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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life 
journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion 

of all God’s people in the life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, 
age, sexual orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith 
community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest 
struggling with questions of faith.  

Reflection on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

by Shavonn Lynch 

As I reflect on the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. I 
feel both sadness and hope. Every year for the last 42 
years there has been an ecumenical Martin Luther 
King, Jr. service, in the city of Auburn and this year 
is no exception. This year’s service will mark 43 
years of remembering the legacy of Dr. King and his 
hopes and dreams of reconciliation among and  
between God’s varied children. Forty-three years of 
coming together for a moment in time to celebrate 
King.  A special ecumenical service where we are 
called to forget the brokenness, the fragmentation of 
the body of Christ witnessed in our varied  
denominations and segregated worship settings. The sadness I feel is the  realization and recognition that it takes 
an act of intentionality, a special ecumenical service for us to remember and recall the meaning and purpose  
behind King’s dream. As we celebrate King’s legacy, we must wrestle with the realization that King’s dream is 
not yet fully realized. My hope comes from knowing that there are those who refuse to let go of King’s legacy, 
who continue to fight to keep his dream alive.  

For the last two years I have had the privilege of being able to participate in the remembrance of King’s life and 

legacy.  It is a reminder that I have a part to play not just in remembering his legacy but in helping it become a 
reality. As I journey through seminary trying to discern God’s call for my life I have learned what it means to 
passionately fight for what you believe. From the early church fathers to the reformers to Dr. King, people have 

fought for what is true and what is right. I may not know where the road leads, but I am certain that I cannot 
serve God unless I serve God’s people. I too must be willing to fight for what is right and true. It is my turn to 
take up the mantle and fight for others as others have fought for me.  

New Members 
Westminster welcomes the following new members to 
our church family!  
 

Chris and Kim Patch 
Here is Kim’s self-introduction: 
“We are the Patch family and 
have decided to become 
members of this church which 
has been so life giving. Chris 
and myself, Kim, both have MA 
degrees from Northeastern 
Seminary. I work for Catholic 
Charities of the Finger Lakes 
and Chris is a stay-at- home 
dad. You will see our daughters, 

Monica, Chyanne, Alex and Lucianna at various times. 
We are an extremely sarcastic family and love to joke 
around with each other. We also have 2 dogs, a cat, a 
sugar glider and a hamster. We love to go camping. 
We are far from perfect but we have love.” 
 

Aja, Mike, and Sammy Hahn 
Aja grew up in Southern 
California, while Mike hails from 
Skaneateles NY. Aja is a Library 
Media Specialist at Weedsport 
Elementary and Mike spends his 
days drafting architectural plans 
and rendering buildings for client 
needs. Samuel is a 2 1/2 year old 
firecracker, who loves to run and 
play with tractors, trains, or trucks 
(anything that rolls!). Aja says, “As family, we enjoy 
spending as much time outdoors—hiking, camping, 
cycling, running, and playing. We love living in the 
Finger Lakes and can’t imagine a home anywhere else, 
though we love to travel and see new places, the 
Adirondacks, Toronto, and Chicago being a few of our 
favorite places to visit.” 
 

Tina Barry 
Tina retired from West Middle 
School in 2006 where she taught 
Regents Earth Science and Life 
Science. Her husband, Kevin, 
recently retired from Auburn 
High School where he taught 
History. She has two sons 
(Jason and Peter) and two 
granddaughters ( Maeve and 

Ness).  Her mom is now a resident at The Commons and 
is her foremost concern and responsibility. 
 

Tina is a stained glass artist, whose hobby of 30 years 
has evolved into a business whose biggest customer is 
Francis House, a hospice house in Syracuse.  Kevin and 
Tina enjoy traveling together. She is also an avid golfer 
and bridge player. 
 

Tina was an active member of United Church of Auburn 
for over 30 years and before that a member of Calvary 
Presbyterian Church.  She was baptized at First 
Presbyterian Church in Skaneateles as a teenager. In the 
past she was very involved with Habitat for Humanity 
of Cayuga County, and she has been on three church 
related mission trips. Tina says, “It has been about one 
year since I first visited Westminster Church.  I am so 
pleased with how welcoming the members have been.  I 
already know many of you and look forward to getting 
to know others.” 
 

Keara Thomas 
Keara is currently attending Cayuga 
Community College for childhood 
education.  She helps out at a daycare 
from time to time and loves working 
with children.  Keara has told us that 
she loves listening to all kinds of 
music, baking and spending time with 
family.  She is also the proud mother 
of Ezekiel. 
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Lent: the time is now! 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

This year, I made a New Year’s 
resolution to go to the gym at least 
three times every week. It seemed like 
a positive, but still not overly 
ambitious, goal. Do you want to know 
how many times I have been to the 
gym since New Year’s Day? Zero. I 
haven’t stepped foot in a gym. I have, 
on the other hand, eaten an inordinate 
amount of ice cream. 

  

Apparently, 80 percent of New Year’s resolutions fail 
by February. 
  

It’s not that we don’t desire change. Most of us want to 
live more faithfully, more purposefully, more joyfully. 
Most of us want to spend more time with our families, 
community, and God. And yet, it always seems to be an 
aspiration for the future. We say we’ll change—when 
we’re not so busy, when we don’t need to worry about 
bosses or paychecks or the losses that come with living. 
  

The problem is that these changes seem to belong to a 
different world that’s just not here yet. 
  

You hear preachers like me ask you to be selfless, to 
volunteer, to love your enemies, to pray and worship, to 
advocate justice and read Scripture, to honor Sabbath 
each week, and you think: yeah, that all sounds good, 
but I live in the real world, where I don’t have time or 
energy for all that; and even if I tried, the rest of the 
world would still go on being its busy, selfish, hurtful 
place. 
  

With so much suffering, the truth is that the world of the 
cross can seem impossibly distant from the world of the 
resurrection. 
  

Yet, the apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10, insists 
that the time for discipleship, for faith, for change, is 
now. “Now is the acceptable time,” says Paul. “Now is 
the day of salvation!” Not when things get better, but 
now. 
  

This may seem like an odd message for Lent, when we 
spend 40 days waiting for Easter, waiting for the world 
to change. 
  

But Lent isn’t about waiting for Easter. It’s 
about getting ready for Easter. It’s about living as if 
Easter is coming. It’s about cutting away the old world 
from our life—all the anxiety, all the busyness, all the 
materialism, all the ego and greed, all the divisions and 
hate, all the unbelief—and creating a life that looks like 
the kingdom of God. A unified life of peace, and love, 
and worship. A life devoted to caring for the least of 

these, to lifting up the orphan and the widow, the poor 
and the stranger. A life that recognizes in each moment 
the presence of God and proclaims that presence to the 
world. 
  

Paul believes this is possible because, for Paul, the cross 
(that old world of death, of sin) and the resurrection 
(that new world of life, of salvation) are now linked. 
And the link is Jesus Christ. His sacrifice, his love, 
overcame the division. He climbed up on that cross and 
broke it—because he refused to live by its terms. He 
refused to condemn his enemies. He refused to hate. 
Refused the easy way out. Refused cynicism and 
despair. He choose to live like Easter was already upon 
him. And because he made that choice, he became the 
highway between this world and God’s. 
  

If we wait till we feel different, till the world has 
changed, we will never become the people we want to 
be. The only way we get there is if we choose today to 
live like we belong to God’s kingdom now. 
  

But here’s why this isn’t just another New Year’s 
resolution: regardless of what choice we make, Christ 
has already made that choice for us. We have already 
been claimed by God’s love, by this new and beautiful 
world we find so elusive. We’re not being asked to 
change our lives; we’re being asked to believe that God 
already has. 
  

I hope that you believe, that you choose to live as if you 
are already a citizen of God’s new world. But the 
miracle is that, even if you don’t, even when the old 
world crowds in and claims dominion over you, God 
already sees you as the reconciled and beautiful child of 
God you want to be. God sees you this way, because 
God looks at you through Christ. 
  

Lent is your chance to believe, and to know that even 
when you don’t believe, God still does. 
 

Shavonn Lynch Is Going to 
General Assembly 
Shavonn Lynch has been selected as one of this year's 
Theological Student Advisory Delegates to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s General Assembly. 
Shavonn is a deacon and member of Westminster, as 
well as a seminary student and Inquirer for ordination to 
ministry. Shavonn was selected by the denomination's 
Stated Clerk from among seminarians across the nation. 
As a TSAD, Shavonn will have a voice and a vote in her 
Assembly committee and will have a voice in the 
business of the General Assembly itself. She and other 
advisory delegates will recommend actions on business, 
which will be considered by the voting pastor and elder 
commissioners. This is a great honor and exciting 
opportunity! Congratulations, Shavonn! 

Book Group  
The Westminster Book 
Group will be meeting on 
the 3rd Thursday in March, 
April and May at 7pm in 
the Social Room. The 
group has chosen the  
following books for  
discussion: 

 

March 15: Occult America by Mitch Horowitz, with 
discussion led by Ann Wiley 
April 19: Auburn, New York: The Entrepreneurs’ 
Frontier by Scott W. Anderson, with discussion led by 
Robyn Warn 
May 17: The Courage to Be by Paul Tillich, with  
discussion led by Pat Corp 
 

WNS Pancake Breakfast 
All are invited to 
Westminster  
Nursery School’s 
pancake breakfast 
on Saturday, March 
10 from 8:30 to 
11:00 in the Great 
Hall. The breakfast 
is inspired by the 
popular children’s book If Y ou Give a Pig a Pancake, 
and there will be pancake/pig theme activities for kids 
as well as a delicious breakfast for all. Members of the 
Christian Education and Membership/Evangelism 
committees will be helping. Tickets are available in the 
church office during the week. They are $5 per person 
with a $20 maximum family limit. 
 

Traffic and Parking 
Construction has begun on 
the new regional welcome 
center which is being built 
across the street from the 
church. The city has created 
a new 3-way stop  
intersection, traffic pattern, 
and pedestrian walkways in 

front of the church to make vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic safer. Please be aware of the changes around the 
church. To ease traffic congestion on weekdays,  
especially when the nursery school is in session, enter 
the church parking lot from Court Street and exit onto  
William Street. It is still permissible for church  
members to use the county courthouse parking lot on 
Sundays and evenings when the courthouse is closed. 
Church members may use the church parking lot  
during the week when attending a church program or 
on church business. Permits are available from  
Melanie.  

Gilchrist Plaque Dedication 
During worship on April 15th there will 
be a plaque dedicated in honor of   
Douglas Gilchrist, the generous donor of 
the Gilchrist scholarship fund. This  
dedication will give Westminster an  
opportunity to express our deep and  
abiding gratitude for Mr. Gilchrist’s  
legacy and to celebrate his life.  

LGBTQ+ Support 
There is a new 
support group in 
town! Calling all 
LGBTQ+ youth 
ages 12-18 years 
old. The Q Center/ACR Health has agreed to partner 
with Westminster Presbyterian Church to bring their 
support services to Cayuga County. The Q Center is in 
Auburn every 2nd and 4th Monday from 3pm – 7pm. 
There is also a parent group on the 4th Monday from 
5pm -7pm. There will be snacks, games, fun and a  
dinner provided. The Q Center is a reputable  
organization with the most experience in counseling 
the LGBTQ+ youth population. These facilitated  
support groups are potentially life saving services that, 
up until now, have not been provided in Cayuga  
County. Have additional questions? Call the Q Center 
at (315) 475-2430 or email qcentercny@acrhealth.org. 

Elder Care Conversation  
Circle 
Are you caring for an aging 
loved one? Westminster hosts a 
support group on the last  
Tuesday of each month to allow 
people who are "parenting their 
parents" and dealing with the struggles and stresses of 
health care, family dynamics, and figuring out living 
options for aging family members. The group meets  
7-9pm on the last Tuesday of the month in the church 
social room, and welcomes new members at any time. 
At the March 27 meeting, we will be joined by Brenda 
Wiemann, the Director of the Cayuga County Office 
for the Aging, to talk about local resources for elder 

caregivers. 
 

Westminster Women 
Westminster Women have changed their meeting day 
and time. The meetings will now be held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm in the social room at 
Westminster Church.  Our March program will be led 
by Chrissy Thornton on Chapel House. The Prayer 
Shawl pantry is low and needs restocking.  We request 
that our members who crochet and knit help us to  
replenish our supply. 



March Loose Change: ARISE 
Each month, the loose change in the Sunday offering 
plates is designated for a particular organization or 
cause. In March, loose change will support ARISE.  
ARISE Auburn’s mission is to work with people of all 
abilities to create a fair and just community in which 
everyone can fully participate. ARISE is in its 39th year 
of providing assistance, information, referrals and  
advocacy services to individuals with disabilities, their 
family and friends, service providers, and businesses 
within Cayuga and Seneca Counties at no charge.  
 

In April of 2011, ARISE began an entirely new  
program designed to assist people who do not have  
access to the items of daily personal care that many of 
us take for granted...toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste, 
deodorant, paper towels, and laundry detergent just to 
name a few. In our community, many families struggle 
to provide the basic necessities for themselves and 
their children. The barrier to accessing these items is 
that they cannot be purchased with SNAP (Food 
Stamps) and they are rarely available through other 
community resources. Since its inception, ARISE has 
served 125 families with over 18,000 products. In 
2017, we served 75 families with 3,230 items and 
Westminster volunteers served over 149 hours for a 
total savings of $1,450 in staff salaries. 
 

The Personal Care Bank is funded in part through a 
small grant from the United Way, and relies heavily on 
fundraisers and donations. Over the last 6 years, 
ARISE has received many extremely generous  
donations from the Loose Change Offering, the Church 
Board of Deacons, the Women’s Group and its  
members. Sara Douglass says, “On behalf of ARISE, I 
would like to thank the Westminster congregation and 
volunteers for your support of the Personal Care Bank. 
We couldn’t do it without you.” 

April Loose Change:  
Opendore 

If you have driven through the small 
village of Sherwood recently, you 
may have noticed the gradual  
transformation of a derelict house 
named Opendore, soon to become 
the home of the Howland Stone 
Store Museum. Neglected for  
decades, the original beauty of the 
Brockway design is once again  
evident to all. But the significance 

of the house extends beyond its architecture. It was 
once owned by noted suffragist Isabel Howland, one of 
several Howland family members who acted out their 
faith in the divinely given equality of all persons. They 
supported the Underground Railroad, women’s right to 
vote, and the education of women and African-
Americans. Soon, Opendore will again be open to the 
community to tell forgotten stories of Sherwood’s part 
in the fight for equality. April’s Loose Change  
Offering will be designated for the repair of six leaded 
glass windows on the front of Opendore. Any funds 
will be matched by a New York State historic  
preservation grant. 
 

Larry Bell is actively involved with the Opendore  
project, and will lead an Adult Forum on April 15 with 
the theme “All (men) are created equal.” 
 

The Auburn area proudly embraces such luminaries of 
equality as Harriet Tubman, Eliza Wright, William 
Seward and Emily Howland. Westminster has, at 
times, been on the forefront of progressive social  
activism. Yet Presbyterian support for equality has 
never been unanimous, even in Auburn. In this adult 
forum, we will discuss the struggle for equality—past, 
present and future. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
A gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural  
disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. 
  

The three programs supported by the offering are Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. PDA enables  
congregations and mission partners to witness healing love of Christ through caring for 
communities adversely affected by crises and catastrophic events.  The Presbyterian 
Hunger Program works to alleviate hunger and its causes.  
 

Self-Development of People is a ministry that affirms God’s concern for humankind.   
We are Presbyterians and ecumenical partners dissatisfied with poverty and oppression, united in faith and  
action through sharing, confronting, and enabling by participating in the empowerment of economically poor,  
oppressed, and disadvantaged people, seeking to change the structures that perpetuate poverty, oppression and 
injustice.  
  

Thank you in advance for your generous offering, which along with the children’s “fish banks,” will be  
collected and dedicated on Palm Sunday, March 25. 

The Ordination of Jenna  
Lynn Heery 

 

Wonderful news! Jenna was approved 
by our presbytery to be ordained to her 
specialized ministry of caring for 
grieving families and exploring with 
them the possibility of organ donation. 
Thank you to all the church members 
who came to the presbytery meeting to support Jenna 
during her examination. Jenna was eloquent and 
insightful, leaving few eyes dry in the sanctuary.  
 
On April 14, at 4 pm, Jenna will be ordained by the 
Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at Westminster. All are 
invited to join Jenna for this sacred moment in her 
calling. The Rev. Richelle Goff, pastor of Auburn 
United Methodist Church, will be preaching. The Rev. 
Janet Newman will be offering the charge. A reception 
will follow. Come and celebrate with Jenna and Patrick 
on this momentous occasion! 

Wednesday Noon Study: 
Come to the waters 
The Lenten soup and study will continue, in lieu of the 
ordinary Wednesday Noon Study, through April 4. 
The noon study will resume on April 11 with a creative 
and relevant series about water. Our conversation will 
take us from spirituality to environmental concerns to 
natural disasters, even to our own Owasco Lake. 
Special focus will be given to the role of water in the 
Bible and will draw on the PC(USA) Horizons Bible 
Study "Come to the Waters." 
 

Water plays a central role in the stories of Scripture, 
from the chaotic waters of creation to the River of Life 
in Revelation. Sometimes there is too much water 
(think Noah); sometimes there is too little water (think 
drought in the desert). In this study, we will explore 
some of the Bible’s more than 800 references to water, 
including the delivery of God’s people through the 
parting of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan 
River, the judgment of a people weak in faith and the 
adoption of the people of God through baptism. The 
rich imagery of water throughout the Bible helps us 
understand and articulate our faith. Just as water 
nourishes our bodies, so the Scriptures on water 
nourish our souls. 
 

We will meet in the conference room of the Education 
Building on Wednesdays at noon. Feel free to bring a 
lunch!  
 

If you're interested, please contact Patrick at 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org or call the church 
at 315-253-3331 so that he can add you to the email 
list. 

Contemplative hikes  
March 24 & April 28 

 

Whether you want 
to get outdoors, 
need a break from 
the commotion of 
life, or are feeling 
drained and 
disconnected, this 
hike is for 
you. Spending part 

of the hike in silence and part in conversation, we'll 
find renewal as we become more mindful of our bodies, 
our thoughts, and the soil beneath our feet. Together, 
we will reconnect with God.  
 

On Saturday, March 24, from 1 to 3 pm, we will hike 
among the woods and wetlands located at the southern 
end of Skaneateles Lake, called Bear Swamp State 
Forest (located in Sempronius). It's about 40 minutes 
from Auburn. 
 

On Saturday, April 28, from 10 am to 12 pm, we will 
hike the beautiful Montezuma Wildlife Refuge, 
hopefully enjoying the spring wildflowers and the song 
of the thousands of birds that call Montezuma home. 
It's about 20 minutes from Auburn. 
 

Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. 
 

Both hikes will be moderate in difficulty and will 
include uneven, dirt paths and probably either snowy or 
muddy trails. RSVP is required. Please contact Patrick 
(pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 315-253-3331). 
Detailed information will then be provided. 
 

Gilchrist Scholarship 
Deadline 
April 3, 2018 is the 
deadline to submit an 
application to receive a 
new or continuing 
scholarship from the 
Douglas J. Gilchrist 
Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. The applications 
and guidelines for applicants can be found on the 
Westminster Church website or they may be picked up 
in the church office.  Please note that first year 
applicants need to submit letters of recommendation 
with their applications, and will be interviewed by the 
committee.  

mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:(315)%20253-3331
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Holy Week  
Palm Sunday:  
March 25  

Holy Week begins on 
Palm Sunday, commemorating the day of Jesus' entry 
into Jerusalem. At Westminster, we distribute palm 
branches to worshippers and our children process to the 
theme of "Hosanna". The service also observes the 
Passion of Christ, in which the somber events leading to 
Jesus' crucifixion begin to unfold. The One Great Hour 
of Sharing Offering (and children's fish banks) will be 
received and dedicated.  

Maundy Thursday: March 29 

Westminster members and friends will gather in the 
Junior Room of the Education building at 6 PM for a 
potluck supper and communion service, remembering 
Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples and his 
commandment to "Love one another". Coordinated by 
the worship committee, families are asked to bring a 
dish to pass for a meal that is incorporated into the 
context of the service with readings, songs, and 
communion by intinction. A child-friendly service, we 
welcome all ages to participate.  

Good Friday: March 30  

Area churches and their choir members will combine 
for an ecumenical Good Friday service at 7pm at a 
location to be announced. The service will be a 
traditional "tenebrae" style, with readings, hymns, and 
extinguished candles as the passion story is recounted 
and worshippers depart in silence and darkness.  

Easter Sunday: April 1 

The Resurrection of Our Lord will be celebrated at two 
services on Easter. The sunrise service will begin at 
6:30 AM on the front sidewalk of the church around a 
lantern, from which we will light candles to bring the 
light of the resurrection into the chapel for liturgy and 
communion by intinction. Coffee and donuts will be 
provided in the Social Room.  

At 9:30 AM our traditional Easter service will be held 
in the sanctuary with a festive processional hymn, brass 
accompaniment, special and Westminster choir music, 
and communion by intinction. An Easter egg hunt for 
kids will be held in the sanctuary following worship.  

 

Sunday School 
Kids in grades 1-6 meet every Sunday in the Junior 
Room during the Education Hour with teachers Jill 
Fandrich and Audrey McNally for music (vocal and 
handchimes), lesson, and a craft or activity based on the 
day’s lectionary reading, which provides an opportunity 
for the kids to go deeper into the message which was 
shared in morning worship.  

Lenten Forums 
During Lent, Adult Forums will continue examining 
spiritual practices that can deepen our relationship with 
others and with God. 
 

March 4: How to be a welcoming church 
Linda MacKay, Chair of the Membership/Evangelism 
Committee, and others from the Board of Deacons will 
lead a discuss on how to be a welcoming church,  
challenging us to live out our Welcome Statement.  
March 11 and 25: Holy Week through art 
Using fine art to help us deepen our understanding of 
the events of Holy Week will be the theme of these 
forums. Susan Marteney and Larry Bell will introduce 
us to classic paintings that provoke new understanding 
of the last week in Jesus’ life here on earth. 
 

April Forums 
The April Forums are still being planned as of this 
newsletter. 
 

April 8: Casey Park Playgroud 
Renee Jensen and Tiffany Beebee from the City 
Planning Department will discuss the Casey Park 
Playground Community Project, which will provide 
Westminster with an opportunity for hands-on 
involvement during construction the first week of May. 
April 15: Opendore 
Larry Bell will present the Opendore Project, which is 
April’s Loose Change designee. Opendore was the 
home of suffragette Isabel Howland, who acted out her 
faith in the divinely given equality of all persons.  
 

We look forward to hearing from Janet Newman about 
her mission trip to Tanzania, and other topics such as an 
update on building usage, General Assembly this 
summer, and a focused Un-Forum on immigration and 
refugee issues. Stay tuned for updates. 
 

Children’s Worship Center 

The Children’s Worship Center provides an age-
appropriate worship space for young children aged 3 
years through 2nd grade. The children experience a bible 
story told with 3-dimensional figures, respond to the 
story, share prayers and a feast, and feel God’s presence 
in the quiet of the worship space. The Worship Center is 
based on a Montessori model. Linda Russell will be the 
Storyteller throughout Lent, and Jill Fandrich will be 
the Storyteller for the post-Easter stories in April. 
Upcoming stories are: Bartimeus (3/4), Zaccheus 
(3/11), Jesus the King (3/18), Last 
Supper (3/25), no Worship Center 
on Easter Sunday, Jesus is Risen 
(4/8), Road to Emmaus (4/15), 
Good Shepherd and the Wolf 
(4/22) and Good Shepherd and the 
Lord’s Supper (4/29).  

Ecumenical Lenten Luncheons 
Each year, Auburn area churches 
come together to offer a meal, 
reflection, table discussion, and 
prayer during the noon hours on 
Tuesdays during Lent. A light lunch 

of soup and bread is served each Tuesday of Lent from 
12-1pm. Lunches and speakers are: March 6 at St. 
Mary’s Church with Rev. Frank Lioi, representing St. 
Mary’s; March 13 at SS. Peter & John with the Rev. 
Daren Jaime of Harriet Tubman AME Zion Church; and 
March 20 at St. Mary’s Church with the Rev. Richelle 
Goff of Auburn United Methodist Church. We 
encourage you to expand your Lenten practice alongside 
Christians of other denominations.  
 

Salvation Army Kitchen 
Westminster cooks and serves a hot meal for the guests 
of the Salvation Army Miracle Kitchen on the 4th 
Sundays of 5-Sunday months. Our next opportunity is 
April 22, 3-6pm. Join the merry band of cooks and 
servers by letting Susan Marteney know you’d like to 
help. We need about 10-12 volunteers.  

 

French/Metcalf Foundations 
The church is grateful to the French and Metcalf 
Foundations for their grants totaling $11,000, which 
will be used to complete much-needed repairs on the 
church's slate roof. These local foundations have  
consistently been very generous to Westminster, for 
which we give thanks!  

Nursery School News 
By Tracy Blair, WNS Director 

 

Winter weather doesn’t stop the 
nursery school from having a good 
time!  February brought a month filled 
with “Fun Fridays”—where the 
students had a pajama & pancake day 
to celebrate Groundhog’s Day, had an 
obstacle course throughout the halls 
and competed in their own “Olympic 
Games”  in the Great Hall. We’ll 

extend the fun into March, with green eggs & ham, as 
we celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday and take a trip to the 
PlaySpace.  We’ll also have some fun with rainbow 
science, try to find that pesky little leprechaun and go on 
an egg hunt.   Our second session of Kidding Around 
Yoga is also in full swing!   In April we’ll begin 
welcoming spring and learn how we can help the earth, 
before heading off to spring break. 

2018-2019 School Year Registration is now 
open!  WNS is offering a 2, 3 or 5 day preschool or 
UPK program, and a 2 or 3 day toddler program. Call 
the school at 315-253-3961 for more information and to 
register your child.  

A huge thank you to the 
Property Committee! 
Thank you to the hardworking members of the Property 
Committee for all they do behind the scenes (not to 
mention under floors and up ladders) to keep our 
property safe, clean, and in good repair. This winter, 
they've faithfully arrived to church early (and 
sometimes on Saturdays too) to plow driveways and 
shovel walks so that the rest of us have access to church. 
In addition, they're working hard on renovating the 
kitchen in the Education Building, 
laying new flooring, installing new 
stoves, dishwasher, sinks, and 
refrigerator, as well as doing a 
major repair shoring up the floor 
beneath the Christian Ed office. 
Thanks to Robyn, Jim B, Jim D, 
Joy, Julio, and Joe! 

Our Property Committee will go to 
any lengths to care for the church, 
including wading through standing 
water in the crawl space to repair a 
rotted beam. Here’s “Scuba Jim,” 
ready for action!  


