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Visit www.westminsterauburn.org,  and follow Westminster Church 
on Facebook (Westminster Presbyterian Church , Auburn, NY), Twitter, (Westminsteraub), and Instagram. 

W 
estminster welcomes everyone, no matter where you are on your faith journey or your life 
journey. In faithfulness to our understanding of Christ, Westminster affirms the full inclusion 

of all God’s people in the life and ministry of the church. We welcome persons of every race, gender, 
age, sexual orientation, family status, and economic status into full participation in our faith 
community. We value questions as much as answers. We encourage curiosity, discovery, and honest 
struggling with questions of faith.  

March of the Big Eared Nasties 
  

Thanks to a "dream grant" from Westminster, the children’s show “March of the  
Big-Eared Nasties” will be presented on January 28, 2018 to a new generation of  
Auburn children and families. Written by our own Beverly Miller with music by Bob 
Miller, the show is an allegory based on the true story of the 1993 Nazi march in  
Auburn and the lessons that were learned about how love can conquer hate.  
 

In 1993, news circulated that a neo-Nazi organization was planning a rally in downtown Auburn in front of City 
Hall. As word spread, people planned peaceful counter-demonstrations. On the day of the rally, a very small 
group of out-of-town neo-Nazis arrived to find they were vastly out-numbered by peaceful Auburnians and the 
rally quickly fizzled.  "Nasties" was written to help Auburn’s families remember the lessons that were learned 
from the original event. While the play is full of laughs and music, it has a very serious underlying message. 
 

“The reason we feel it is vital to revive this show at this time is as a response to the events that occurred in  
Charlottesville, VA on August 13, 2017,” stated Bev. “The attempt by neo-Nazis to spread a hate-filled  
message in a peaceful college community was uncannily similar to the abortive Nazi march in Auburn in 
1993.  Sadly, it seems that lessons learned in the past need to be re-learned in today’s world.” Many  
Westminster members/friends are involved in the production, with rehearsals taking place at our church. In  
addition to being the show's writers, Beverly Miller is the Director and Bob Miller is the Musical Director.  
Judy Santillo is the stage director, and Rick Santillo is the set designer. Tony Gero and Monika and Ella  
Salvage are in the cast, and Jill Fandrich is the Publicity Coordinator.  
 

The show will be performed on Sunday, January 28, at 4pm in Euterpe Hall, a lovingly restored historic church 
building on the corner of North Division and VanAnden Streets in Auburn. Children are free and adult  
admission is $5. Proceeds from the performance will support the Harriet Tubman Memorial, a joint project of 
the Harriet Tubman Center for Justice and Peace and the Harriet Tubman Boosters.  
  

Bev and Bob, as well as others involved in the show, will lead an Adult Forum on January 14 to talk about the 
history and message of the play, and about this year's production. Westminster friends are invited to the forum to 
learn more! For more information or to reserve tickets, contact Beverly Miller, 315-224-7766 

Congratulations Kate!  

Westminster is very proud 
to announce that member 
Kate Brundage is Auburn 
High School’s 2017-2018 
class valedictorian. Kate 
is a member of the 
school’s French club, ski 
club, chemistry club and 
recently formed Students 
of Owasco Watershed 
Lake Association club of 
which she is the president. 
Outside of academics, she 
is on the Auburn High 
School Tennis team and 
holds a part-time job. 
Although she has stated 

that she is still figuring out her college plans, Kate is 
eying nine schools and has applied to Villanova 
University and Dartmouth College. Congratulations on 
this outstanding achievement Kate. Westminster is 
very proud of you! 
 

College Scholarships 
The committee has set 
April 3rd, 2018 as the 
deadline to submit an 
application to receive a 
scholarship from the 
Douglas J. Gilchrist 
Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  The applications and guidelines for applicants 
can be found on the Westminster Church website or 
they may be picked up in the church office.  Please 
note that first year applicants need to submit letters of 
recommendation with their applications. 

Giving Tree 
by Carolyn Hiza 
 

The three Service 
Coordinators from Early 
Intervention picked up the 
Giving Tree presents on 
Wednesday, December 
13.  Meghan, Jodi and Jen 
were amazed at all we had 
for their families.  They 
asked us to thank the 
congregation for our 
generosity. One of the ladies 
brings her elf (her dad) to 
help.  They wear Santa hats and we take their picture in 
front of the social room Christmas tree.  It has become a 
holiday tradition for them. This year our church family 
was able to provide a special holiday celebration to 25 
people in 8 families here in Cayuga County.  We should 
be proud of our community outreach.  Thank you for 
your support of the Giving Tree Project. Wishing you a 
very Happy 2018! 
 

Calling all Ringers and 
Singers 
Vocal choir will resume rehearsals 
for the new year on Wednesday,  
January 10, while the Handbell 
Choir will resume on Wednesday, 
January 24. The Handbell Choir 
rehearses from 6:30-7:30pm and the 
vocal choir rehearses from 7:30-9pm 
every Wednesday evening (except February 21) in the 
second floor choir room. Both choirs welcome new 
members.   

Try something new in 2017, and join either or both of 
Westminster’s choirs!  

January and February 2018 
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New horizons for children’s 
and youth ministry 
A note from Rev. Patrick D. Heery 

 

When I first became your pastor, I 
asked you what you most loved about 
Westminster and what you most 
desired for its future. Over the course 
of numerous meet-and-greets during 
my first summer here, I heard beautiful 
and moving stories—and some funny 
ones too. These stories spoke to many 
aspects of Westminster’s past and 
present, but one name kept coming up 
over and over again: Music & More—a 

weekday children’s program that instilled powerful 
memories of singing, learning, and having fun together.  
 

Of course, Music & More is simply the crown jewel of 
an array of memories that recall a church that was 
thronging with children and youth—a time when church 
was at the center of our cultural and familial life 
together, and when worship didn’t compete with sports 
practice or the lure of the luminescent screen of 
technology. 
 

The difficult truth is that we’ll never recapture those 
days. Our culture has changed. So has the church. It’s 
OK to grieve this loss. I grew up with something similar 
in Cincinnati. I miss it, and I’m sad that most children 
will never experience anything like it.  
 

It’s also OK, however, to recognize that, beneath their 
successful veneer, churches at that time were far from 
perfect. Parents often depended solely on the church to 
form their children in the faith, while neglecting to 
notice that their own lack of spiritual practice, faith 
formation, and risk-taking for justice was very clear to 
their children and would set the stage for their 
children’s departure from the church years later. 
Children’s and youth ministry was largely defined by 
programs isolated from the rest of the church life. It 
often relied on the superficial attractions of food and 
games, failing to offer our young people an opportunity 
to engage their faith critically and put it into practice. 
The missional ideals of the gospel simply did not match 
the reality of the racially and economically segregated 
social club that many churches across the United States 
had become.  
 

Thankfully, Westminster has a legacy that has always 
challenged those trends. From our stance as an 
abolitionist congregation in the 1860s to the formation 
of the Children’s Worship Center and its radical 
approach to learning and discipleship, Westminster has 
always sought to live into the gospel set forth by our 
lord Jesus Christ.  
 

In the year 2018, we will take a new step along that 
journey. While we will never recapture the past, God 
can build for us a new future. This future will focus on 
multiple generations together growing in their faith and 
enacting the love of Jesus Christ in our community.    
 

This year, the Session has decided, after much research 
and consultation, to make an investment in that future 
by creating a part-time staff position to coordinate a 
new vision of children’s and youth ministry. 
 

This ministry will be integrated into the very heart of 
Westminster, empowering the faithful lives of all 
generations, not just children and youth. It will move 
beyond traditional Sunday school and seek to reveal 
God’s presence in every part of life, whether at school, 
among friends, at home, or anywhere in between. It will 
recognize the challenges facing the modern family and 
will seek to establish a community of mutual care, 
mentorship, inclusion, and education, with an emphasis 
on play, child care, Sabbath, Bible study, service, and 
family formation.  
 

Building on the Montessori approach of our Children’s 
Worship Center, we will activate curiosity, passion, and 
leadership through multiple styles of learning that serve 
all children, including our many children and youth with 
special needs. By embracing wonder and ambiguity, we 
will learn to appreciate the big mysteries and questions 
of faith. We will express those questions through the 
arts; we will pray them in nature; we will put them to 
work through service and social justice; and we will 
seek guidance in Scripture.  
 

Our children and youth will lead us out into the 
community as we disciple together. They will help us 
envision and embody a new reality of church that 
welcomes all of God’s children and actively breaks 
down the idolatrous and unjust divisions that separate us 
and privilege some over others.   
 

I want to thank the Christian Education Committee and 
its chair, Annette Bell, for their bold and tireless work 
in pursuing this dream. I also want to thank the parents 
of our children and youth, the survey respondents, the 
Finance and Personnel Committees, and the Session. I 
hope soon to be thanking the Synod and other sources 
of grant funding as well! 
 

I cannot promise that this experiment in a new vision 
and staffing will create growth. We’re up against some 
mighty challenges. But I can promise that, whatever 
happens, we will be able to say without a doubt that we 
answered God’s call faithfully and were never—
never—afraid to dream.  
 

If you would like to be a part of leading this ministry—
either through volunteering or a financial gift—please 
speak either with me or with Annette Bell. 

Church Directories 
The new church photo directories are here! We are  
asking for a $2 donation per directory to offset the cost 
of printing. Directories are available in the narthex or 
the office. 
 

Church Parking Lot 
Please be aware of the new parking changes for the 
Church lot.  Traffic is one-way: Enter the lot from 
Court Street and exit onto William Street. Avoid using 
the lot  during Nursery School drop-off (8:45-9:15am) 
and pick-up (11:15-11:45am) times. Parking is by  
permit only on weekdays. Hangtag permits will be 
issued to church members who visit the church on a 
regular basis (elders, deacons, committee moderators, 
chapel sitters, etc).  

Church members may park in the lot when on church 
business or attending a church program. Day passes are 
available for occasional visitors and can be picked up 
from the church office to put on your dashboard. 

No permits are needed for Sundays or evenings.  

Winter is here! 
On snowy Sundays, the hardworking and dedicated 
members of the Property Committee arrive at church 
by 8am to shovel the walks and steps, and plow the 
parking lots, making sure everyone has safe access to 
Sunday worship. If you have a strong back and a  
willing heart, please lend a hand to the Property  
Committee members on any snowy Sunday! 
 

Please also be mindful of the snow and ice which may 
slide from the slate roofs during the winter. Do not 
park your car by the sides of the church building, and 
do not walk along the sides of the church when  
conditions make ice slides likely. There is an alternate 
handicapped-accessible entrance by the playground 
behind the church which enters directly into the  
sanctuary. Please use this alternate level entrance if the 
side door entrance is not safe. If you have any concerns 
about walking to or from your car on Sunday  
mornings, help is available. Just ask an usher or any 
church officer.  
 

Thanks to Outgoing Officers 
A special thank you to the following members who 
completed their terms of service on the Session and 
Board of Deacons in 2017: 

 Elders: Bob Davenport, Mark Fandrich, and Judi 
Miladin 

 Deacons: Bronwyn O'Connor and George Daniels 
Westminster is grateful for these talented, committed 
people who served as leaders at Westminster, sharing 
their time and talents to serve God so faithfully. Thank 
you! 

Rev Steve Plank Retires 

The Rev Steve Plank, Stated Clerk and 
Communicator for the Presbytery of 
Cayuga-Syracuse, retired at the end of 
2017. As happy as we are for Steve, he 
will be missed by the presbytery and  
especially by Westminster. Steve has 
been a good friend of Westminster,  
especially during challenging times like 
our interim period and following the 

stillbirth of Patrick and Jenna's twins, and he has also 
been a frequent supply pastor and forum leader. Steve's  
retirement was celebrated at a reception on December 
17, complete with bagpipe music by Claire Brundage. 
The presbytery has entered into a part-time relationship 
with a new Stated Clerk, Larry Beasley, who is also the 
Stated Clerk of the Utica Presbytery. More changes 
will follow as the Presbytery assesses its future  
structure.  

Christmas Pageant Photos 



January Loose Change 
“Loose change offerings” are the coins and bills which 
you put into the collection plate each Sunday.  
Anything not in an envelope is “loose change.” The 
loose change on the first Sunday of each month  
supports the Calvary Food Pantry.  

 

In January the loose change will  
support the Pet Food Pantry of  
Auburn. The Pet Food Pantry helps 
to provide seniors, low-income  
residents and 
people with  
disabilities with 
pet food and 
other animal 
supplies. The 

pantry also accepts donations of pet 
food, litter, toys, doghouses, etc. 
for distribution. If you would like 
to learn more about the pantry call 
pantry manger Marlene Martin 
at (315) 253-2878. 
 

February Loose Change 
The loose change in the 
weekly offering plates is 
designated toward a  
particular organization or  
program each month. 
Loose change in 
February will support Cub 
Scout Pack 40 which 
serves boys mainly from 

Casey Park and Genesee elementary schools. These 
boys are provided with a program that teaches good 
character, social skills, and environmental respect. The 
majority of the scouts come from low income families. 
This makes it difficult for many of them to participate 
in certain activities such as going to camp or to the zoo.  
 
Donations help to pay for program supplies such as 
paint, duct tape, crayons, glue sticks and paper. The 
money also assists in purchasing the awards and  
patches that the boys have earned. Cub scouts earn belt 
loops as they advance through the program. Each loop 
costs $1.39 and each boy will earn at least 6 a year. 
This really adds up as the boys are working very hard!  
 
Lastly the money will be put towards activity fees. The 
boys are offered a variety of activities such as camping, 
visits to the zoo or a museum, and special guest  
presentations.   
 
Donations of gently used camping supplies and hand 
tools are also accepted.  If you have any questions 
about Cub Scouts or donations please contact Aaron 
Creighton at 413-455-5988.   

Gifts of Stock? 
It’s been a great year in the 
stock market.  If you have 
some stocks that have seen 
big gains and you are  
dreading paying those  
Capital Gains Taxes, there 
is a great solution to that  
problem. Did you know that 

if you donate stock to Westminster you can take a  
Charitable Contribution deduction for the full current 
market value of the stock?  And you pay no capital 
gains on the increased value. For more information on 
donations of stock you can contact the Finance  
Committee or your investment adviser. 
  

Per Capita 
It’s that time of year again.  “Per Capita” is the amount 
($36) Westminster sends to Presbytery for every  
member on its rolls. This contribution supports the 
work of the larger church at Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly levels. Members are asked to make 
a special contribution of $36 for each person in your 
family who is a member of the church in order to offset 
this expense in the church’s budget. Remember that the 
church is assessed for all members on the rolls,  
including confirmed youth, college students, young 
adults, out-of-towners, and shut-ins. Those of you with 
envelopes will find a special envelope for “Per Capita.” 
   

Automatic Giving 
 

Pledges can be 
paid by cash/
check; credit/
debit card 
through PayPal 
(at the church 
website on the 
“Giving Page”  
under “Mission, Service and Giving”); or by  
direct withdrawal from your checking account. With  
recurring payments through PayPal or your bank, you 
have the peace of mind that you will never forget to 
pay your pledge. 
 

Automatic bill pay can be set up at your banking  
website for one time or recurring payments. You can 
also choose the day of the month for the payment to be 
made.  This is a free service at most banks.  Each  
website will be somewhat different, however, some 
examples include:  Key Bank click on “Pay a Bill”; 
Bank of America click on “Bill Pay”; or M&T click on 
“Pay Bills.” There you can set up to have payments 
sent to: 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
                                17 William Street 
                                Auburn, NY 13021 

Contemplative hikes January 
27 & February 24 

Whether you want to get 
outdoors, need a break 
from the commotion of 
life, or are feeling 
drained and  
disconnected, this hike is 
for you. Spending part of 
the hike in silence and 
part in conversation, 
we'll find renewal as we 
become more mindful of 
our bodies, our thoughts, 
and the soil beneath our 
feet. Together, we will 
reconnect with God.  
 

There is great meaning to be found in experiencing 
God's creation in all four seasons, so don't let the 
wintry weather deter you. There is no peace on earth 
quite like the quiet of a snow-covered forest. 
Remember Thoreau, who said, "Why do you flee so 
soon, sir, to the theaters, lecture-rooms, and museums 
of the city? If you will stay here awhile I will promise 
you strange sights. You shall walk on water; all these 
brooks and rivers and ponds shall be your highway. 
You shall see the whole earth covered a foot or more 
deep with purest white crystals . . . and all the trees and 
stubble glittering in icy armor." 
 

Do note, however, that for winter, we will shift our 
hikes to the afternoon, from 1-3pm. A parallel 
children's program is available upon request. 
 

On Saturday, January 27, from 1 to 3 pm, we will hike 
at the beautiful Baltimore Woods Nature Center in 
Marcellus (4007 Bishop Hill Road). It's about 25 
minutes from Auburn. Learn more about the park: 
www.baltimorewoods.org.   
 

On Saturday, February 24, from 1 to 3 pm, we will 
wander in a peaceful wood, along a creek and 
shimmering cascade, as we hike the nearby Skaneateles 
Conservation Area. Learn more: https://skaak.org/.  
 

Anyone is welcome to join us, whether affiliated with 
the church or not. In fact, this would be a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, or family 
member. 
 

Both hikes will be easy to moderate in difficulty and 
will include uneven, dirt paths. RSVP is required. 
Please contact Patrick (pastor@westminsterauburn.org, 
 315-253-3331). Detailed information will then be 
provided.  

Wednesday Noon Study: 
Faith and Patriotism 

In 2016, a few members of the 
church asked why there was no 
American flag in the church's 
sanctuary. It turned out that there 
hadn't been a flag in the 
sanctuary for almost two 
decades. During the ensuing 
conversation, perspectives were 
shared, and an overly strict 

funeral policy was revised to happily allow the 
presence of the flag for memorial and funeral services 
for veterans. A Veteran's Day service brought us 
together as a community in our shared remembrance 
and honoring of our nation's heroes.  
 

Since it's been many years since the Session studied the 
question of the appropriateness of a permanent US flag 
in the sanctuary, the Christian Education and Worship 
Committees, in collaboration with our pastor, have 
decided to study the question again. In order to make 
this conversation as open and inclusive as possible, 
we've decided to use the Wednesday noon study.  
 

In January and early February, we will discuss the topic 
of faith and patriotism, with a specific eye to the 
display of national symbols in a worship space. Classes 
will explore church history, theology, vying 
contemporary perspectives, federal regulations, and 
worship practices. 
 

We will meet in the conference room of the Education 
Building on Wednesdays at noon. Class will begin 
January 10 and conclude on February 7. Please note 
that, because of a scheduling conflict, the January 24th 
class will actually take place on Tuesday, January 23.  
 

Feel free to bring a lunch!  
 

If you're interested, please contact Patrick at 
pastor@westminsterauburn.org or call the church at 
315-253-3331 so that he can add you to the email list. 

tel:(413)%20455-5988
http://www.baltimorewoods.org
https://skaak.org/
tel:%28315%29%20253-3331
mailto:pastor@westminsterauburn.org
tel:(315)%20253-3331


The 43rd Annual Citywide 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Celebration 
Sunday, January 14, at 4 pm  

Last year, 
Westminster 
had the honor 
of hosting the 
42nd annual 
ecumenical 
worship service 
honoring Rev. 
Dr. King. This 
year, Pastor 
Patrick has 
been invited to 

serve as the keynote preacher for the service. This year 
the service is scheduled for 4pm at the Church of God 
in Christ (86 Garrow St., Auburn). Every year, 
hundreds of people gather, from many churches and 
parts of Auburn, to celebrate and embody the dream of 
Rev. Dr. King's "beloved community." City officials 
and prominent leaders speak, and a community choir 
sings. This year's theme will be the revival of Rev. Dr. 
King's Poor People's Campaign.  
 

If you are interested in joining the community choir, or 
if you have questions, please speak with Pastor Patrick. 
 

Annual Reports 
The annual reports from all committee moderators are 
due to Melanie in the church office via email at 
office@westminsterauburn.org  by 5pm Tuesday, 
January 2, 2018. The annual repor t takes a lot of 
time to put together, and needs to be distributed to the 
congregation the week before the annual meeting; 
therefore, please be considerate and respect the 
deadline.   
 

Ordination & Installation of 
New Officers January 7 
On January 7,  we celebrate the “Baptism of our 
Lord,” remembering John’s baptism of Jesus, setting 
him apart and commissioning him for special service. 
Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his public 
ministry, making it appropriate that we ordain and 
install the elders and deacons who are called to special 
ministries within our church on this Sunday.  
  
Westminster will ordain and install Monika Salvage as 
Elder through the laying-on of hands. Penny Adams, 
Pat Kennedy, Lisa Rosecrans and Don Weber will be 
installed as Deacons, and George Hiza, Paul Dungey, 
and Monta Faye Tuxill as Elders.  Thank you to these 
committed folks for answering the call! 

Annual Meeting January 28 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Auburn, will be 
held in the Social Room on Sunday, January 28, at 
10:30am immediately following worship. The 
purpose of this meeting is to review the annual reports 
of the boards, committees and staff of the church, 
review the 2017 financial reports and the 2018 budget, 
vote on the changes in the terms of the pastor’s call, and 
conduct any other business which might come before 
the congregation. 
                        Jill Fandrich, Clerk of Session 
 

Westminster Women 
Westminster Women will meet at 1:30 pm Monday, 
January 15, in the church social room to plan their 
schedule for 2018.  Topics for discussion will include 
time and date of meetings; night vs day, programs, 
studies, projects, mission and goals.  Please come 
prepared with your calendars and ideas for an exciting 
and fruitful meeting.  
 

Book Group  
The Westminster Book 
Group takes a break in 
the winter, then will 
resume meeting in 
March, April and May. 
The group has chosen 
the following books, 
so you have plenty of 
time to read them on 
long winter nights in 
January and February.  
 

March: Occult America by Mitch Horowitz, 258 
pages, $13.60 on Amazon, Leader-Ann Wiley 
 

April: Auburn, New York: The Entrepreneurs’ 
Frontier by Scott W. Anderson, 237 pages, available on 
Amazon, various prices, and from Seymour Library, 
Leader Robyn Warn 
 

May: The Courage to Be by Paul Tillich, 240 pages, 
available on Amazon, various editions and prices, and 
from Seymour Library, Leader Pat Corp 

Worship Highlights for 
January-February: 

January 7 - Baptism of the Lord, Officer Ordination-
Installation, Communion 
 

January 14 - 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Sunday, Community-Wide Service - 4 
PM - Church of God in Christ, 86 Garrow St. 
 

January 21 - The Rev. Janet Newman will be the guest 
worship leader. 
 

January 28 - Annual Meeting following Worship 
 

February 4 - Scouting Sunday   
 

February 11 - Transfiguration of the Lord, Communion 
 

February 14 - Ash Wednesday Supper at 6 PM 
followed by Worship at 7:00 PM 
 

February 18 - 1st Sunday in Lent, Shavonn Lynch will 
be guest preacher with the Rev. Patrick Heery as 
liturgist.  
 

February 25 - 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

Scout Sunday  

Many of Westminster’s children are involved in Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts. (Even Pastor 
Patrick himself is a former Eagle Scout.) We are 
inviting our church’s scouts, as well as members of their 
respective troops, to participate in Scouting Sunday on 
February 4. Scouts, in uniform, will participate in 
various parts of the service. 
 

Ash Wednesday  
On February 14 Westminster Church 
will observe Ash Wednesday with a 
soup supper (provided by the 
Membership Committee) in the Social 
Room at 6pm, followed by a 
communion service in the sanctuary at 
7pm. In addition to observing communion by intinction, 
Pastor Patrick will mark the hand or forehead of each 
worshipper saying the words, “You are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” The ashes remind us of our mortality, 
and, because the mark is in the shape of a cross, of the 
hope we have in Christ. 
 

Sunday School 
Kids in grades 1-6 meet in the Junior Room with Jill 
Fandrich and Audrey McNally during the Education 
Hour following worship for music (vocal and 
handchime), lesson, and crafts/activities related to the 
weekly scripture readings. Linking the lessons to the 
lectionary readings expands on the worship experience 
by digging deeper into the Sunday scripture. The kids 
also learn worship skills, like using bibles, hymnals, and 
bulletins. Classes resume Sunday, January 7! 

Adult Forums: 
 Forums in January and February will focus on diversity, 
including racial and gender issues.  
  

January 7: Unforum. We will kick off the new year  
with an Unforum, where everyone can name a topic that 
he/she is interested in discussing, followed by 
discussion of one or more of the topics in a dynamic, 
free-flowing manner. Our first Unforum last February 
yielded a wealth of great ideas which have guided the 
Christian Committee in planning forums for the year.  
  

January 14: Bob and Bev Miller  will give us a 
preview of the upcoming performance of the play they 
wrote together, The March of the Big-Eared Nasties, in 
response to the 1993 neo-Nazi march in Auburn. Bob 
and Bev will be joined by several members of the 
cast. The play will be performed on January 28. 
  

January 21: Terr i Cook, co-author of the book Allies 
and Angels: A Memoir of Our Framily’s Transition, will 
share her experience as a mother of a transgender child. 
She is actively involved in seeking equality for the 
transgender community 
  

January 28: No Forum because of the Annual 
Meeting. 
  

February 4: Boy Scout Sunday. Westminster will 
again celebrate the boy and girl scouts in our 
community. Aaron Creighton will lead the forum. 
  

February 11: We will once again look at racial issues 
in our community. We will ask whether Westminster is 
forwarding the vision of Rev. Henry Fowler and the 
abolitionists who joined him in founding our Church in 
1861. 
  

After Ash Wednesday (February 14), to help us 
experience a meaningful Lent, forums will focus on 
spiritual practices. Topics will include An Overview of 
the Bible, Deepening our Prayer Life, Using Art to 
Reflect on the Events of Holy Week, especially the Last 
Supper, and How to be a Welcoming Community. 
  

Soup and Study 
On Wednesday evenings between 
Ash Wednesday and Holy Week, 
our study time will celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Reformation. As 
Presbyterians we hold to the saying "ecclesia reformata, 
semper reformanda, secundum verbum Dei” which 
translates into "the church reformed, always reforming 
according to the Word of God.” During our Soup and 
Study time, we’ll look at the history of the reformation, 
how we continue to reform today, and what the church 
might look like as it reforms in the future. 

mailto:office@westminsterauburn.org

