on 
behalf of the Westminster 
congregation, extends  
heart-felt thanks to Janet 
Newman and Larry Bell for 
helping us navigate through 
Holy Week and Easter in 
Patrick's absence. Palm/
Passion Sunday,  
Maundy Thursday, and 
Easter sunrise/later services were beautifully carried out 

with expertise and grace. We 
are indeed blessed to have 
among our worshiping 
community three retired 
pastors, who are willing to 
step in whenever needed. Rev. 
Nancy Bidlespacher will be 
assisting us with our 23rd 
Psalm-based hymn service 

on April 30th. Rev. Steve Plank, stated clerk/
communicator for the Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery, 
will preach on May 7 and May 14th. 
 

Looking Ahead: 
June is a busy month for Westminster worshipers.  
June 4 - Pentecost, Communion 
June 11 - Christian Education Celebration  
June 18 - Baccalaureate Sunday, Westminster Choir 
Appreciation 
June 25 - Beginning of Summer Worship format 
 

A Fond Farewell to Tabitha 
 

Tabitha McCullough,  
our much-adored 
Children's Worship 
Center leader and 
storyteller, will be 
moving to Beaverton, 
Oregon in September 
to embark upon the 
next phase of her 
career. Tabitha has 
been an important part 
of our staff for four years, as well as an assistant 
company manager with the Merry-Go-Round 
Playhouse. With a dual degree in theater and 
elementary education, Tabitha will be seeking new 
opportunities to utilize her gifts and skills. Tabitha's last 
day in the Children's Worship Center will be on June 
18, but we will be honoring her during worship and 
fellowship on CE Celebration Sunday, June 11th. We 
extend our deepest gratitude to Tabitha for all that she 
has meant to us and the children she serves so lovingly, 
and we wish her Godspeed and many blessings in her 
future endeavors. 

A message from Tabitha 

To my Family: 

The words I have are 
hard to find. In 
August 2013 Pastor 
Phil and the CE 
Committee took a 
chance on a girl from 
a small town in 
Kansas. You 
entrusted me with 
your children and 
helped me reroot my 
faith. Come 
September I will be moving to Beaverton, OR to 
continue my journey and find a position that will allow 
me to work with children. My time here allowed me to 
see what a joy it is to watch children grow and learn. 
This is something I want to do for the remainder of my 
career, and had it not been for you I may not have heard 
that calling. Thank you so much for everything you do 
and continue doing. You remind me every day that 
worship isn't always going to church. Worship is 
serving a community and helping each other grow. Be 
it through a hello, a hug, or a simple direction for 
someone who is lost. Thank you for keeping me 
grounded and helping bring a smile to my face. This 
place will always have part of my heart. 
 

Eastertide 
Have you noticed that the white paraments (cloth 
sanctuary dressings) that appeared on Easter morning 
are still there? That's because we have entered the 
liturgical season called Eastertide, which lasts for fifty 
days until Pentecost, from the Greek pentēkostē 
(hēmera), meaning ‘fiftieth (day)’. On the 7th Sunday 
after Easter, on June 4, the liturgical color will change 
to red for Pentecost, and we will encourage all 
worshipers to wear red on that day. 
 

Summer Worship 
It seems a bit early to think about summer worship 
(especially since it snowed a few short weeks ago),  
but the Worship Committee is already talking about  
and planning for it. Last year, we experienced outdoor 
worship with communion by intinction on the 
first Sunday of each of the summer months (July-
September). Because most members seemed to enjoy 
worshiping "in nature", we are considering adding a 
few more outdoor worship Sundays, weather permitting 
and helpers willing. Moving worship outdoors does 
involve more work in setting up chairs, keyboard, and 
sound equipment, so any extra help is appreciated. 
Please let us know if you favor more frequent outdoor 
worship (and if you can help with the logistics) by 
speaking with Audrey or Jill. 

mailto:linda.mackay28@gmail.com
mailto:office@westminsterauburn.org


Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 

 

It seems hard to believe that our 
school year is coming to an end 
already!   This year seems to have 
flown by in the blink of an eye as 
the students made wonderful 
memories as they learned all  along 
the way!  WNS would like to thank 
the very generous donors, sponsors 
and community members that made 
our 65th Anniversary Jubilee a huge 

success!  It was an incredibly fun night of celebrating 
the love and learning that has gone on throughout the 
years---all while helping the school raise funds for our 
scholarship program as well as for general operating 
expenses.  It is because of the support of so many that 
we are able to continue our mission to provide a 
quality preschool experience to the children of Auburn 
and the surrounding communities. 
 
April showers leave us in time for May flowers to 
make their appearance.  The children are busy planting 
beans, watching them grow in the morning sun and 
making feeders to help the birds as they create their 
spring homes.  A walk to the fire house and a Centro 
bus ride to the CCC nature trail are two of the fun trips 
we will take in the next few weeks, as the weather 
continues to warm up!  We will finish our year off 
with a picnic celebration at the playground, and bid 
farewell to our students heading off to kindergarten in 
the fall.  Our preschool graduation ceremony will take 
place on June 14th at 6:30pm, in the sanctuary of the 
church.  All our welcome to come hear the children 
sing some of their favorite songs before they take the 
walk over our preschool bridge and receive their 
diplomas.  Light refreshments will be served following 
the ceremony. 

Pentecost Offering 
The Pentecost 
Offering is collected 
and dedicated on the 
day of Pentecost, 
which this year is 
June 4. One of four 
Special Offerings of 
the PC(USA), the 
Pentecost Offering 
supports Young 
Adult Volunteers, 
Ministries for Youth, 
and Child Advocacy.  
It provides a direct way for the church to encourage, 
develop, and support its young people, and address the 
needs of-at risk children.  
 
To focus on the area of child advocacy, the  221st   
General Assembly of the PC(USA)  launched a 
churchwide initiative calling on Presbyterians to work 
with partners in the U. S. and worldwide to improve 
the quality of education for one million children by 
2020.  On a national level this initiative will center 
around strengthening early childhood education and 
reducing the dropout rate of adolescents. 
 
The Pentecost Offering encourages congregations to 
donate 40% of what they collect toward a local effort 
which supports children and youth. Westminster will 
give 40% of the offering to the scholarship fund of 
Westminster Nursery School, which provides financial 
support for local children at our wonderful preschool.   
 
More information on the programs supported by the 
Pentecost Offering can be found at 
presbyterianmission.org/pentecost. Please give as 
generously as you can. 

Where Your Heart Is Grant 
Are you passionate about a mission in your life? Do you need some funding to 
get things going? DO you want to get others involved? Are you ready to begin 
now? Then, you are the perfect person to apply for a Where Your Heart Is Grant! 
Requests can range from $100 to $2,000. This is a brand new initiative for 
Westminster and one we hope will get you energized and going out to follow 
your personal calling from God. 
  
Young and old alike may apply – and it is simple! Application forms are in the 
office or out in the narthex. Pick one up. Think about your project. Fill out the 
form and give it to Susan Marteney or drop it in the offering plate even. Other 
deeds are explained on the form. Get ready to follow your heart! 
 
The application form is available in the church office, and can be picked up or 
emailed. Simple! 

Presbytery welcomes guest 
author, Doug Pagitt 
The Presbytery of Cayuga-
Syracuse welcomes author 
Doug Pagitt to Auburn in  
conjunction with presbytery’s 
stated annual meeting which 
will be held on Saturday, May 
20, 2017 at First Presbyterian 
Church (112 South 
Street).  Doug, described as  
author, speaker, podcaster,  
organizer, ultra-marathoner,  
goodness conspirator and  
possibility evangelist, is the  
author of Flipped, the subject of a presbytery-wide 
book read. 
  
Jesus’ use of “you have heard it said…but I say to 
you…” has been a powerful call for people to see new 
possibilities of God’s action in the world and in our 
lives.  Doug calls this a “flip.”  Following the morning 
business session and lunch ($7), Westminster  
members and friends are invited to join Doug in the 
Case Mansion (108 South Street) from 1:00-3:30pm to 
explore the meaning of being Flipped through Doug’s 
presentation, small group discussions, and questions 
for the author. 
  
On Saturday evening Doug moves to Westminster 
Church.  From 7:00-9:00pm, Doug will lead an  
interactive, multimedia conversation about the  
changing spiritual landscape of the United States and 
how activists and people of faith can create pathways 
of connection, belonging and robust change and  
organize just and generous communities of faith. 
  
In between these two events, Presbytery has arranged 
for private tours beginning at 4:00pm at Willard  
Chapel ($5) and the Seward House Museum ($8).   
For more information or to sign up for any of the 
day’s activities, contact Linda Russell at 
lsruss@aol.com or 315-252-5795. 
 

Sensory Mitts Group 
The Sensory Mitts group will meet May 16 and June 
20, from 6:30-8:00, in the Conference Room of the 
Education Building. The group has been fulfilling  
individual requests over the winter months, bringing 
the total number of mitts given away to 70. The Finger 
Lakes Center for Living and Auburn Hospital have 
requested a total of 35, which the group hopes to fill 
soon. All skill levels are welcome as we work toward 
meeting the needs of anyone with restless hands. 

Westminster Book Group 
The Westminster Book Group will 
meet at 7:00pm on the third  
Thursday of May and June in the 
Social Room. The next book, to be 
discussed May 18, is A Man 
Called Ove  by Fredrik Backman, 
with discussion led by Sylvia  
Wasserman.  In this bestselling and 
quirky debut novel from Sweden, a 
grumpy yet loveable man finds his 
solitary world turned on its head 
when a boisterous young family moves in next 
door.  June’s meeting will be led by Sue Ahner and 
the book is Christ Stopped at Eboli by Carlo  
Levi.  First published in 1947, this book is a memoir 
of Levy’s exile in Southern Italy during the rise of  
fascism in 1935, depicting his interaction with the 
peasants and reaction to his restrictions on movement. 
 

Spring Rummage Sale  
Postponed 
The Westminster Women have decided to postpone 
the spring rummage sale. Hold all those donations for 
the fall!  
 

Hymnals for Veterans Chapel 
Westminster Church is purchasing new “Glory to 
God” hymnals for the Metcalf Memorial Chapel. You 
can help us meet our goal of 40 copies for the chapel 
by purchasing dedicated copies for $20 each. The 
Metcalf Chapel honors US military veterans, and we 
invite you to dedicate a hymnal in honor of a  
serviceperson or veteran whom you would like to  
remember.  The hymnals will be dedicated on 
the Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend, May  28. 
Forms are available in the narthex. For more  
information, see Audrey McNally or Jill Fandrich.  
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